1.

Society of Grasslands Naturalists

GN Get Together
September 22, 2026

The attendees were welcomed. 22 people were in attendance. The Indigenous
Declaration was read and shared with those in attendance.

The guest speaker, Kevin Kelly, was introduced. If a bird calls in a forest, does it
make a sound? How to study birds (and other animals) with autonomous
recording units.

Club Updates
-Review and adoption of the May 26, 2026 meeting minutes.
accept the minutes, John seconded. Carried.

Hugh moved to

-Exciting Sightings

John had two coyotes in his backyard chasing deer. Phil saw the Eastern
Screech Owl at Police Point Park in its usual spot along the red shale tree near
the park bench. Tina saw a small bull snake with plastic on it, so she caught the
snake, removed the plastic, and released it again.

-Treasurer’s Report --- Paul

GN Club MHIP Casino

Total Assets $33,553 Total Assets $265,099 Total Assets $12,324
Income 4,281 Income 181,830 Income 4,115
Expenses 3,555 Expenses 186,664 Expenses 12,057
Net Income 726 Net Income -4,834 Net Income -7,942
2026 Budget 2026 budget

Net Income Net Income

Projection -2,404 Projection 0

Ivan made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, Phil seconded it. Carried.

-Interpretive Program Report --- Alicia

Big changes in staffing at MHIP recently. Several staff have gone back to school
and presently only working one day per week to the end of the year. Genevieve
has been promoted to the Assistant Chief Interpreter position. Two new hires
are Colton Prins (specialized in birds) and Ben White (specialized in plants). June
was quite wet with all the rain. Lots of school outings were cancelled. There
were lots of programs offered over the summer. Displays at the Nature Centre
included Insectopia — an exploration and celebration of insects and presently



Space Invaders --- about Invasive Species. The OASIS benefit plan is shutting
down as of December 31t, A new carrier is being looked into for the staff
benefits.

-Indoor Program Committee Report — Paul

Mark Fletcher will be speaking and sharing his book at the MHPL tomorrow night
at 6:30 pm. In October Alvin First Rider, Environmental Manager and Interim
Environmental Protection Manager for the Blood Tribe Land Management (Kainai
Nation) in Southern Alberta will be the guest speaker. In November Genevieve
will be speaking about the history of the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. The
coming month speakers are still being worked on for next year. Linda Fisher has
agreed to be a co-chair on the Indoor Program Committee.

-Further Business/Reports

Ivan informed us about the latest GN outing on a field trip to Dinosaur Provincial
Park a couple of weeks ago. This coming Saturday the GN members are invited
to join the Photography Club to visit Waterton National Park.

Bonita told us about the Canadian Wildlife Association using the iNaturalist app
about a Bioblitz from September 18 to 27. There is still time to be involved.

Textiles is one of the biggest causes of waste. Let’s try to reduce textiles. On
October 3 at 11 am the first get together for the Repair Café will meet at the
Arcade Plaza.

4. The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.



