Society of Grasslands Naturalists Meeting

At Gas City Kiwanis Centre
May 26, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 pm and everyone was welcomed by
President, Sheila McLeod. The Indigenous Declaration statement was read and
shared with those in attendance. There were 29 people at the meeting.

Sheila reminded everyone of the announcements on the reverse of the agenda.
. A motion was made by Ian Turner to accept the minutes from the April 28t

minutes, seconded by Nick Regehr. Carried.

. Exciting sightings --- Black Headed Grosbeak, by Phil Horch on Sunday at the
Spring Bird Count.
. Governance Committee Report

Paul stated the importance of having the Vice President position filled. We really
need someone to step up for this position. AGLC requires that we have to have
a Vice President.

. Treasurer’s Report

GN Club MHIP Casino
Total Assets: $32,437 $324,692 $14,906
Income: 2,259 111,801 1,853
Expenses: 2,649 111,618 7,310
Net Income: - 390 183 - 5,457

2026 Budget
Net Income

Projection: - 2,404 0



Ivan Shukster moved to accept the report, Darlene Chatten seconded the
motion. Carried.

. Interpretive Program Report

The Medicine Hat Interpretive Program has two new staff members: Vikki Fode
and Sarah Manning. May and June will be busy at the Nature Centre with many
school program bookings. In May the Nature Centre hosted a “Fluttering
Butterflies” talk with local naturalist, Lloyd Bennett. The MHPL screening of the
bird film, “The Messenger” was well received. The Spring Bird Count was
successful and all participants are asked to submit their data as soon as possible
to Genevieve. The current display at the Nature Centre is “Rockin” Around the
Coulee” which is all about the Red Rock Coulee Natural Area. Alicia informed us
about a University of Windsor research and community science project called
Motus. Motus Audio is an extension of the Motus Wildlife Tracking System
(motus.org). Instead of tracking radio-tagged birds, Motus Audio uses acoustic
recorders to detect the night flight calls of migratory birds during spring and fall
migration. This helps to better understand bird migration and conservation
across Canada. Police Point Park was chosen as a prime location to host a Motus
Audio recorder because lots of birds travel through the park during migration
seasons and it is a relatively quiet nature preserve. A monitor has been installed
on the roof the Nature Centre. The MHIP finances are in good standing and they
have secured more than $17,000 in grants so far this year, but not all the money
has been received yet.

. Indoor Program Report

Paul was pleased to say that Linda Fisher has joined the Indoor Program again.
We are delighted to welcome her with all her insights, contacts, and her previous
immense contributions to the Indoor Program.

Kevin Kelly is the speaker in September, from ABMI (Alberta Biodiversity
Monitoring Institute), WildTrax, and the University of Alberta will discuss ABMI
activities and Autonomous Recording Units (ARUS).

Alvin First Rider is the speaker in October, an Indigenous speaker, who is an
Environmental Manager and Interim Environmental Protection Manager for the
Blood Tribe Land Management (Kainai Nation) in Southern Alberta. The topic is
to be determined.

Genevieve Mathieu will present in November, talking about the history of MHIP.


http://motus.org/

A thought for one of the meetings in 2027, using a similar format as in the
Members Night, would be to have a Student Night with students from the
College and/or High Schools (eg, a prize winner at the Praxis Science Fair).
Pizzas may be involved.

8. Sharing 1% With Nature Report
Corlaine is encouraging everyone to share space in their yard with nature.
9. Further Reports

On June 5%, at Pecha Kucha being held at the Esplanade, Melanie Barnett will be
giving a presentation about Grasslands Naturalists. Please try to attend.

10. Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.



