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Kevin Kelly Presentation - 22nd September 2026 
If a bird calls in a forest, does it make a sound? 

How to study birds (and other animals) with autonomous recording units 
 

 Kevin Kelly, from the Alberta Biodiversity Monitoring Institute, will present on the 
passive acoustic monitoring tools and research being used to study birds in Alberta 
and beyond.  He'll touch on field work and data collection using autonomous 
recording units (ARUs), how to use birdsong classifiers like BirdNET to help process 
all the recording data, and what kinds of research questions are being asked and 
answered, with examples from his research in Alberta and beyond. 
 
 Kevin Kelly is the Acoustic Technologist for the Alberta Biodiversity Monitoring 
Institute.  His role there involves monitoring birds, amphibians and mammals using 
passive acoustic monitoring, and developing new tools and methods to better use 
passive acoustic monitoring to answer conservation questions.  He has been with the 
ABMI for 3 years and before that he worked on a variety of bird research and 
monitoring projects across North America since 2008; first studying seabirds on both 
the Pacific and Atlantic coasts and then transitioning to monitoring owls in California 
before joining the ABMI. 
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The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 

Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and artwork 
are welcomed but may be edited for publication. 
Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you would like to 
advertise in the Chronicle, more information is available from 
the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:    
dschieb50@gmail.com (403-504-4936). Do not imbed 

photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists in 
the collection and provision of species data, acts as stewards of 
the environment, discusses environmental topics and organizes 
member activities.  The Society also manages the Medicine Hat 
Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. to May Board 
Meetings: Schedule and location will be set by the new board 
after the AGM. 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible 
donation, write:  
  
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8 
Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225 
Annual Membership Dues:  Angela Turner 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program are 
another great way to support local nature and nature education. 
Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated! 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  
www.grasslands-naturalists.org 
GN Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/ 
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations: 
infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org  
On Instagram                                                                    
 https://www.instagram.com/grasslandsnaturalist 

 

President      Sheila McLeod 
Vice-President       
Secretary      Angela Turner    
Treasurer                 Paul Thibault           
 Past-President       Phil Horch 
 Directors at Large    Nick Reghr 
             Margie Booyens            
            Ivan Shukster 
                                   Bruce McLeod 

 

MH Interpretive Program 
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)  

www.mhip.ca 
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225               

Facebook & Instagram: @interpretiveprogram 
The Nature Centre is open year-round from: 

    9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday 

 Summer StoryWalk®: Finding Wild by Megan 
Wagner Lloyd                                                                            
In Police Point Park until Saturday September 
19 th 

In partnership with the Medicine Hat Public Library. 
Every child who completes the StoryWalk® will 
receive a token to take to the Medicine Hat Public 
Library and exchange for a prize! Tokens are 
distributed at the Nature Centre from Tuesday – 
Sunday between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm. 

Sunday September 13 th , 1:00-3:00pm        

Birds of Alberta Book Signing Event             

Police Point Park 

Join authors Gavin McKinnon and David Scott at 

this book signing/presentation as they take us 

through “How (Not) to Write a Field Guide” speaking 

on their recent book, A Field Guide to the Birds of 

Alberta. Copies of their new field guide will be 

available for purchase at the event.                                                   

There is no registration required for this free event. 

Sunday September 13 th , 1:00-2:00pm      

Eight-Legged Friends – Police Point Park 

Join us on an expedition to find spiders in their 

natural habitat. We will learn some of the species 

that call Police Point Park home and learn how to 

use handheld microscopes to aid in their 

identification. Please call 403-529-6225 to register 

for this program as spots are limited. 

Friday September 18 th , 10:00-11:00am 
Beginner Bird Watching Walk – Police Point Park 
Learn the basics of bird watching and catch a glimpse of 
some of the species residing in and migrating through 
Police Point Park. All ages and levels of birders 
welcome, binoculars can be provided as supply lasts. 

Please call 403-529-6225 to register for this program. 

                                                  …..continued on the next page 
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Sunday September 20 th , 1:00-3:00pm 

MIYWASIN DAYS – Métis Kitchen Party – Police Point Park 

Miywasin Friendship Center has partnered with the Interpretive Program to bring an exciting day 
of Me tis celebrations. Enjoy Me tis fiddle music, Me tis jigging and spoons, as well as Bannock over the fire. 
Everyone welcome! Please bring a lawn chair and prepare for potentially limited parking. 

Saturday September 26 th , 2:00-3:00pm 

Tardigrade Escapade – Police Point Park 

Moss Piglets, also known as Tardigrades or Water Bears, are micro-animals that live all around us. Join this 

guided walk to look for these tiny but tough creatures so we can look at them under our microscope! Free to 

attend. Registration is not required. 

Tuesday September 29 th , 9:00-10:00am & Thursday, October 1 st , 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

Foraging Walk & Talk Series – Police Point Park 

Learn about plant identification, foraging ethics and how to harvest edible plants on these guided walks. 

These programs are part of the Walk & Talk series partnership between the City of Medicine Hat and 

Primary Care Alberta. Free to attend. Registration is not required. 

Members Corner 

After a two-month summer break we are back to having monthly meetings…I’m hoping everyone 

had a great summer and will have some exciting stories to share.                                                                    

The next monthly General Meeting is Tuesday, September 22nd…lets have a big turnout and 

perhaps we can share some of those stories.                                                                                                                     

The Grasslands Naturalists Society welcomes new GN members, Amber-Lynn Burke, 

Allison Streisel, and Rafael Velarde & Arawan Wood.  

A big Thankyou Shoutout to Bruce McLeod for being the Chairman and organizing the 

Casino event which was held in August…also a big thankyou to all the volunteers that worked 

shifts, some of them late into the night….. this annual event is GN’s biggest fundraiser.  
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Bird Friendly City Update 

The Bird Friendly City (BFC) team consisting of Phil Horch, Marty Drut, Dan Schiebelbein, Ian 
Turner, Angela Turner, Ivan Shukster, and Jo-Anne Reynolds have been busy over the summer.          
In July the BFC team had a meeting with City staff to discuss the details of the BFC Initiative.           
The BFC team has been working diligently to complete the City’s application process required of all 
organizations that wish to work collaboratively with the City.    The team desires to have the BFC 
Initiative document ready to submit through the City’s Initiative Portal when it opens for 
submissions later this year. 



 

 
Presidents Report on Behalf of Grasslands Naturalists President Sheila McLeod 

By Bruce McLeod 

 

I would rather go to the dentist…  

Than go to meetings and be required to write a report … 

September 3rd, 2026 meeting of Grasslands Naturalists Executive I heard my inside voice say 

I would write the Sagebrush Chronicle Presidents Report on behalf of GN President Sheila 

McLeod (currently travelling in Australia) but it was my outside voice - here goes. 

What to say? 

Should I say how fortunate we are to live in Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada, have access to the 

environment at Police Point Park and the Cypress Hills? Should I say how fortunate I was 

that I ran into John SLATER at the Nature Center November 2018 and as a result became 

involved in GN? Should I mention the Nature Center ably managed by Alicia VOTH? Or should 

I start with 1985 when visionaries such as Bob TOWNSEND and Rob GARDNER got the 

Society rolling.  

I will simply focus on some of the present challenges GN faces.  

 Like many organizations our Society membership is ageing. (I once viewed our membership 

from the back of a meeting and suggested all the white hair made it appears like a field of 

mature dandelions). GN is fortunate to have some younger members but to ensure GN’s 

survival we must attract more youth. 

We need to pay attention to the Nature Center staffing pay/benefits to ensure the staff 

chooses to stay. 

We need Membership to volunteer for various executive roles/committees - some of the 

members are juggling multiple roles and we presently do not have a Vice President. 

We must fulfill our Mission Statement to continue to be Stewards of the Environment. 

If you have read this far I am certain GN President Sheila McLeod would like me to stress 

that she and I are not related – well except in humanity☺. 

Best to y’all balance of 2026 and into 2027.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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Upcoming Field Trips and Walks 

Field Trips and in Town Walks 

Submitted by Corlaine Gardner 

We hope that you all went out exploring our wonderful countryside and special places over the 

summer. Sending photos to our Facebook administrator and to our Sagebrush Chronicle editor 

would be a great way to show our active and interesting Club.  

 

The next field trip is coming VERY SOON! September 13, Ivan is leading a trip to Dinosaur Provincial 
Park.                                                                                                                                                                                                
We are joining with the MH Photography Club as a joint field trip.   We will meet at the NW corner of 
the Big Marble Go Centre parking lot at 8:00 a.m. for carpooling. We will drive to Dinosaur Park and 
have time to do several walks and explore different environments individually or in small groups.  

For more information about the park, go to the 
website https://www.albertaparks.ca/parks/south/dinosaur-pp/ 

We will gather together for the return trip to Medicine Hat, planning to arrive here about 4 p.m. 

Ivan says: Good footwear required. Lunch. Water. Cameras. Binoculars and good humour advised.  

If anyone would like to contact Ivan for more details, he suggests texting him at 825-903-6815 

Interpretive Programs 

Closer to home, you are all encouraged to take the opportunity to meet some new people and explore 

some different ideas. The Interpretive Program, managed by the Grasslands Naturalists, has some 

unusual events scheduled, including looking for scorpions. Check their schedule 

out.   https://mhip.ca 

Walk and Talk 

Parks and Recreation, coordinating with Primary Care Alberta, are hosting twice weekly strolls 

through different trails. Topics and themes vary, but so far they are interesting and varied chats with 

other participants as they walk different trails. Come out and support this 

new initiative, getting people out on our great trail system. One more session is scheduled for 9 a.m. 

Sept.15 & 6 p.m. Sept. 17, both meeting at Lorne Holden ball diamond.   Recent Walk and Talk photos below. 

 

  

Photo on 

left by 

Martha 

Munz 

Gue         

Photo 

on right 

by John 

Slater 
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https://www.albertaparks.ca/parks/south/dinosaur-pp/activities-events/dinosaur-tours-events/
tel:(825)%20903-6815
https://mhip.ca/


 

 
Love Big Country: Tales of Wildfire, Wildlife & Wild Times     

book reading by Mark Fletcher 

This event is co-hosted by the Grasslands Naturalists Society and the 

Medicine Hat Public Library on September 23rd at 6:30 pm 

Mark’s latest work draws straight from the heart of big country – 

adrenaline-charged, folksy Canadiana told in the kind of honest, 

conversational voice that pulls you in and doesn’t let go. Through his 

stories, he explores the rarely seen realities of life on the fireline, 

unexpected wildlife encounters, adventures off the beaten path, and the 

quiet ways we’re all more connected than we think.  Mark currently resides 

in Maple Creek. 

Enjoy reading excerpts of Mark’s new book                                                                           

‘Love Big Country’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy reading ex 

 

 

 

www.markfletcher.ca 
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Sharing 1% With Nature 

Submitted by Corlaine Gardner for September Chronicle 

 

Sharing 1% With Nature is a year round project. As fall arrives, we can look 
around at our space and consider what is happening with plants, birds, and 
other animals.  

 

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Garden for Birds has an excellent article about 
Fall projects. Did you know that chickadees brains actually increase in size at 
the time of year? They also offer a couple of webinars of interest to birders. If 
you want a quick checklist of fall projects, here is their top 5 ideas.  

Remove invasive plants.  

Turn off outdoor lights.  

Leave bird houses up.  

Make windows more visible to birds. 

Enjoy the migrants and the resident birds coming to your garden.  

Check their website and sign up for their email 
newsletter.  https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/ 

 

  

 

 

Fall feeder for Goldfinches and Chickadees                       photo by Corlaine Gardner 
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https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       …continued on next page                                                          …continued on next page  
Exciting Sightings 

As we approach the first week of September and an end to summer, fall avian migration is already well 
underway. At this time songbirds, shorebirds and other avian species travel from boreal forest/tundra 
breeding grounds to southern wintering grounds, many involving epic journeys to Central and South America. 
Fall migrants including wood warblers and other songbird species can be observed in appropriate habitats in 
Southeastern Alberta. 

This year the GN summer hiatus proved to be an exciting time for quality bird sightings in various parts of 
Southeastern Alberta, including Police Point Park, Manyberries and Wild Horse areas which attracted 
numerous visiting birders from Lethbridge, Calgary, and Edmonton. Exciting sightings included the following; 

 

Warblers- Also referred to as Wood-warblers, these 

colourful songbirds belong to the family Parulidae, 

they are quick and agile flitting about in a leafy 

canopy when foraging. In migration they are usually 

in small flocks of several species. In fall, most adult 

warblers are less brilliantly coloured than in spring, 

and immature warblers in dull plumages generally 

outnumber adults, which may cause confusion with 

accurate identification. Thus, their description as 

“Confusing Fall Warblers”.                                      

Wilson’s Warbler photo on right by Dan Schiebelbein 

Dan Schiebelbein encountered migrating Mourning Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, 

Canada Warbler, and Tennessee Warbler at Police Point Park on August 15 th . Bob Frew observed a 

male Black and White Warbler at Elkwater along the boardwalk just west of the old banding station. This 

warbler is streaked black and white all over and is always seen creeping along trunks and branches of trees 

looking for insects in bark crevices like a nuthatch. 

    

Chimney Swift- The sighting of several 

Chimney Swifts at Medalta Potteries on June 

6 th by Colton Prins, in what proved to be 

only the second sighting ever for Alberta 

were still being reported to be roosting at 

one of the potteries old chimneys as of July 

4th . Approximately 2 to 5 swifts were 

reported on a typical evening’s observation. 

Hopefully, the swifts will return to this site 

next year. 

Chimney Swift photo by Dan Schiebelbein 

Black-billed Cuckoo - This Cuckoo species is rare and seldom observed, but can be expected to occur 

annually, breeding is confirmed in the prairie region. Dan Schiebelbein reported a Black-billed Cuckoo at 

Strathcona Island Park on July 1 st , attracted to its presence initially by its distinctive call, and then 

confirmed visually, this species has a slender dark bill and a red orbital ring whereas the similar, Yellow-

billed Cuckoo has a thick extensively yellow bill and a buffy orbital ring. Milt Spitzer also confirmed the 

cuckoo visually at the same location on July 2nd.                                                                                                                                                            
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           Dickcissel                                                    Lark Bunting                                           Sage Thrasher                     

photos above by Nathan Thokle 

Dickcissel- This seed eating species is a rare to casual migrant in the west and is considered a vagrant in 

Southeastern Alberta. Its yellow eyebrow, thick bill and chestnut wing coverts are distinctive. The breeding 

male has a black bib under a white chin, and a bright yellow breast. Numerous local and out of town birders 

observed, photographed, and reported a male Dickcissel 3Km. north of HWY 501 on HWY 887. 

Lark Bunting- The breeding male is mostly black with distinctive whitish wing patches. It nests in dry 

plains especially in sagebrush. The species is irruptive and high numbers have been reported throughout 

Southeastern Alberta this spring and summer. A report of ~50 Lark Buntings by Lethbridge birder Ken 

Orich on July 21st , near Orion was fairly typical. 

Sage Thrasher- This species is considered a vagrant, with breeding confirmed. It has yellow eyes, white 

wing bars and white on the tail. Grayish above and streaked below. It nests in sagebrush plains. There have 

been repeated sightings in the month of June by many birders including GN members of the Sage Thrasher 

south of HWY 501 on RGE Rd. 63 just before the bend in the road. The species has yellow eyes, White wing 

bars, grayish above, and boldly streaked below. It nests in sage brush plains. 

Eastern Screech Owl- This small owl species is present and continues to be reported in our city parks 

including Police Point Park and Strathcona Island Park where the owl is usually seen roosting in a tree cavity. 

However, sightings can be highly unpredictable. On July 4 th , Dan Schiebelbein and a group of Edmonton 

birders were successful in locating an Eastern Screech Owl present at one of its regular cavities. Following an 

apparent absence during most of July and August. A recent sighting was reported by Bob Frew at Police 

Point Park on September 5th. 

Shorebirds- Due to fluctuating water levels and their effect on mud flats caused the loss of ideal habitat at 

Sauders Reservoir, and shorebird diversity there has been meagre, On August 6th Milt Spitzer reported six 

species; Red-necked Phalarope 4, Baird’s Sandpiper 24, and one each of Stilt Sandpiper, Sanderling, 

and Pectoral Sandpiper. 

Yellow-breasted Chat- A rather late sighting of a Chat was reported by Dan Schiebelbein and Milt Spitzer 

on August 29 th , at Police Point Park, a species for which breeding is confirmed there. Bob Frew reported 

the spring arrival of a Chat at Police Point Park on May 23 rd , and at Strathcona Island on May 26 th . The 

Chat is one of the species that attracts out of town birders. 

                 …continued on next page 



 

 Blue-headed Vireo- Some Vireos have “spectacles” and wing bars, others have eyebrow stripes and no wing 

bars, vireos also have short sturdy bills. The male Blue-headed Vireo has white spectacles, a bluish gray 

head, and yellow wing bars. Its song is similar to the Red-eyed Vireo’s but slower.  Milt Spitzer reported a 

Blue-headed Vireo on August 29th, at police Point Park. 

Lazuli Bunting- Local sightings of this much-coveted prairie species in Police Point and Strathcona Island 

Parks were reported from mid-May to the first week of August.  An update of this species’ abundance code 

from uncommon to common in spring and summer in the new Southeastern Alberta Bird Checklist. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird-  From the beginning of August to about the second week of September 

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds can be observed in Medicine Hat feeding on flowers and feeders as they fly  

south on their fall migration.  Dan Schiebelbein had them in his yard almost daily from August 14th to 

September 8th.   Barry & Judy Anderson and Ian & Angela Turner also reported  Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds feeding on flowers for several days this August.  

photos below by Dan Schiebelbein 

  

Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail 

Robert.frew@shaw.ca 

Recent GN Member Photo Submissions 

  

Above photos submissions by Rob & Corlaine Gardner from a recent trip to Grasslands National Park  

   10 



 

 More GN Member Photo Submissions 

 

Above photo by Bruce McLeod  

   

Upper right and bottom three photos 

by John Slater   A visit to Paul von 

Huene’s Ranch, the South 

Saskatchewan River and a photo 

of a Wandering Garter Snake. 

  

Merlin with prey                              

Photo by Milt Spitzer 

Twelve Spotted Skimmer Dragonfly 

Photo by Dan Schiebelbein 
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The Interpretive Program is delighted to be hosting a presentation and book 

signing event with Gavin McKinnon and David Scott, authors of the new Field 

Guide to the Birds of Alberta. Come down to the Nature Centre on Sunday, 

September 13th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm for an engaging talk and to connect with 

other local bird enthusiasts. Bring your own copy of the field guide or buy one at 

the event and have it signed by the authors. There will also be a short presentation 

about Nature Canada’s Bird Friendly City program to share awesome opportunities 

to support our feathered friends. About the book: “With clear descriptions 

designed to be accessible for beginner and intermediate birders, this extensive 

guide is also useful for experts in the field. It comprises 305 full-page species 

accounts for regularly occurring species and 29 abbreviated accounts for more 

rarely occurring birds. Each full account includes the most up-to-date species 

name; one to four full-colour photographs; a colour-coded range map; a clear 

description of appearance, status and distribution, habitat, behaviour, and sounds; 

and tips on where to find the species... With so many birds to see and hear in every 

region of the province, A Field Guide to the Birds of Alberta is the definitive guide 

for locals and visitors alike.” (from Heritage House Publishing) This public event is 

free to attend and registration is not required. For more information about this or 

any of our other programs visit our website (www.mhip.ca) or follow us on social 

media @InterpretiveProgram. CONTACT INFORMATION: Genevieve Mathieu, Park 

Interpreter, 403-529-6225, mhip@natureline.info. 

Birds of Alberta Book Signing Event 

Sunday, September 13th, 2026 from 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
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