
Dfgdfg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 June 2026                                                                                                                   Vol. 38, No. 06 
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                     Annual Potluck Dinner: Tuesday, June 23  

                        At the back Patio of the Nature Centre  

                          Arrive beginning at 5:00 PM with your dish to share.  

                                   The picnic and eating will begin at 5:30 PM  

         Simply bring a dish of your choice for sharing: either a main course, a  

       salad or a dessert.  Also bring a chair, cutlery and a plate. Coffee, tea and   

                                                lemonade will be available! 

                                                

 

 

 

SUMMER IMAGES 

  

  

            Photos above by Dan Schiebelbein 



  President      Sheila McLeod 
Vice-President       
Secretary      Angela Turner    
Treasurer                 Paul Thibault           
 Past-President       Phil Horch 
 Directors at Large    Nick Reghr 
             Margie Booyens            
            Ivan Shukster 
                                   Bruce McLeod 

 

MH Interpretive Program 
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)  

www.mhip.ca 
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225               

Facebook & Instagram: @interpretiveprogram 
The Nature Centre is open year-round from: 

    9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday 

 

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 

Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and 
artwork are welcomed but may be edited for 
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you 
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is 
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:    
dschieb50@gmail.com (403-504-4936). Do not imbed 

photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists 
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as 
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics 
and organizes member activities.  The Society also manages 
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. to May Board 
Meetings: Schedule and location will be set by the new board 
after the AGM. 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible 
donation, write:  
  
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8 
Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225 

Annual Membership Dues:  Angela Turner 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
are another great way to support local nature and nature 
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the 
Grasslands Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, 
reject or withdraw articles submitted. While due care will 
be taken of all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, 
GN cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
such articles. 
 

GN Website:  
www.grasslands-naturalists.org 
GN Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/ 
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations: 
infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org  
On Instagram                                                                    
 https://www.instagram.com/grasslandsnaturalist 

Friday June 12, 7-8pm, Nature Centre theatre      
Pansies, Prickly Pear, and Pollinators.                                  
The Wonder of Pollination                               
Following his previous presentation and talk called 
Fluttering Butterflies, Taber naturalist Lloyd Bennett is 
back to tell us about the other insects that pollinate. 
Registration is required, and donations are kindly 

welcome. 

Saturday June 13, 10am-12pm                             
Medicine Hat Biodiversity Challenge Walk     
More details later in this Chronicle. 

 Saturday June 13, 9:30-11am                                            
Red Rock Coulee Walk                                                  
Exploring one of Alberta’s most unique landscapes to 
discover the plants and animals native to the area. 
Participants are strongly encouraged to bring sturdy 

footwear, water, sun and bug protection. 

 
Sunday June 14, 1-3pm, Police Point Park                         

Art in the Park                                                            

Nature is both calming and inspiring, so what better place 

to paint than Police Point Park!  An outdoor, watercolour 

workshop with all materials provided.  $5/person, no 

registration required, please bring a lawn chair. 

 

Feel Good Fridays, beginning June 19, 10-11am, Police Point Park.                                                

These outdoor wellness programs will blend nature exploration with mental health and wellness 

support. This is a collaboration between the Interpretive Program, Medicine Hat Family Service and 

Recovery College Medicine Hat. For further dates, please see posters, check the website, or social 

media channels. 

 
                           ….continued on next page 
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Saturday June 21, 1-2pm, Police Point Park                                                                                                                

Fathers in Nature                                                                                                                                                                    

Discover the different types of fathers that are within the park! Some that go above and beyond, others who 

do what they need to do, and ones that went to the store to get milk and have not yet returned. 

 
Wednesday June 24, 7-9:15pm, Nature Centre theatre                                                                                 

Snakes on A Plain presentation                                                                                                           

Sheri Monk will be presenting on our local snake species; busting myths and presenting the true 

facts.  Join us to learn more about this much maligned and misunderstood reptile. Registration required. 

 Saturday June 27, 10-11:30am, Police Point Park                                                                                                      

Where the Wild Things Grow                                                                                                                                                                

A guided walk to discover some of the edible plants of Medicine Hat. Please download the iNaturalist app to 

you phone before this program.  Registration required. $2/person. 

 

Members Corner 
We welcome new members Gary Soucey, Sandi Robertson, Darcy Dumas, Kelly Blair, Lee 

Robins, Tara Goddu, and Nick & Tina Regehr to our society. We sincerely hope that your 

memberships will prove worthwhile and we look forward to meeting you at one or more of our 

functions. 

“MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL” This is your last reminder that 2026 GN Memberships are due for 

renewal. If your membership is not renewed by June 30 you will cease to be a member of the 

Society.  Membership Forms are at the back of this Chronicle. Please complete and leave at Nature 

Centre or they can be mailed.  

Note: There will be no General Meetings in June (potluck dinner instead), July nor August. We 

look forward to our next meeting on the 4th Tuesday September 22.                                                          

Have a Great Summer Everyone. 

Presidents Report 

   As I gaze out the window this evening -- Monday, June 8th-- I’m happy it’s sunny, not raining.  Yes, rain’s 

necessary.  However, watching the river rise last week provided a powerful reminder of nature’s power 

and how easily it either enhances our lives, or disrupts them. Last Thursday  many were concerned 

that Police Point Park and the Nature Center would flood, but by  Sunday many were out enjoying the 

results of the increased moisture -- myself at Cypress  Hills Park, finding a beautiful green world and 

spring wild flowers, as well as a chipmunk, who  was eating its greens and not bothered by our 

presence at all.  

  So, this month and all summer I hope we will all take advantage of opportunities to be out in nature, 

exploring, learning and enjoying. Have you walked Medicine Hat’s paths to see all the Scenic Views? 

Now would be a good time for that. Many nature walks and field trips are planned for the coming 

month– a Onefour Research Ranch Tour, and a trip to Red Rock Coulee, for example. See the details of 

all the outdoors experiences available through GN and the interpretive program in this Chronicle. 

 
          …continued on next page 
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 And please keep track of the exciting things you experience in nature, to share during the “Exciting 

Sightings” portion of our Get-together in September (the 22nd). It’s fun to hear each others’ stories and see 

photographs of unusual animals, plants, landforms, and birds, and even some common ones! We might even 

share Exciting Sightings at the Society of Grasslands Naturalists Potluck Supper (June 23rd) which starts at 

5:30 p.m.  

  The GN Board held its final meeting until September on June 3rd. At the meeting we learned hard-working 

Paul Thibault is taking a 3-month break from GN work, except for necessary treasurer duties. We wish him a 

good break of rest and relaxation. The GN Casino will be on August 11th and 12th.   Please contact Bruce 

McLeod if you are available to help. We also anticipate there will be a GN Display at the city’s July 1st 

celebrations in Kin Coulee Park.  Please let a board member know if you are willing to help staff the display. 

And the Board is in the process of increasing security for the “For Members” section of the GN website. We 

also discussed further steps needed to raise awareness of GN’s new strategic plan. However, board members 

too are looking forward to a break from GN business, except absolutely necessary business if it arises. Here’s 

hoping this season gives us time to decide how to share 1% of our part of this earth with nature, and where 

we are going, to explore nature.  

  Many thanks to all the GN. Members who continually help the society share its message and fulfill its 

purpose. And a special thank you to Melanie Barnett, who gave a lively presentation about her GN 

experiences at Pecha Kucha on June 5th.  

Sheila Mcleod, President 

Exciting Sightings 

As we enter the second week of June, spring migration has peaked, and with avian species’ diversity and 
numbers reaching optimal levels it is an excellent time for birding in the grasslands, wetlands, and riparian 
areas of Southeastern Aberta. In addition to this we can expect some late migrants, and some unexpected 
rarities to show up. Recent sightings include the following. 

Wood Warblers- A high number of migrating Tennessee Warblers passed through Police Point Park on May 
19th, 21st, and 22nd, identified by their distinctive three-part song consisting of several rapid two syllable notes, 
a few higher single notes, and ending by a staccato trill. These were closely followed by the passage of Orange-
crowned Warblers and Northern Yellow Warblers during the last week of May. 

 

 

Yellow-breasted Chat- The Chat is considered a specialty species in 
Southeastern Alberta, and its presence here in spring provides visiting 
birders the opportunity to observe it and other species that are 
difficult to find elsewhere. On May 23, Bob Frew heard a Chat  (a noisy 
jumble of harsh chattering and whistles} and caught a brief glimpse of 
it at Police Point Park.  On May 24t, presumably the same Chat was 
heard calling at the same location and photographed.  On May 26th Bob 
Frew heard another calling Chat at Strathcona Island Park, Chats 
prefer dense thickets and are shy, however their song usually betrays 
their presence. There are breeding records for the Prairie and Cypress 
Hills Regions.                                                                          Photo by Bob Frew 

 
Black-necked Stilt- This sleek and graceful wader has a long slender bill and spindly legs. It breeds in a 
variety of wet habitats, and its range is spreading north, and is now common in the prairie region. Barry 
Anderson reported fifteen Black-necked Stilts on the slough at South Boundary Rd. 13 Ave. on May 12. 

                     …continued on next page 



  Lazuli Bunting- Another much-coveted prairie species that 
is difficult to find in other regions has been reported at 
Police Point and other city parks with FOY sightings in mid-
May by both local and visiting birders. The bright turquoise 
above and on the males’ throat, a cinnamon breast band and 
white upper wing bars of the breeding male are 
unmistakable. Familiarity with this bunting’s song can be 
helpful in locating it. The species is common in spring and 
summer in the Prairie Region, with local sightings 
continuing into June. There are breeding records in both the 
Prairie (including Police Point Park) and Cypress Hills. 
regons, 

 

 

                          Photo by Dan Schiebelbein 

Swallows- On a May 16, visit to Michelle Lake in the Cypress Hills Dan Schiebelbein reported five species of 
Swallow; Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, and Cliff Swallow. 
Three of theses species have an “uncommon” abundance code 

Lark Bunting- The male is mostly black with whitish wing patches, its song is a varied series of rich whistles 
and trills, it nests in dry plains especially in sagebrush, The species is irruptive. Phil Horch reported three 
Lark Buntings alongside RGE Rd. 71 on May 24t.  Bob Frew tallied six male Lark Buntings and one female 
alongside RGE Rd.45 near the intersection of HWY 41/41A on May 28. 

 Western Tanager-Tanagers are brightly coloured 
songbirds, the male Western Tanager has a reddish head, 
black back, yellow rump and underparts, and distinctive 
wing bars. Milt Spitzer reported a male Western Tanager at 
the parking lot close to the former banding station in 
Elkwater on May 21st.                                     

 

 

                        Photo by Milt Spitzer 

Ovenbird- This warbler species is olive above, has a rufous 
crown with black lateral stripes, a bold white eye ring and is 
spotted below. Dan Schiebelbein heard the Ovenbird’s 
distinctive loud “teacher  teacher  teacher” call on the old 
Cross country ski trail at Police Point Park on May 28th. It is 
considered a rare spring migrant. 

 White-winged Scoter- This is the only scoter with white in the wings, which is conspicuous in flight, and 
shows as a small white patch on swimming scoters. The species is common on inland lakes during the 
breeding season.  On May 29, Bob Frew observed four scoters on Bullshead Reservoir, and after meeting Milt 
and Elaine Spitzer at Elkwater Lake seven more scoters were added there for a total of eleven. 

Dusky Flycatcher-Empids are drab with pale eye rings. Identification depends on their call, habitat, 
behaviour, bill shape and length, and other subtle differences. At the Horseshoe Canyon rim in the Cypress 
Hills on May 29, Bob Frew was able to detect the soft quiet call/song which Merlin identified as a Dusky 
Flycatcher. 

Brown Thrasher- This thrasher is species brown above and heavily streaked below, Thrashers are known 
for the rich variety and volume of their song. The Brown Thrasher is considered uncommon “infrequently 
observed in preferred habitat in the proper season”.  Bob Frew observed a Brown Thrasher singing at the 
same location on May 29, and June 2, in Police Point Park. 

Chimney Swift- Chimney Swifts are an “insectivore”, they are a medium-sized, sooty gray bird with very 
long slender wings and very short legs. Like all swifts it is incapable of perching on flat surfaces and can only 
perch on vertical surfaces. Many fly around all day and only come down at night when roosting.  First 
reported by Colton Prins on June 6th at Medalta Potteries. This is a very rare sighting for Medicine Hat and 
according to Dave Scott of the Alberta Birds Records Committee this is only the 2nd sighting ever for Alberta.  

Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail  Robert.frew@shaw.ca 
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BIODIVERSITY CHALLENGE 

"Love exploring the great outdoors? Curious about the plants and animals that surround us? The 
Medicine Hat Biodiversity Challenge might be right up your alley! To align with Nature Alberta’s 
province-wide Biodiversity Challenge, the Interpretive Program is offering a free guided nature walk 
from 10am to 12pm on Saturday, June 13th in Police Point Park. While we walk and look for wildlife 
to photograph, we will discuss using the free easy-to-use app (iNaturalist) to contribute to this and 
other awesome citizen science initiatives.  

About Nature Alberta's Biodiversity Challenge: “Between June 11-14th, 2026, join Alberta's 
naturalists, species experts, and environmental groups in documenting as many species as you 
can! Simply upload your photos of birds, plants, mammals, moss, lichen, mushrooms and 
insects to iNaturalist. Your contributions will be used to help understand more about the species 
that call Alberta home.” Registration is not required to join in the fun. Call 403-529-6225 for more 
information." 

 

           6 

https://naturealberta.ca/biodiversity-challenge/


 

 
SHARING 1% WITH NATURE                                    

Submitted by Corlaine Gardner 

Our club project incorporates all kinds of ways to Share 
our space with nature. Many residents of Medicine Hat 
who are not members of our club already participate. 
They just might not realize it.  
 
Through the winter, the bird feeders are out and 
attracting a lot of action. And the people who put them 
out, are sharing and enjoying nature. For summer, a 
source of water can be as important. It can be a fancy bird 
bath, or a simple dish on the ground.                                            
 

       Photo by Dan Schiebelbein 

Many people are already turning some of their landscaping into a way to feature native plants. Check around 
your neighbourhood for interesting front yards. It might be a little more difficult to see the habitat gardens in 
the backyard, or the pollinator lanes along an alley. If you chat with the residents, they might be happy to 
show you their projects.  
 
We are looking for photographs of Sharing 1% With Nature in action. If you can take some photos or tell any 
of our team members about the locations you found, please do. 
 
The David Suzuki Foundation Butterflyway Project has excellent resources for Habitat Gardening. Check them 
out. 
 

Making Pollinator Lanes 
     Submitted by Martha Munz Gue 

Look behind your fence and/or by your trash bins.  Are there weeds hiding in plain sight?   
Remove them by hand or tool (no chemicals).  
Then plant wildflowers and keep weeding by hand or tool (no chemicals).   
Talk to your neighbours about creating a “pollinator lane” with wildflowers in adjacent areas behind your 
fences.   
Sounds easy, doesn’t it?   And fun!    
Celebrate when 3 or 4 nearby properties have removed weeds from the lane, and planted wildflowers or 
blooming shrubs for the pollinators.  
Your “Pollinator Lane” celebration could be a cookie party in your back lane, with an invitation to other 
neighbours to encourage participation. 
Let’s aim for 3 pollinator lanes in 2026, each with 6 or more back of the fence properties on the way with 
wildflowers planted.  Will yours be one of them? 
  
Pictures of local butterflies can be seen at        https://mhbutterflies.weebly.com/     
Pictures of local wildflowers can be seen at      https://hatwildflowers.weebly.com                
  
A similar movement is the DSF Butterflyways project.  "Butterflyway Rangers" coordinate efforts in 
neighbourhoods. In Medicine Hat, so far, there are no Butterflyway Rangers.  The Ranger role is 
detailed here and a select few inspirational Ranger stories are told in this series of short videos 
called Butterflyway Diaries.     
However, with or without a ranger, we can each start the bees buzzing and watch the butterflies fluttering 
behind our own fences, and meet our neighbours in the process.     The birds will follow when the insects 
come and the wildflower seeds mature. 
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 Field Trips and Weekly in-town walks 

May 30th The Great Sandhills Expedition led by Milt Spitzer 

Birds, Ticks and Pronghorns 

Thirteen people participated in the GN trip to Sandy Point and the Great Sandhills.  Fortunately, the weather 
gods smiled favourably on us as the monsoon didn’t strike until our late afternoon return to Medicine Hat.   
 
Our first stop on this journey was a side trip into the Village of Schuler where a colony of Purple Martins have 
inhabited a Purple Martin house for a number of years now.  This is the furthest south in Alberta for such a 
colony and when entering this observation in ebird it still insists that this is a rarity and justification for this 
sighting is mandatory. 
 

  

Back tracking from Schuler we continued north on 
Highway 41 to the campground on the South 
Saskatchewan River at Sandy Point.  No sooner had we 
gotten out of our vehicles when Ian spotted a Common 
Nighthawk resting longitudinally along a tree 
branch.   We were also treated to the Peter, Peter, Peter 
calls of several Baltimore Orioles and then were 
entertained, at eye level, by a dating pair of orioles.   The 
shrubbery was rife with Gray Catbirds, both species of 
Kingbird, and an assortment of other species.  In all we 
tallied 23 species of birds during our one, hour stroll. 
 

 
Photos above by Ian Turner 

At the Great Sandhills Parking area we were again entertained by a number of Baltimore Orioles, Kingbirds, 
Catbirds and a few other species.  Our hike between the dunes was a disappointment in that, other than 
Common Nighthawks flying about, we saw very few birds.  In all our tally in the sandhills was 26 species 
which was by far exceeded by the number of ticks on our persons.  Bruce had the record of 15 ticks moving 
about on him but all of us experienced ticks to some degree. 
 
Travelling eastward to the Great Sandhills and then winding our way south we encountered many 
Pronghorns.  On the way to the sandhills we saw a mother with a very young fawn.  This sighting inspired 
Ivan to name this baby as the “Bird of the Day”.  On our way home we did see another Pronghorn with twins. 
 

                         …continued on next page 
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Also, along this southern homeward bound trip we encountered a few sloughs with a little water left in 
them which added a few duck species as well as a pair of Black-necked Stilts, an American Avocet and a 
Willet. 
 
In spite of the disappointment with the number of bird species in the sandhills I believe this was a 
successful trip. 
 
Milt Spitzer 
 

Photo by John Slater 

Wednesday In-town Nature Walk Photos 

Submitted by John Slater 

  
 

Low Larkspur                                

East Glen     Hoary Puccoon 
White Beardtongue          

SE Hill Trail 
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…. continued more Wednesday In-town Nature Walk photos by John Slater 

   
Mushroom Saamis Coulee  Wild rose Saamis Coulee    Cedar Waxwing Saamis Coulee   

June 17th Wednesday Walk --9:00am, meet at McCutcheon Trail Scenic Viewpoint sign.                       

June 24th Wednesday Walk --9:00am, meet at Jeffery’s Trail Scenic Viewpoint sign.                                                                                        

There will be no Wednesday nature walks during July and August. 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS AND EVENTS 

June 16 Onefour Research Ranch Field Tour- Meet at the Walmart parking lot 7 a.m. for carpooling to 

Manyberries.   The Field Day requires pre-registration and purchase of a ticket which includes the bus trip 

from Manyberries to the Research Ranch, and lunch.   “Tour the historic Onefour Research Ranch in the Dry 

Mixedgrass Prairie of Alberta and celebrate International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists 2026 with us! 

The day will be a mix of researcher, land manager, and producer talks at stops along the route.” 

 June 20 Cypress Hills Bird and Flower Trip- Led by Phil Horch.   The Cypress Hills host many birds that 

prefer the more wooded terrain.   And the flowers are so dramatic that we can’t ignore them!!   Meet for 

carpooling at 7 a.m. at the corner of the Walmart parking lot opposite Tony Roma’s.   This tour is mostly 

driving and brief stops with some moderate walking off trail. Bring lunch.   We should finish about 2 p.m. 

July 5, Red Rock Coulee-   Ivan Shukster will lead our exploration of this fascinating landscape of giant red 

boulders, popcorn slopes, tough prairie plants, and strange erosional features. Meet at Gershaw Drive A&W 

at 7 a.m. for carpooling. Bring lunch and lots of water. We should be back in Medicine Hat by mid to late 

afternoon. This is off-trail hiking requiring appropriate footwear and significant elevation gains. 

Alberta Native Plant Council is hosting an event in Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park on June 12 – 14.  

Anyone interested in a camping trip?  Chat with Hazel Gray or John Slater. 

August 8 Paul Von Huene’s Ranch- Details will be sent out in a Summer Field Trip Schedule which 

Corlaine will be sending out sometime near the end of June. 
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