Adopt-a-Pond or Path Celebrates Six
Years of Community Stewardship

The Society of Grasslands Naturalists is marking the completion of the sixth year of its
Adopt-a-Pond or Path initiative this October, celebrating the many residents, families,
community groups, businesses, and organizations that have helped care for Medicine
Hat's natural areas since the program began in 2021.

Invitations have been sent to current adopters. Anyone who adopted a pond or path
but did not receive one is asked to contact the organizers at
pondsandpaths@grasslands-naturalists.org.

Each year, residents are invited to take part in the initiative from early spring through
October. Participants choose a pond, path, Creekside stretch, river area, or coulee trail
near where they live, work, or play, and agree to visit it every week or two.

The commitment is simple: spend time in a nearby natural area, help keep it clean, learn
more about native plants, watch for invasive species, and invite someone elseto do the
same. By choosing places close to home, work, or recreation, volunteers can reduce
travel, lower their carbon footprint, and strengthen their connection to their own
neighbourhoods.

There is no limit to how many people can adopt the same pond or path. In fact, every
natural area benefits from more attention and care. Volunteers often find that their
regular visits not only improve the landscape but also create opportunities to meet
neighbours and build community.

The Adopt-a-Pond or Path initiative began in the spring of 2021. Within just a few
months, most of Medicine Hat's 20 ponds had been adopted. The program soon
expanded to include stretches along the creek, then the South Saskatchewan river, and
eventually the coulee trails.

Since then, participation has grown and changed from year to year, but many
volunteers continue to return to their chosen areas, season after season. Well over 150
volunteers have taken part, and their collective efforts have made local natural spaces
noticeably cleaner than they were before the initiative began.

One of the most recent groups to adopt an area is Cancarb. About half of the
company’s more than 80 employees volunteer to clean the area along the Brier Run
path and ball diamonds in northwest Medicine Hat, as well as the fence line around the
irrigation reservoir that keeps the playing fields green.
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Volunteers may participate as individuals or as part of a group, including households,
businesses, industrial teams, service clubs, and community organizations. In the early
years of the initiative, for example, a skateboarders’ club adopted the riparian area
between the creek and the road in Kin Coulee near the skateboarding infrastructure.

Beyond litter cleanup, the initiative also encourages volunteers to become familiar with
local ecosystems. Grasslands Naturalists is working on ways to help participants
identify native and invasive plant species. Volunteers are encouraged to reportinvasive
species through the Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System, known as
EDDMapS, at EDDMapS.org. Once a species is confirmed, landowners can be
notified, and the resulting distribution maps can assist municipalities, landowners,
and researchers.

Anyone interested in adopting a pond or path near where they live, work, or play can
contact pondsandpaths@grasslands-naturalists.org. Whether one person or many
choose the same area, Medicine Hat’'s natural spaces can use all the care and attention
the community is willing to give.
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