Grasslands Naturalists Annual General Meeting

March 24, 2026

. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm. 53 people were in attendance.
. The Indigenous Statement was read and shared with those in attendance.

. The City of Medicine Hat councilors, Bill Cocks and Dan Reynish, were in attendance
and were introduced and welcomed.

. Guest Speaker presentation --- Cheryl Bradley, a recently retired professional
biologist, spoke about “Water Licensing and Management in the South
Saskatchewan River Basin”.

. Sheila gave words of appreciation to all GN members and others for attending. She
thanked all GN Board members for all that they have done in the past year. She
also thanked others from the past year --- Cathy Linowski and Martha Maudsley,
Tina Regehr (for looking after Facebook for numerous years and now handed over
to Pat Ward), Hugh Armstrong with the Operations Committee, Milt Spitzer (for
editing the Sagebrush Chronicle newsletter for many years and now handed over to
Dan Schiebelbein), Linda Fisher (who looked after arranging the speakers for the
Indoor Program for many years, but has moved to northern Alberta), plus all other
Board members and Directors at Large. She also thanked her husband, Grant, for
all his support in her role as President.

. Exciting Sightings

Dan had a Varied Thrush in his backyard. According to the Bird Checklist it is
considered to be a rare sighting.

. Hugh Armstrong moved to accept the minutes from the March 25, 2025 AGM.
David Gue seconded the motion.
Carried.

. Paul von Huene moved to accept the 2025 Society of Grasslands Naturalists Annual
report.

David Gue second the motion.

Carried.



9. The Grasslands Naturalists Committee Chairs and Team Leaders were introduced.

Paul Thibault --- Governance Committee, Budget Committee, Historical Records,
and Indoor Program. Paul mentioned all the people on each committee.

Phil Horch --- Life Time Membership Committee, Birding Committee, Bird Friendly
City Committee

Corlaine Gardner --- Communications Committee. Corlaine mentioned all the people

on this committee. She mentioned that we now have Instagram too!

Hugh Armstrong --- Operations Committee. Hugh mentioned who is on the
committee. We are in the fourth year of the contract with the City for MHIP and
new negotiations will be coming up in the coming year.

10.The Medicine Hat Interpretive Program Report was presented by Hugh in Alicia’s

absence. There are some upcoming changes in the MHIP staff --- one staff is going

on medical leave and Erika is leaving. They are in the process of hiring more staff.
They have had a busy year with many excellent displays in the Nature Centre and a
great variety of programs were offered.

11.Martha Munz Gue --- Neighborhood Walks. Martha gave a brief overview of what
has transpired in the past year.

12.Corlaine mentioned that there will be a walk to Ross Creek on Saturday, March 28,
Meet at Walmart at 1 pm to carpool.

13.The Financial Report was presented by Paul Thibault.

We are healthy financially for MHIP, GN, and Casino. We have another Casino
coming up in August. MHIP has a cash reserve to cover approximately 9 months of
expenses, which is the recommended range for a non-profit organization. Paul
thanked Angela Turner for being Treasurer for most of the year, Jane McGough the
bookkeeper and Alicia Voth. He also thanked Bruce McLeod and Milt Spitzer for
auditing the books.



Summary of 2025 Financial Statements
GN Club ¢ Total Income: $8,855 ¢ Total Expenses: $9,509 ¢ Net Income: - $654
¢ 2025 Budget Net Income Projection: -$4,359 * Total Assets: $33,094

Casino ¢ Total Income: $21,931 » Total Expenses: $11,272 ¢ Net Income: $10,659
e Total Assets: $19,155

MHIP e Total Income: $276,750 * Total Expenses: $264,906 ¢ Net Income: $11,844
* 2025 Budget Net Income Projection: -$3,243 * Total Assets: $203,055
o Current Assets: $195,090 o Other Assets: $7,965

Dan Schiebelbein moved to accept the financial report.

Martha Munz Gue seconded.
Carried.

14.The Auditor’s Report was presented by Bruce McLeod.
Bruce commented about the honesty of the individuals involved with the financial
duties this past year and that Paul made it easy to review the books.
August 11 and 12t is the next Casino dates.

15.The report of the Nominations Committee was presented followed by the election
and/or acclamation of the 2026 executive.
Margie gave a review of the Nominations Committee past work involved in getting
people to fill the executive positions and/or offering to run for positions for Directors
at Large.
Melanie Barnett ran the election process.
Sheila McLeod has agreed to run for President for another year. No other
nominations came from the floor. Sheila won by acclamation.
No one has agreed to run as Vice President. No nominations came from the floor.
We will continue to search for someone to take on this role.
Angela Turner has agreed to run for Secretary for another year. No other
nominations came from the floor. Angela won by acclamation.
Paul Thibault has agreed to run for Treasurer for another year. No other
nominations came from the floor. Paul won by acclamation.

16.Bruce McLeod moved to accept all the reports presented.
Elaine Zimmer seconded.
Carried.



17.The meeting was adjourned at 9:36 pm.

Agenda of the New Executive Meeting

1. Confirmation of the 2026 Directors at Large positions:
Angela made a motion to accept and appoint the Directors at Large for the
Grasslands Naturalists Board --- Margie Booyens, Bruce McLeod, Nick Regehr,
and Ivan Shukster.
Paul Thibault seconded the motion.
Carried.

2. Our first monthly Board meeting will be held on Monday, April 13t from 5 to 7
pm. Paul will check if the Chamber of Commerce is available. If it is not

available, we will check to see if we can meet at the Nature Centre.

3. The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm.



