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                       BIRD LORE FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN ALBERTA CHECKLIST 
                                                         A Grasslands Naturalists’ Citizen Science Story 

Phil Horch and Marty Drut will present the work of the committee, which also includes Bob Frew, Ian Langill,                      
Dan Schiebelbein, and Milt Spitzer. 

 

 

The Grasslands Naturalists Bird Team Committee is excited to present 
its new 2026 Southeastern Alberta Bird Checklist, which covers the 
Prairie and Cypress Hills regions. This represents the culmination of a 
year-long work to update the previous 2013 checklist. It is a clear 
example of what Citizen Science can do in fulfilling one of GN’s main 
mission activities, ‘To assist in the collection and provision of records of 
species for statistical and educational purposes. 

 

The presentation will highlight what we know and what has 

changed over the years concerning the individual species, their 

relative abundance, and which ones breed and migrate in and 

through our area.  All of this will be presented with beautiful 

pictures taken by the team photographers. 
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MH Interpretive Program 
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)  

www.natureline.info 
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225 

Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark 
The Nature Centre is open year-round from: 

    9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday 

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and 
artwork are welcomed but may be edited for 
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you 
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is 
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:    
dschieb50@gmail.com (403-504-4936). Do not imbed 

photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists 
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as stewards 
of the environment, discusses environmental topics and 
organizes member activities.  The Society also manages the 

Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. to May Board 
Meetings: Schedule and location will be set by the new board 
after the AGM. 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible 
donation, write:  
 
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8 
Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225 

Annual Membership Dues:  Angela Turner 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
are another great way to support local nature and nature 
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  

www.grasslands-naturalists.org 
GN Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/ 
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations: 
infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org  
On Instagram                                                                    
 https://www.instagram.com/grasslandsnaturalist 
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Tuesday May 12 - Tuesday June 23 
*New Display* Rocking Around the Coulee.       
This display is all about Red Rock Coulee, from the 
boulders to the butterflies. It will explore the 
plants and animals that call it home and dive 
deeper into its many mysteries. 

Friday May 15, 7-8 pm 
Fluttering Butterflies – An Introduction to 
Butterflies of Southern Alberta 
Our guest presenter is SE Alberta naturalist, Lloyd 
Bennett. 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. Please call or visit 
the Nature Centre to register. 
Location: Nature Centre Theatre. 

Sunday May 17, 12-1pm River Walk 
Police Point Park, meeting at the first parking lot 
A free walk around the river, discussing what 
types of plants, animals, and organisms are living 
in the South Saskatchewan River. Please wear 
sturdy shoes, and bring some water. 
 
Sunday May 24 Spring Bird Count 
Please read the article later in this newsletter for 
more information. 
 
Saturday June 6, 9-10pm Batty About Bats 
Strathcona Island Park - meeting at the Heritage 
Pavilion parking lot 
$2 will reserve your spot on this evening walk to 
see, and hear the bats that live in the city.  The 
evening will begin with dispelling the myths about 
bats and taking a walk to hear and see some bats! 

Two brand new staff have joined the Interpretive 
Program team! Sarah Manning recently graduated from 
Medicine Hat College with her Bachelor of Education 
degree. Vikki Fode is currently studying Art & Design at 
Medicine Hat College, with previous studies in 
Environmental Science. Please introduce yourselves to 
Sarah and Vikki the next few times you visit the Nature 
Centre or join one of their programs. 

http://www.natureline.info/
http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
mailto:infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org


                                                       Monthly GN Get Together: May 26, 2026                                                                                           
In person at the Kiwanis Centre (861 11th Street SE, middle room on level 2) or by Zoom (information                     
regarding Zoom attendance will be provided by email prior to the meeting.                                                             
7:00 to 7:30 PM: Socializing, coffee/tea and cookies                                                                                                            
7:30 to 8:30 PM:  BIRD LORE FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN ALBERTA CHECKLIST…A Grasslands 
Naturalists’ Citizens Science Story by Phil Horch, Marty Drut, Bob Frew, Ian Langill, Dan Schiebelbein, 
and Milt Spitzer.                                                                                                                                                                            
8:30 to 8:40 PM: Short intermission                                                                                                                                            
8:40 to 9:00 PM: Club Updates 

 

2026 GN Membership Renewal 
It’s not too soon to think about renewing your 2026 GN Membership.  To this end membership 
application forms are at the end of this issue of the Chronicle and details regarding membership 
dues are on the second page of this Chronicle 

 

       Member’s Corner 

                                                                                  President’s Report                                                                                                                                                           

I’m tired, and maybe you are too, of all the negative environmental news we frequently receive.  

For example, at the Board’s May meeting last Wednesday, the Board discussed if and how it could 
respond, on the society’s behalf, to the news in the Medicine Hat News of May 1st that the Alberta Water 
Council is among several environmental advisory groups eliminated for minimal savings. Jay White, the 
Council’s vice-president, said, “The Council’s function is especially important now,” the article reported, 
“as the province faces increasing drought risk, water scarcity, climate uncertainty and competing water 
demands.” However, the Council’s final day of operations is May 26th.  

As well on Saturday May 9th, World Migratory Bird Day, many of us viewed the documentary film, “The 
Messenger”, at the library, sponsored by the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program, where we learned what 
is causing songbird mass depletion here in Canada and around the world. However, we were also awed 
by the amazing photography of songbirds and learned about the valiant efforts compassionate 
professionals and volunteers are making to slow or stop their alarming depletion.  

And that, I think, points toward strategies to reduce our despair about the environmental degradation 
we see and hear about so frequently. We can make time to learn about the natural world, allowing its 
wonder to fill us with awe and thankfulness. And we can care for the natural world around us, in both 
our working lives and as volunteers. Many of us have lived through multiple layers of environmentalism 
and need to continue long-held practices. “Waste not, Want not,” was the lifestyle of my childhood home 
and we can continue to use practices we learned years ago: for example, repairing, restyling, and 
recycling clothes to prevent textile waste. “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” was a motto of the environmental 
movement in the 70s and 80s and it’s still useful, reminding us that living with environmental care helps 
us feel less powerless and makes a difference to the earth and to our communities.  

Learning and experiencing joy in nature are provided by the Interpretive Program at the Nature Center 
in Police Point Park. And the Society of Grasslands Naturalists is doing its part by promoting the theme, 
“Sharing 1% with Nature”. So, as members, let’s share at least 1% of the space we occupy with nature. In 
Medicine Hat homeowners with back lanes are required by the city to keep theirs tidy up to the centre 
of the driving lane behind their property. Plant native species of plants and flowers in the soil of the back 
lane, maintain them, and watch the pollinating butterflies and other insects arrive, and you will be 
participating in “Making Pollinator Lanes”, a Sharing1% with Nature activity, initiated by Martha Munz-
Gue. Plant native perennials, bushes or trees in your front yard, back yard, or garden. Some of us might 
try planting native flowers in planters on patios or balconies, for their beauty and to restore a bit of the 
place we live to a natural state. Encourage plant nurseries to stock native plants.  Consult with Rob or 
Corlaine Gardner for more information. Perhaps you already know many ways to share 1% with Nature. 
Let’s talk about this in our community and make this our action to preserve the earth community in this 

decade and beyond.           Sheila McLeod, President 
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                                                         Exciting Sightings 

 The spring migration reaches its peak in the months of May and June, with a welcome influx of north-bound 

songbirds, hawks, waterfowl, and shorebirds. This includes those nesting on the prairie grasslands, wetlands, 

and riparian regions of southeastern Alberta, and others enroute to more distant boreal and arctic breeding 

destinations. This annual spring spectacle is greatly anticipated by novice and experienced birders alike. 

Recent avian sightings reported include the following. 

Yellow-rumped Warblers- Usually the first warblers to migrate through our region in spring, “Myrtle” 
Warbler has a white throat, whereas “Audubon’s” Warbler has a yellow throat. The Yellow-rumped Warblers’ 
arrival usually coincides with the emergence of the cottonwood blooms which attracts insects, which in turn 
attracts the warblers. A male “Myrtle” Warbler was reported at Police Point Park on April 22nd, and both 
“Myrtle” and “Audubon’s” were reported on May 4th. The Orange-crowned Warbler closely follows the above, 
and is a species easily overlooked if it is not singing, furthermore it is often confused with the Tennessee 
Warbler. Bob Frew and Milt and Elaine Spitzer observed a singing Orange crowned Warbler, in the bushes 
surrounding the main parking lot at Police Point Park on May 8th. Another anticipated arrival is the Yellow 
Warbler which is highly detectable both vocally and visually. Cold Lake and Lac La Biche are good birding 
destinations for finding eastern warbler species whose breeding range extends to Northern Alberta. 

 Say’s Phoebe-This tyrant flycatcher has a grayish back and a distinctive tawney belly. The species is highly 
migratory and is an early migrant. Dan Schiebelbein reported a single Say’s Phoebe at the Heritage Pavillion 
Pond at Strathcona Island Park on April 29th. 
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Pied-billed Grebe- Adult grebes are 

brown overall with a distinctive black 

ring around a thick whitish bill, and a 

black throat. The species nests around 

marshy ponds and sloughs. Dan 

Schiebelbein reported this uncommon 

grebe at the Heritage Pavillion Pond at 

Strathcona Island Park on April 29th.                   

                                                                         

Photo by Dan Schiebelbein 

Solitary Sandpiper- To add to his above sightings Dan Schiebelbein, reported this sandpiper species at the 

same location/same date. The bolder white eye ring, and shorter olive legs distinguish the Solitary 

Sandpiper from the Lesser Yellowlegs. 

Red-breasted Merganser- A shaggy crest, white collar, and a streaked cinnamon/brown breast distinguish 

the male Red-breasted Merganser from the male Common Merganser. Its appearance gives birders a brief 

window of opportunity during migration to observe this uncommon Merganser species. Numerous 

sightings were reported by local birders on the South Saskatchewan River, Rattlesnake Lake/Dam, Sauder 

Reservoir, and Murray Lake during the month of April, including those tallied on a GN field trip led by Phil 

Horch on April 11th.  

 Wilson’s Phalarope- When feeding on the water Phalaropes often spin like tops, stirring up larvae and 

crustaceans.  Females are polyandrous, and are larger and more colourful than males, which incubate the 

eggs. Bob Frew observed four female Wilson’s Phalaropes on a slough at TWP Rd.114/Black and White 

Trail on May 2nd.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
…..continued       



 Swainson’s Thrush- This thrush species has been reported by several GN birders during the first week of 

May. It is brown above, with buffy lores, a bold buffy eye ring, and a buffy breast with dark spots. It is 

common in spring and usually found in moist woods and swamps. Eric Volkes reported a sighting on the 

city’s Southeast Hill on May 7th, and Barry and Judy Anderson had a Swainson’s Thrush in their Ross Glen 

back yard, also on May 7th 

 

Broad-winged Hawk- This buteo is a 

rare spring migrant which has white 

under-wings with dark borders, and a tail 

with black and white bands. It was one of 

the highlights of  sightings by birders on 

the May 9th World Migratory Bird Day 

“bird walk” around Police Point Park led 

by Phil Horch. 

        Photo by Dan Schiebelbein 

Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail  

Robert.frew@shaw.ca 

 
                                                                   Sharing 1% With Nature   

                                                                      Submitted by Corlaine  Gardner  

Our project team is growing, pun intended! We have been gathering to plant seeds, plant ideas, and work 
on many different aspects of our Grasslands Naturalist featured project.   

Birds, butterflies, native shrubs, and flowers are all important parts of our prairie ecosystem, and we are 
helping create pockets of habitat. And we are sharing and enjoying being part of Nature. We encourage 
everyone with an interest in promoting specific projects within this broader concept, to come along and 
add to the success of  creating positive impacts on the health of our environment. And we are having fun!  

We highlighted the Carol Porter Bluebird Trail at our display for the Migratory Bird Day events at the 
library.  This demonstrates the positive impacts individuals can have. 

have.  

 

Time sensitive May 15:   This week, we are 

looking forward to a special presentation about 

butterflies. Our Interpretive Program has invited 

butterfly expert Lloyd Bennett to speak at the 

Nature Centre Friday evening, May 15.                 

Registration is required due to limited seating.    

Call now 403-529-6225.                                                       

Our Sharing 1% team will be represented there, 

including with our new Information pamphlet. 

“Sharing Your Space With Insects - 

Butterflies, Bees, and Other Pollinators” 
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                                  Field Trips and Weekly in-town Walks 
                                                               Submitted by Corlaine Gardner and Martha Munz Gue     
 

Weekly Wednesday Nature Walks for May and June 2026 leader Martha 
For the month of May we are meeting at the Tourist Visitor Center (across the highway from the college) every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. From there we will follow a different trail every week.  
 
In June the time and place of meeting will be different. To beat the heat we will meet at 9 am at Kinette Korner in Kin Coulee 

Park.  
 

More Adventurous Out of Town Field Trips 

 
May 30   Great Sandhills Expedition       Leader Milt Spitzer 

 

This will be an all-day trip departing from the 

Medalta Parking Lot at 07:00 after car pooling 

with a guestimated return time of about 4:30 to 

5:00 PM.  If driving, ensure your vehicle is topped 

up with fuel.  Our first stop will be a quick visit to 

the village of Schuler to view the Purple Martin 

Colony.   From there we will proceed to Sandy 

Point for a walk around and a biffy break.  We 

will then back track to Burstall heading directly 

east from there to the Great Sandhills.  After 

hiking around looking for spring birds we will 

then work our way southward on backroads to 

the Medalta.  Ensure you bring a lunch and water. 

 

June 16 Onefour Research Ranch Field Tour 
Meet at the Walmart parking lot 7 a.m. for carpooling to Manyberries 

The Field Day requires pre-registration and purchase of a ticket which includes the bus trip from 

Manyberries to the Research Ranch, and lunch. 

“Tour the historic Onefour Research Ranch in the Dry Mixedgrass Prairie of Alberta and 

celebrate International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists 2026 with us! The day will be a mix of 

researcher, land manager, and producer talks at stops along the route.”                                …..continued 

 

                 Photos by Milt Spitzer 

https://iyrp.info/
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June 20   Cypress Hills Bird and Flower Trip 
Leader Phil Horch   
The Cypress Hills host many birds that prefer the more wooded terrain. And the flowers are so dramatic 
that we can’t ignore them!! Meet for carpooling at 7 a.m. at the corner of the Walmart parking lot 
opposite Tony Roma’s.  
This tour is mostly driving and brief stops with some moderate walking off trail. Bring lunch.  We should 
finish about 2 p.m. 
 
July 5,   Red Rock Coulee   
Ivan Shukster will lead our exploration of this fascinating landscape of giant red boulders, popcorn 
slopes, tough prairie plants, and strange erosional features.  
Meet at Gershaw Drive A&W at 7 a.m. for carpooling. Bring lunch and lots of water. We should be back 
in Medicine Hat by mid to late afternoon. This is off-trail hiking requiring appropriate footwear and 
significant elevation gains.  
 
 
Where Would YOU Like to Go?? 
We would like to put together field trips for July and August in time for publishing in the June 
Sagebrush Chronicle  (by June 9) 
Suggest destinations!    Suggest leaders!      Brainstorm ideas!     In town or out of town.      Day 
trips or overnight.  
 

                                    Grasslands Naturalists Recent Activities 
 
May 2 Spring Wildflower Walk 

 

  

The snow postponed our 

wildflower walk until May 2. 

On the sunny morning, we 

strolled down the East Glen 

trail, finding white and 

yellow prairie parsley, lots of 

moss phlox and a few fuzzy 

crocuses. It was a chance to 

figure out what different 

wild flowers need.   

Photos by John Slater 

  

On May 6, the Wednesday Walk checked out what the Visitor Center has to offer and then drove 
across to the Medicine Hat Culture Center to visit the college pond and the seven teepees that were 
standing proud on the grounds.                   Photos by John Slater 

We had the opportunity to talk 

with a trapper who had one of 

the teepees set up for visitors to 

learn about indigenous  trapping 

in southwest Alberta. We also 

enjoyed meeting the president 

of the newly formed Alberta 

Metis self-governing 

organization, who was raised in 

Medicine Hat. 



 May 9th World Migratory Bird Day Walk            Leader Phil Horch 

 

The Birds Joined Us 
 On World Migratory Bird Day 

 
This year the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program and Grasslands Naturalists joined forces to 
commemorate World Migratory Bird Day on Saturday May 9. Thanks to the initiative of interpreter 
Genevieve Mathieu along with collaboration from GN’s Bird Committees the event provided a wonderful 
focus on the challenges facing the world’s bird populations. To top it off the birds joined in as 22 GNers 
gathered at Police Point Park to welcome them! Phil Horch led a 2-hour bird walk that started with the 
singing of Yellow Warblers and Spotted Towhees. The former were first of the year (FOY) migrants. They 
were only the beginning! 
In short order the air rang with the singing of White-Crowned Sparrows and Yellow-Rumped Warblers, 
usually the first warbles to arrive every spring. Usually the first week of May is a time when sparrows  
blessed us with their presence and before this bird walk was over we were joined by a Chipping Sparrow, 
Clay-Collared Sparrows and at least 2 Song Sparrows. As our group arrived at the river’s edge we found 
a “hot spot” which sometimes happens during migration. Aided by a departing fisherman who flushed 
many species we soon added Orange-Crowned Warbler, Downy Woodpecker, Flicker, Cedar Waxwings, 
and others. On the river itself were flying Terns, Pelicans, Killdeer and, of course our nesting Bald Eagles 
which have two eaglets along with two adults.                                                                      ….continued 
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                Photo by John Slater 



 Our group then noticed a smallish hawk perched on a cottonwood which was quickly identified as 
a Broad-Winged Hawk. Our bird of the day! This migrant does not nest in southeastern Alberta but 
heads to the deciduous and mixed forests of central and northern Alberta. It is considered rare in 
the Medicine Hat area in spring. A few are known to nest in the Cypress Hills where they are 
classified as uncommon. As we excitedly watched, this bird left its perch and began circling 
directly overhead giving us spectacular views of its broad wings and the single white band on its 
tail. Our day was made! 
Following the bird walk at Police Point Park our observance of World Migratory Bird Day continued 
in the afternoon at the Medicine Hat Public Library auditorium with the showing of the award-
winning movie “The Messenger” with about 50 people in attendance.  It is a sobering look at the 
threats our migratory bird species face during their twice-yearly migration and along other times of 
year as well. Songbirds are the most badly affected and their numbers are declining alarmingly 
worldwide. Since the 1960’s many songbird species numbers have declined 40-60 % and continue 
to drop quickly, especially insect-eating species such as swallows and grassland species such as 
Chestnut-Collared Longspurs and prairie sparrows. These latter species are arriving in 
southeastern Alberta in the remaining month of May.  
World Migratory Bird Day is meant to draw attention to the beauty and importance of our bird 
populations and also make us aware of their modern-day plight.  
At the movie presentation GN’s new updated bird checklist was announced and copies were 
distributed to all in attendance. Members of GN can pick up their own copy of this important 
publication at the Nature Center. It is free of charge. 
 
Submitted By Phil Horch 
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                                                   42nd Annual Spring Bird Count 

 

"The Medicine Hat Interpretive Program is 
looking for volunteers for the 42nd Annual 
Spring Bird Count which will be taking place on 
Sunday, May 24th, 2026. This long-standing 
citizen science project aims to track bird 
populations across Alberta at a fixed time of year, 
providing insight into population trends over time. 
It also encourage cooperative efforts toward 
understanding local natural history! There are 
several ways to participate including walking, 
driving or monitoring at a bird feeder. New bird 
count volunteers are always welcome and can 
be paired up with more experienced participants. 
For more information, or to sign up to participate 
in the count, please contact Genevieve Mathieu 
at the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program: 
403.529.6225 or info@mhip.ca. Please provide 
us with your name, phone number, email 
address and which territory you would like to do 
(optional). If you are willing to help a new birder 
participate in the count, please let us know that 
as well.                                                   

Submitted by Genevieve Mathieu  

mailto:info@mhip.ca


 
                                                                       Casino Fundraiser 

Fellow Grasslands Naturalists - Casino Fundraiser -  Volunteers Required - Copper Coulee Casino 
August 11/12, 2026.  Copper Coulee Casino, 1051 Ross Glen Drive, SE; Medicine Alberta   
10251943 Manitoba Ltd (Formerly Medicine Hat Lodge)                                                              

Society of Grasslands Naturalists have been assigned August 11/12, 2026 for a casino fundraiser - 
Shifts 2:30 PM to 9 PM or 8:30 PM to 2 AM. 

NO experience required! 

News Flash!!!! Did you know that everyone that volunteers 

receive a free meal during their shift break. (burger and fries, or a 

steak sandwich, or wings, etc,etc, plus a beverage).                                                       

This is GNs’ biggest fundraiser, so please sign up!                                        

Contact Bruce McLeod at   roxymcleod@shaw.ca to do so. 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY SUBMISSIONS 

submissioniNCLISIONS 

 
This Swainson’s Hawk 

showed up in John Slater’s 

yard on April 28th and then 

again on May 9th….possibly 

nesting in the area. 

 

  

Here is a choice of 
pictures of Scented 
Sumac which blooms 
early May before leaves 
show up. For those who 
don’t like the scent, an 
alternate name is skunk 
bush.  Last year’s red 
fruit feeds early arriving 
birds.     Submitted by 
Martha Munz Gue 

 

Ranchlands Ospreys   photos by Dan Schiebelbein 
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mailto:roxymcleod@shaw.ca
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