
Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting – March 4, 2026 

1. The meeting was called to order at 4 pm. 

2. In attendance:  Sheila McLeod, Phil Horch, Paul Thibault, Margie Booyens, Ian Turner, 

Melanie Barnett, Angela Turner.  Guests:  Corlaine Gardner. 

The Indigenous Statement was read and shared with those in attendance. 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

Phil moved to accept the agenda. 

Margie seconded the motion. 

Extra additions to the agenda: 

Communications Committee report was provided with no discussion or action required. 

Prepare for City of Medicine Hat Energy, Land and Environment Committee meeting 

coming up in April. 

Motion to accept motion from Strategic Planning recommendation. 

For the January Board meeting minutes go back to Justin Wright’s December meeting 

reporting and change to ‘the meeting took place and a verbal report was provided at 

the meeting’. 

Ian made a motion to accept agenda as amended. 

Paul seconded the motion. 

Carried. 

4. The minutes from the February 4, 2026 Board meeting. 

Ian moved to accept the minutes from February 4, 2026 Board meeting. 

Phil seconded the motion. 

Add to the minutes --- Website security, filing cabinet code at the Nature Centre, or 

anyone who has a GN password was briefly discussed. 



Carried.  

5. Business arising from the February 4th minutes. 

Betty Aiken petition email to do with coal mining petition.  Discussion was held.  We 

agreed that individuals were able to sign if so desired, not Grasslands Naturalists as a 

club.  We’re okay to invite her to the next meeting.  Sheila will let Betty know about 

our decision and invite her to have a table set up at our upcoming meeting. 

 

Honorary Memberships – Hugh Armstrong and Anne Bernhardt nominated.   

Paul made a motion to accept both candidates. 

Phil seconded the motion. 

Carried. 

The Honorary Memberships will be presented in May or June. 

Ian and Angela will prepare the certificates. 

 

Report of the Adhoc Nominations committee for the new executive and possibilities 

for Directors at Large positions.  

So far, there is nobody for the Vice President position.  Melanie Barnett and Ian 

Turner are both stepping away from their Directors at Large positions.  Bruce 

McLeod, Nick Regher, and Ivan Shukster have agreed to join as Directors at Large 

positions. 

 

Meeting arrangements, publicity and agenda. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on March 24th.   

The time will be changed to socializing 7:00 to 7:30 pm, speaker at 7:30 to 8:30pm, 

and wrap up meeting 8:30 to 9:00 pm.  Melanie will run the election process.  

Corlaine will put an advertisement in the MH News.  

Margie will write an article about the elections to be included in the March 

Sagebrush Chronicle newsletter. 

Website security, filing cabinet code, or anyone who has a Grasslands Naturalists 

password was briefly discussed.  Corlaine felt at least three people should have all 

the various passwords.  So far, David Gue has access to the MHIP website.  Paul says 

it’s very important that all Board members use the GN webmail for security reasons.  

Paul made a motion to get a credit card to move Grasslands Naturalists website from 



his personal account to a Grasslands Naturalists account.  Margie seconded the 

motion.  Carried. 

 

6.  Bundled Agenda Items 

Reports provided to the board in writing with no discussion or action required. 

 

Financial Report - Paul  

GN    Casino    MHIP 

Chqing   $5,641.90  $17,023.80   Current Assets  $366,691 

Savings  $6,089.27      Other Assets     $    7,965 

GIC         $10,000 

GIC         $  5,240 

GIC         $  5,225 

 

Adhoc Adopt-a-Pond committee financial request 

Request for $120 for year 6 kickoff of Adopt-a-Pond.  Paul said we can use the funds 

from the Board Discretionary funds.  Phil moved, Ian seconded.  Carried. 

 

E-mail to Sheila from Anita Carswell – September is the next opening of the 

environmental proposal platform 

 

6. Reports on items submitted to the board in writing requiring discussion and/or 

approval. 

 

Bird Committee Report 

Phil showed off the new, fresh off the press copy of the Bird Check List.  The final 

printing of the check list is being done shortly. 

 

Bird Friendly City 

Our next meeting is on March 12th.  We will be reviewing the City’s Environmental 

Proposal Platform and what it entails.  We are having a joint event with MHIP on May 9th 

at 2 pm to have a movie showing of “The Messenger” at the Medicine Hat Public Library.  

MHIP and GN will have a table of displays at the event and possibly give a brief talk to 

those in attendance about Bird Friendly City.  Phil made the motion to support this event, 

Ian seconded, carried. 

 



Instagram Account Proposal – Melanie 

Melanie is joining the Communications Committee which is great news.  She emailed 

us a document where she provided what an Instagram account for GN could look like.  

She gave an overview of what Instagram is all about.  The aim of Instagram is to promote 

a lifestyle and is used by younger people which would be great for Grasslands Naturalists 

promotion.   Melanie has offered to look after the Instagram account for GN.  We are 

encouraged to submit pictures.  Melanie made a motion from the board for permission 

to create an Instagram account for Grasslands Naturalists.  Ian seconded the motion.  

Carried. 

 

Two reports from Martha Munz-Gue: 1.  Weed Circle of Concern proposal emailed 

on September 18.  2.  Pollinator Lanes proposal.  

7. Follow-up from Strategic Planning Meeting of Feb. 27th. 

Paul made a motion to accept the recommendation made at the Strategic Planning 

meeting on February 27th.  Ian seconded.  Carried.  Margie made a motion to 

establish an Adhoc Membership Committee.  Ian seconded the motion.  Carried. 

 

8. City of Medicine Hat Energy, Land and Environmental Committee meeting coming 

up on April 21st at 11 am at City Hall. 

We need to plan what we are going to present at that meeting to the committee 

members --- council members Ted Clugston, Stuart Young, Bill Cocks, and possibly 

mayor Linnsie Clark.  We need to plan our approach.  We could have our meeting via 

Zoom.  April 8th at 7 pm was the decided time.  Paul will set up the Zoom invite. 

9. The meeting was adjourned at 6 pm. 


