
GN Board Meeting – April 13, 2026 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:05 pm.  In attendance were:  Sheila McLeod, Phil 

Horch, Paul Thibault, Margie Booyens, Bruce McLeod, Ivan Shukster, Angela Turner, and 

guest Martha Munz Gue.  The Indigenous Statement was read and shared with those in 

attendance. 

2. Acceptance of Agenda.  
-Bruce will have comment about the upcoming Casino. 
-Phil will report on Birding Check List. 
-Received a report from Corlaine for Communications Committee (no 
discussion is required). 
Margie made a motion to accept the agenda with additions. 
Bruce seconded the motion. 
Carried. 
  

3. Adoption of minutes from March 4, 2026 Board meeting. 
-Phil made a motion to accept the meeting minutes from the March 4th 
meeting as amended. 
-Paul seconded the motion. 
-Carried. 

 

4.  Business arising from the March 4th minutes 

-Welcome new Directors at Large --- Bruce McLeod, Nick Regehr, and Ivan Shukster. 

-Follow up on need for a Vice President also one more Director at Large. 

Martha suggested that the Director at Large positions maybe could rotate in the Vice 

President position to help Sheila out. 

 

-On-going discussion of Board Meeting Location, day of the week and time.    

It costs approximately $60 per meeting to use St. John’s Presbyterian Church. 

We will have the next meeting at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, but we should check 

with the City if we can use the Nature Centre after hours. 

 

-Discussion of date, time, and place of the Board Orientation. 

After discussion it was decided to have the meeting on July 6th.  The place and time is 

to be determined. 

 

-Preparations for City of M.H. Energy, Land and Environment Committee meeting on 

April 21st at 11:00 a.m. in Ted Grimm Conference Room at City Hall.    



The questions that the board members (Sheila, Phil, Paul, Margie) at the virtual 

planning meeting on April 8th agreed to prepare, to be delivered to the city hall for 

the members of the Energy, Land and Environmental Committee by Sheila on April 

14th were discussed and recommended changes were made to the questions. 

Another question about the berms and possible flooding of the Nature Centre if 

there was a flood to happen was to be included in the questions to the councillors 

and mayor. 

5.  Bundled Agenda Items 

-Paul made a motion to accept the Budget Committee’s recommendation to 

have up to $1000 from Casino funds for MHIP to change the website domain 
name and to move the MHIP website from its current account to a MHIP 
account. Bruce seconded the motion.  Carried. 

 

- Making Pollinator Lanes - Martha Munz-Gue. 

Look behind your fence in the lane.  Pull weeds and plant wild flowers instead.  
Spread the word and encourage your neighbors to join in.  Could this initiative 
be part of the 1% For Nature Steering Committee that Rob and Corlaine 
started?  This should be looked into.   Ask Rob and Corlaine when their first 
meeting is and if they could have input from Martha about the Pollinator Lanes 
to be included with the 1% For Nature Committee.  
 
-Adopt a Pond Report – Margie 

The committee met with City employee Anita Carswell from Energy, Land and Gas 

Production.  “Trash pick up” was not allowed in the Adopt-a-Pond Areas of Responsibility, 

but “keeping the environment clean” was okayed by Anita.  Margie asked to approve the 

Areas of Responsibility as written with the City requirements, Paul seconded.  Carried. 

 

-Treasurer’s Report – Paul  

Income Statements and Balance Sheets 1 January to 31 March 2026 

 

GN Club  • Total Income: $1,804   Casino • Total Income: $72  

    • Total Expenses: $1,980    • Total Expenses: $2,841 

    • Net Income: -$176       • Net Income: -$2,769 

    • Total Assets: $32,577     • Total Assets: $16,349  

 

MHIP  • Total Income: $65,452 (city contracted prorated) 

          • Total Expenses: $61,658  

• Net Income: $3,794  

• Total Assets: $359,270  

o Current Assets: $350,605  

o Other Assets: $8,665  

 



 

For March 2026 

  

GN Club • Total Income: $450   Casino • Total Income: $0 

    • Total Expenses: $175     • Total Expenses: $571 

    • Net Income: $275     • Net Income: -$571 

Paul thanked Jane McGough for preparing the financial statements. 

 

-Indoor Program Report – Paul 

Lorne Fitch is the speaker for the April meeting. 

The Bird Checklist group will be presenting at the May meeting. 

Several options are being considered for the September meeting, but nothing is finalized. 

Alvin First Rider, an Indigenous speaker, will be presenting at the October meeting.  

Genevieve Mathieu will be presenting the History of the Interpretive Program at the 

November meeting. 

Paul suggested that as well as a member’s night, possibly a student’s night (students from 

Medicine Hat College) for one meeting night.  

 

-Life Time Member - Phil 

Ann Bernhardt was nominated, but she declined.  Hugh Armstrong was nominated and has 

agreed to receive the honor.  The presentation will be at the June Pot Luck.  

 

-Endangered Species Days at Paul and Twyla von Huene Ranch – April 29 & May 13 

Martha Munz Gue, Ian Turner, and Angela Turner have volunteered to help out for May 13th 

event. 

-The next Gas City Kiwanis meeting is on April 16, 7:00 P.M.  Who will go?  

Ian has agreed to attend the meeting. 
 
-Nature Alberta’s City Nature Challenge   Collaborating to document urban biodiversity.  April 

24 to 27 and/or April 28 to May 10.  Results to be announced May 13th.  Is there a way GN 

could do this in Medicine Hat?  Paul will look into this with Nature Alberta and let us know 

what is involved - Paul 

-Storage of Bird Check Lists 

Phil mentioned that he has several boxes of the Bird Check Lists and we need to determine 

where they can be stored.  No decision was made. 

6. Next step for Strategic Plan?  A completed print-out.  How to share with GN members? 

- Distribute to all Board members to review and then we will discuss again at the next Board 

meeting. 



-Needed Motions – Motion to name Martha Munz-Gue and Corlaine Gardner co- chairs of the 

Field Trip and Weekly Nature Walk Committee. 

The committee can designate their own co-chairs.  John and Martha will be in charge of the 

weekly Neighborhood Walks and Corlaine will plan the Field Trips. 

 

-Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference in Saskatoon, May 5 - 7.  

 Could GN help one or two members to attend? ---  especially if they return with a report or a 

program? Information is available at: prairiecesc.ca  The Casino funds can not be used to 

cover these costs.  The club could pay for registration (approximately $400), but not the 

accommodation or gas money.  After discussion, it might be too late to do this. 

7.   Casino – Bruce 

-Bruce gave updated information for contacting AGLC regarding the Casino account 

8.  The meeting was adjourned at 7 pm.  The next meeting location and time will be 

announced at a later time, possibly on May 11th from 5 to 7 pm. 


