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             Lorn Fitch Presentation 28 April 2026 

       Conservation Confidential: A Biologist Investigates 

                  the Clash Between Progress and Nature 

Lorne Fitch has 50 years of experience as a biologist. He co-founded the well-known stream 

conservation group Cows and Fish and has been honoured with multiple provincial and national 

awards.  

In recent years, Lorne has written three very well-received books: ‘Streams of Consequence: 

Dispatches from the Conservation World’, ‘Travels Up the Creek: A Biologist’s Search for a Paddle’, and 

‘Conservation Confidential: A Biologist's Take on the Clash Between Progress and Nature’. 

We were very fortunate to have Lorne read from the first book at our 2024 AGM. We are delighted to 

have the opportunity to hear his insightful conservation views and inspiring personal stories as he 

reads from his most recent book. 
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MH Interpretive Program 

(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)  

www.natureline.info 
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225 

Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark 
The Nature Centre is open year-round from: 

 9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday 
 
Sunday April 12th, 1-2pm 
Signs of Spring -Police Point Park 
Come down to Police Point Park for a nature walk as we 
search for signs of spring! We will be looking and listening 
for returning migratory birds, budding trees, and 
emerging insects like caterpillars and bees! Learn about 
seasonal change and how it affects ecosystems in 
Medicine Hat. 
 
Thursday April 16th, 7pm 
This Bud’s For You: Plant ID Walk -Police Point Park 
Learn about plant identification and Nature Alberta’s 
Plantwatch program on this guided walk in Police Point 
Park. Minors must be accompanied by a guardian. 
 
Saturday April 18th, 10am-3pm 
Earth Day-Police Point Park 
MHIP is excited to host the 5th annual Earth Day at Police 
Point Park, in partnership with Medicine Hat Parks and 
Recreation Department. This free, family-friendly event 
offers something for everyone! Pick up your Earth Day 
passport at the Nature Centre, visit all activity stations to 
collect stamps, and enter our draw to win great prizes. A 
first-come, first-served BBQ will be available from 1:30 
pm-3:30 pm for participants in the activity stations or 
city-wide Litter Blitz, while supplies last. 
 
Friday April 24th, 3-4pm 
More Trees, Please Walk - Kin Coulee end of South Kin 
Coulee Road SE near baseball diamond + highway. 
$5 per person; registration required. Join MHIP and Jeff 
Quinlan, ISA Certified Arborist with the City of Medicine 
Hat Parks and Recreation, to learn about urban trees. The 
program covers selecting, planting, and watering new 
trees, caring for existing ones, and supporting boulevard 
trees through the Adopt-a-Tree program and Growing 
Canada’s Community Canopies initiative. Participants 
may win a tree gator bag or soaker hose, generously 
donated by the City of Medicine Hat Parks + Recreation. 

 
Sunday April 26th, 1-2pm 
On The Rocks -Gas City Campground, meeting in 

Sunday April 26th, 1-2pm 
On The Rocks -Gas City Campground, meeting in the 
parking lot 
Let's explore the coulees and geology of gas city 
campground! We will be talking about the different types of 
rocks and potential fossils that can be found at the bottom 
of the coulees in Medicine Hat. Registration required.  
 

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and artwork 
are welcomed but may be edited for publication. 
Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you would like to 
advertise in the Chronicle, more information is available from the 
editor. Submissions are to be sent to:    
dschieb50@gmail.com (403-504-4936). Do not imbed 

photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists in 
the collection and provision of species data, acts as stewards of 
the environment, discusses environmental topics and organizes 
member activities.  The Society also manages the Medicine Hat 

Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. to May Board 
Meetings: Schedule and location will be set by the new board 
after the AGM. 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible 
donation, write:  
 
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8 
Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225 

Annual Membership Dues:  Angela Turner 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program are 
another great way to support local nature and nature education. 
Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated! 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  

www.grasslands-naturalists.org 
GN Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/ 
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations: 
infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org  
On Instagram 
 https://www.instagram.com/grasslandsnaturalists/ 

http://www.natureline.info/
http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
mailto:infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org


 

  

                                                       Monthly GN Get Together: April 28, 2026                                                                                           
In person at the Kiwanis Centre (861 11th Street SE, middle room on level 2) or by Zoom (information                     
regarding Zoom attendance will be provided by email prior to the meeting.                                                             
7:00 to 7:30 PM: Socializing, coffee/tea and cookies                                                                                                            
7:30 to 8:30 PM: Guest Speaker: Lorne Fitch: CONSERVATION CONFIDENTIAL: “A Biologist Investigates 
the Clash Between Progress and Nature”.                                                                                                                                            
8:30 to 8:40 PM: Short intermission                                                                                                                                            
8:40 to 9:00 PM: Club Updates 

                                                                    Member’s Corner 

2026 GN Membership Renewal 
It’s not too soon to think about renewing your 2026 GN Membership.  To this end membership 
application forms are at the end of this issue of the Chronicle and details regarding membership 
dues are on the second page of this Chronicle 

                                                              New Members 
Grasslands Naturalists would like to welcome new members…Corley Farough and Kale Renner, 

Denise Mansell, Darlene Chatten, Colin Orellana, Sharon Acheson-Snell, Amanda Christmas, and 

Gabriel Ramirez Briseno and Catherine Eiseniohr. 

 

 

 

            

                                                                                    Presidents Report 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Grasslands Naturalists Society Get together on March 
24th an informative, well-attended, and successful event. It was a pleasure to welcome several guests 
from other environmental organizations and from Medicine Hat’s city council, some of whom 
attended in person and others virtually.  

We enjoyed visiting as the event began, as well as the environmental displays and snacks. Thank you 
to all the hospitality providers and to everyone who provided technical support. Retired Biologist 
Cheryl Bradley gave us valuable, and probably for many, disturbing information about the possible 
future of the South Saskatchewan River Basin Then, during the GN Up-dates announcements and 
exciting sightings were shared as well as news about the on-going activities of the society and the 
interpretive program. Introductions of Committee and Team Leaders were made and finally, under 
the guidance of Melanie Barnett, G.N. members chose their executive for 2026-2027: President – 
Sheila McLeod,  Secretary – Angela Turner,   and  Treasurer- Paul Thibault.  

Following the Get-together the executive approved Margie Booyens, Nick Regehr, Bruce McLeod, and 
Ivan Shukster as Directors at Large for the GN board.  Warm appreciation to all for accepting this 
responsibility. However, the Vice President position remains vacant. If you are interested in joining 
the board in this position, or as a Director at Large (GN can have as many as 5), please contact Margie 
Booyens or any other member of the Board. And, by the way, unlike in some other organizations, GN’s 
vice presidents ARE NOT EXPECTED to automatically follow their year as vice president with a move 
into the president’s role.  

The new board’s first meeting will be on April 13th from 5-7 p.m. in Room 103 at St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church but the day, time and location of all the meetings for the coming year has not yet 
been finalized.  

So, thank you for making the March get-together so memorable and it will be a pleasure to see you 
again at the April 28th Get-together at the Kiwanis Center.  Remember the new schedule: 7:00 p.m. 
Social time, 7:30 Program Speaker, 8:30 Club Up-dates, and 9:00 Clean up and Head Home.                         

Sheila McLeod, President 
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                                                                   Exciting Sightings 

Spring brings new life to the grasslands, and with the passing of the Vernal Equinox on March 20th/21st avian 
migration is underway with many species of waterfowl, shorebirds, and songbirds returning to their northern 
breeding ranges. Some early spring sightings by local birders included Mountain Bluebird, Western Meadowlark, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Snow Geese, and Tundra Swans in flight. Recent exciting sightings are listed below. 

Varied Thrush- The male has a greyish blue nape and back, orange eyebrows and wing bars, and a distinctive 
black breast band. It breeds in montane coniferous forests.  A single male in breeding plumage was reported by 
Dan Schiebelbein in his NE Crescent Heights garden on March 21st, 22nd and 23rd. 

American White Pelican- An early sighting of a single pelican was reported by Milt Spitzer on March 28th, in 
the shallows at the confluence of Seven Persons Creek and the South Saskatchewan River across from Police 
Point Park. This species has a massive orange bill and large throat pouch with which to catch fish. The species is 
usually found in flocks. 

Wood Duck- The male’s glossy colourful plumage and crest are distinctive; the species is rare. Milt Spitzer 
reported a pair on the South Saskatchewan River at the lookout near the Nature Centre on April 8th, Dan 
Schiebelbein also reported a/the pair further downstream shortly afterwards. 

Red-breasted Merganser- Milt Spitzer reported a group of six mergansers at Sauder Reservoir on March 26th. 
This Merganser’s shaggy dishevelled crest and white collar distinguish it from the male Common Merganser. 
The species is uncommon and usually observed during migration. 

Eurasian Wigeon- Milt Spitzer noticed the rufous head and grey back and sides of a Eurasian Wigeon 
distinguishing it from its American counterpart among a large mixed flock of Mallards, American Wigeons, and 
Northern Pintails foraging in a field near Highland Cemetery on March 29th. Dan Schiebelbein also saw and 
photographed a Eurasian Wigeon with two American Wigeons on Sauder Reservoir on March 30th. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye- Bob Frew observed a male Barrow’s Goldeneye competing for the attention of female 
goldeneyes among a group of mostly Common Goldeneyes in the storm ponds at Chinook Rotary Nature Park 
(part of Fish Creek Park in Calgary) on March 23rd. This allowed a close-up comparison of the subtle plumage 
differences of the two species. The Barrow’s Goldeneye male has a white crescent on each side of the face, 
whereas the Common Goldeneye has a white spot on each side of the face. Scapulars are mostly white on the 
Common, and black on the Barrow’s. Hybrids between the two goldeneye species occur. 

Ferruginous Hawk- Adults have a rust colour on the back and shoulders, rusty leggings, and in flight show 
white crescent-shaped patches on the upper wings. There is also a dark morph. Dan Schiebelbein reported a 
nesting hawk in a pasture (where the species has nested in previous years) along RGE Rd. 84, between Sauder 
Reservoir and the hamlet of Whitla. 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                     
Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573 or email: robert.frew@shaw.ca 

Cooper’s Hawk- This accipiter is distinguished from the similar Sharp-shinned Hawk by its size, longer 
rounded tail, and larger head. It usually migrates singly. Bob Frew observed a single hawk on March 27th, at 
Police Point Park. The Cooper’s Hawk is now placed in the genus Astur 

 

  

                    Varied Thrush                        Wood Ducks 

 Photos            
by   
                        
Dan 
Schiebelbein 
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                              Bluebird Trail                                                         Casino Fundraiser 
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Volunteers Needed to Help Service the 
Carol Porter Bluebird Trail 

 
The Carol Porter Bluebird Trail is located along 
the Eagle Butte Road on the west side of the 
Cypress Hills.  The bluebird trail monitors 
service about twenty bluebird boxes every third 
week during the May to August period.  This 

equates to 3 or 4 trips during the summer.  Duties 
include counting the number of eggs or young in 
the box during each visit, making sure that each 
box is in good repair and cleaning out the boxes 
when young have fledged.  If interested and for 
more information, contact Milt Spitzer at 
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  
 

Fellow Grasslands Naturalists -    
Casino Fundraiser - Volunteers 

Required - Copper Coulee Casino 
August 11/12, 2026 

Copper Coulee Casino, 1051 Ross Glen 
Drive, SE; Medicine Hat, Alberta 

10251943 Manitoba Ltd (Formerly 
Medicine Hat Lodge) 

 
Society of Grasslands Naturalists have 
been assigned August 11/12, 2026, for 
a casino fundraiser - Shifts 2:30 PM to 

9 PM or 8:30 PM to 2 AM. 
 

NO experience required! 
 

Please contact Casio Chairperson - 
Bruce McLeod 

at roxymcleod@shaw.ca or phone me 
at 403 526-1701 and leave a message. 

 

                                             Considering a donation to the Interpretive Program? 

The Interpretive Program is managed by the Society of Grasslands Naturalists — a non-profit 
organization. Donations help support year-round public programming and displays.  
 
From March 16 to August 31, 2026, your donation will be matched up to 50% through Rogers 
Birdies for Kids presented by AltaLink. Your entire donation will come to the Interpretive 
Program through this initiative and your support for our organization will be amplified.  
Donate online today: 
https://rogerscharityclassic.com/society-of-grasslands-naturalists/or, if you prefer to write 
a cheque: 

1. Complete a pledge form (available at the Nature Centre in Police Point Park) 

2. Make cheque out to Calgary Shaw Charity Classic Foundation 

3. Indicate Society of Grasslands Naturalists in the memo line 

4. Mail cheque and pledge form to: 
                                                                                                                   
Calgary Shaw Charity Classic Foundation 
Attn: Birdies for Kids 
Suite 4700, 888 – 3rd Street SW 
Bankers Hall West Tower 
Calgary, AB T2P 5C5                                                                             see poster on the following page 

 

                                                                        Birdies For Kids 

mailto:milton.spitzer@gmail.com
mailto:milton.spitzer@gmail.com
mailto:roxymcleod@shaw.ca
https://rogerscharityclassic.com/society-of-grasslands-naturalists/
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                                                                                The Messenger 

"In honour of Migratory Bird Day, join the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program and Society of 
Grasslands Naturalists for a free film screening and presentation about the Bird Friendly City 
initiative at the Medicine Hat Public Library on Saturday, May 9th starting at 2:00 pm. "The Messenger 
(aka Songbird SOS) is an artful investigation into the causes of songbird mass depletion and the 
compassionate people who are working to turn the tide." The newly updated Southeastern Alberta 
Birding Checklists will also be available to the public at this event.   In addition to the movie there will 
be a “bird walk” in the morning on May 9th to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day.  Time is 8:00 – 
9:00am, meet at The Nature Centre at Police Point Park, leader will be Phil Horch. 
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                                          Field Trips and Nature Walks 
                                                         by Corlaine Gardner 
 

 

The snow came and went 

again between our guest 

speaker March 24 and the 

scheduled field trip on 

Saturday March 28. Six of 

us carpooled out to the 

Alberta Conservation 

Association (ACA) Ross 

Creek property east of 

town.    Photos on this 

page by Bruce McLeod, 

Rob Gardner, and John 

Slater. 

 

 

It was a lovely spring day to be out exploring. 

Bright green mosses and early plants had 

soaked up the moisture. The herons had just 

arrived back and were staking out their 

preferred nests. With their long legs and long 

necks, they were surprisingly elegant high in 

the cottonwoods. And of course, field trips 

always find unexpected things. 

The next field trip may already have happened by the time you read this. Phil moved his trip to 

Sauder Reservoir and area to April 11 so that more of us could help out and participate in the 

Earth Day event run by our Interpretive Program in Police Point Park on April 18.  

 

 

 

April 25 will be another in-town field trip. Spring will 

definitely be in the air, and some of our spring flowers will 

likely be blooming. Meet at 10 a.m. on the East Glen Drive 

by the trail access point, near the outdoor skating rink. 

John Slater will be leading this walk.           Wednesday 

walks have been continuing. For April, we are meeting at 

10 a.m. at the Unison (Veiner) Centre by the main doors. 

Each week, the leader will choose a different route from 

that spot. The first two have ventured along the 

Strathcona berm, and on the Kiwanis Centennial Trai. Stay 

tuned for details for the May walks.            Our walks and 

field trips are open to members and the public. Non-

members will be asked to fill out a waiver form. Members 

will hear about upcoming activities in the Sagebrush 

Chronicle, and if there are major changes, by special e-

mails. Come along on some adventures! 
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                                                          Sharing 1% With Nature                                                  
                                                               Submitted by Corlaine Gardner 
                                                               

Our Grasslands Naturalist project Sharing 1% With Nature is a cheerful, cooperative approach to enjoying our 
outdoor space. The emphasis is on sharing and experiencing the plants and animals around us.  
 
This project doesn’t come with a bunch of rules. Let your interests guide your participation. Gardeners can attract 
beautiful and fascinating pollinators. Bird people can chuckle to the antics of the many characters who use the birdbath. 
Enjoying your shared space is strongly recommended.                                                       Photos below by Rob Gardner 

 

  

      Monarda (Monarda fistulosa)                                                                                       Golden Currant (Ribes aureum)                                                             

                                     Nominate a Senior for the CFSEA Top 7 Over 70 Award                                            

Eligible nominees are seniors aged 70+ who live in Medicine Hat, Redcliff, or surrounding counties and special 

areas.  Nominees should be recognized for new achievements started after age 70, rather than for lifetime 

accomplishments.  The award honours individuals who demonstrate excellence, creativity, innovation, or 

collaboration in areas such as agriculture, health and recreation, arts and culture, science, business, 

volunteerism, the environment, overcoming adversity, or making a difference.   For nominations forms and 

details, visit https://cfsea.ca/top-7-70  Deadline: June 30, 2026                    Submitted by Margie Booyens 

 

When planning your space, one suggestion is to keep it visible. Think about whether you will be watching from inside, 
as we often do with a bird feeder. Or will you sit quietly while the butterflies flit around you, visiting the native 
flowers? What sort of sharing appeals to you?  
 
One question that many people have is where to find native plants. We suggest asking at the local garden centres. The 
more interest there is, the more will become available. Windmill Garden Centre plans to bring in more native plants 
than they had last year. 
 
In case you are travelling, the Alberta Native Plant Council has lists of nurseries who grow native plants. Saskatoon 
also has a good wildflower nursery. If you are patient, you can grow some from seed, but seedlings are often much 
easier and provide a much quicker result. The Alberta Native Plant Council website anpc.ab.ca, also has lots of 
information and their annual workshop is coming up in Calgary the first weekend in May. 
 
For birds, now is the time to put up a bird house or perhaps clean out the 
nest from last year. Having an enthusiastic wren family in your yard will 
brighten everyone’s day.  
 
Of course, in our dry climate, water is important. Shallow dishes with 
floating rafts, or stones for perching help thirsty insects like bees. Birds can 
use somewhat deeper ones.  
How are you going to enjoy nature in your space?  
 
If you would like to chat more, or discuss some ideas, call Rob or Corlaine. 
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https://cfsea.ca/top-7-70
http://anpc.ab.ca/


 

  

 
           Release of A Field Guide to the Birds of Alberta 

 

We've just received word 

that the book is being 

released prior to the 

official date of May 12, so it 

should be out very soon. If 

you are interested in 

acquiring a copy, there are 

several options. You can 

order a book from Gavin 

through the Meadowlark 

Birding Tours website. This 

option is available if you 

live from the Edmonton 

area south in Alberta, 

where pickup/delivery may 

be arranged.* Alternatively, 

the guide can be purchased 

directly from the publisher, 

Heritage House, or the 

usual book vendors (e.g., 

local book stores, Indigo, 

etc.).   We’re excited to 

finally see it in print. 

 

 

*We plan to run book launch events in Edmonton, Calgary, Red Deer, 

Lethbridge, and Medicine Hat, where we will be signing copies. These will 

take place in May and June; further details are forthcoming. Gavin will also 

be visiting southern Ontario with copies later this spring.                                                    

Submitted by David Scott and Gavin Mckinnon 
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https://www.meadowlarkbirding.com/store/p56/A_Field_Guide_to_the_Birds_of_Alberta_-_Preorder.html#/
https://www.meadowlarkbirding.com/store/p56/A_Field_Guide_to_the_Birds_of_Alberta_-_Preorder.html#/
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