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Water Licensing and Management in the South Saskatchewan River Basin
by Cheryl Bradley

Cheryl is recently retired from a 40-year career as a professional biologist and public
participation consultant based in southern Alberta. Cheryl has been involved for five
decades in efforts to conserve southern Alberta rivers both through her profession
and through her volunteer work. As Director of the Southern Alberta Group for
Environment (SAGE) she is currently working collaboratively with other conservation
interests towards full assessment of impacts of proposed major irrigation expansion

The Grasslands Naturalists “Annual General Meeting” will be held on March
24t at the Kiwanis Centre, (details on page 3).
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MH Interpretive Program
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists)
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)

www.natureline.info
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225
Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark
The Nature Centre is open year-round from:
9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday

Friday March 13th, 3-4pm

Ice Breaker -Police Point Park, meeting at the river
access parking lot

The annual freezing of the river is essential to watershed
health! Over time, aquatic and riparian habitats are affected
by the cooling, initial freeze-up and ice cover. Join us on this
nature walk as we learn about cold tolerance in watershed
ecosystems!

Saturday March 14th, 12:30-1:30pm

Pokémon Go Nature Walk -Echo Dale Regional Park,
meeting at the first parking lot at the top of the hill

Join us for a Nature Walk where we’ll talk about and enjoy
playing Pokémon Go! We'll discuss real-life inspirations
behind Pokémon, focusing on southeastern Alberta.
Registration is required. Please make sure to have the app
downloaded and your account set up before the start of the
program. Weather may impact plans, if it'’s colder than -10°C
or snowing, we'll reschedule. Updates will be posted on social
media on the event day if cancelled.

Thursday March 19th, 11am-12pm

Nature Storytelling -Nature Centre

It’s International Read to Me Day, so why not share your
favourite passage about nature in this drop-in session. Share
your favourite short passage, poem, or section of a paragraph
about nature and the natural world! We welcome stories that
give a sense of wellbeing or hope, speaks of endurance, or
something that takes you back to your favourite place!
Saturday March 21st, 1-2pm

Forests Past & Present -Echo Dale Regional Park, meeting
at the Swim Centre

Today is International Day of Forests. We are going to talk
about where the trees used to be, and what the climate would
have been like at the time to support this life. We are also
going to do some outdoor maths and try to age a few trees in
Echo Dale. Remember to dress for the weather and maybe
bring a hot drink. Registration is required.

Sunday March 2204, 2-4pm

Boxes For Bumble Bees -Nature Centre

For $20 build a box for bumble bee queens to use in the
spring when they emerge, ready to lay their eggs. All tools +
materials will be supplied. This craft is part of a citizen
science project created by the Alberta Native Bee Council.
Registration and pre-payment are required.

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and
artwork are welcomed but may be edited for
publication. Deadline: the 10t of each month. If you
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:

dschieb50@gmail.com (403-504-4936). Do not imbed
photos in articles but do send them separately.

The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study,
conservation and protection of all components of the natural
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics
and organizes member activities. The Society also manages
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program.

General Meetings: 4% Tuesday, Sept. to May Board
Meetings: Schedule and location will be set by the new board
after the AGM.

To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible
donation, write:

Grasslands Naturalists

Box 2491

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8

Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225
Annual Membership Dues: Angela Turner
Individuals $20

Families $25

Organizations $25

Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program
are another great way to support local nature and nature
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles.

GN Website:

www.grasslands-naturalists.org

GN Facebook Page:
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations:
infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org

Saturday March 28, 2-3pm

Rhys’s Believe It or Not! -Nature Centre

Join us for a fun and fascinating presentation all about the wacky and
wild facts of nature in our area. Some of these stories are so bizarre, you
might wonder if they could really be true...? Bring along your questions
and curiosity as we investigate which facts are genuine and which might
be just a little bit of flimflam.

Sunday March 29, 3-4pm

Nature Photography -Police Point Park, meeting in the Nature
Centre

Share photos, advice and techniques to fellow photographers! We will be
walking the trails of Police Point Park exploring the different aspects of
Nature Photography and what makes it so impactful. Photographers of
all skill levels welcome!
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Annual General Meeting: March 24, 2026
In person at the Kiwanis Centre (826 11 Street, SE: middle room on level 2) or by Zoom

(Information regarding Zoom attendance will be provided by email prior to the meeting).

7:00 to 7:30 PM: Socializing, coffee, tea and cooKkies
7:30 to 8:30 PM: Speaker

8:30 to 8:40 PM: Short Intermission

8:40 to 9:00 PM: Presentations and Club Updates

Member’s Corner

2026 GN Membership Renewal
It’s not too soon to think about renewing your 2026 GN Membership. To this end membership

application forms are at the end of this issue of the Chronicle and details regarding membership
dues are on the second page of this Chronicle.

New Members
Grasslands Naturalists would like to welcome new members Bonita Bernhardt, Corine
Beach, Nathan Thokle & Katie Dexter, Jim & Lorine Marshall, Michela Gilchrist, Lorrie
Sielski, and CANCARB organization with Melanie Genovy as their representative.

PSST!... ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ELECTIONS COMING UP!

We will nominate and vote for the Executive Committee of the Grasslands Naturalist Society at
the AGM, coming up on Tuesday 24 March at 7pm at the Kiwanis Centre.

President: Current President Sheila McLeod is willing to serve for a second year.
Vice-President: Vacant position and no nominations at this point.

Secretary: Angela Turner currently fills this position and is willing to stay on another year.
Treasurer: Paul Thibault is our treasurer. He is willing to stay on in this position for another year.

NOTE: THERE WILL BE A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THESE FOUR POSITIONS FROM THE
FLOOR AT THE AGM.

Anyone interested in standing for any of these four positions is most welcome to put their name
forward before or during the AGM. There would then be an election via ballot.

Directors-At-Large: The newly elected Executive Committee approaches members to serve on the
Board as Directors. Thus far Bruce McLeod, Ivan Shukster, Nick Regehr and Margie Booyens have
made themselves available to be appointed.

The Bylaws of GNS make provision for five Directors, so anyone interested in joining the Board in
this position — or wanting additional information about any of the Board positions - should please
contact Margie Booyens, Phil Horch, Melanie Barnett or Sheila McLeod.

SEE YOU AT THE AGM




PRESIDENTS REPORT

Time flies and the Grasslands Naturalists Society’s Annual Meeting and Get-together is coming
up fast on March 24t at the Kiwanis Center, 826 11t Street Southeast. | hope you, all GN
members, and everyone we invite will come. Our guest speaker, retired biologist Cheryl Bradley,
will have an interesting and informative presentation about water and the watershed in which we
live, which she has studied many years.

PLEASE NOTE: To facilitate meeting set-up, the time of the meeting has changed. It will start with
social time at 7: OO p.m., speaker at 7:30, and club up-dates, including presentation of the
nominations committee report, from 8:30 to 9:00 p.m. Hopefully the 7:00 p.m. start will
prevent us from rushing through dinner and risking indigestion before hurrying to the Kiwanis
Center.

As well, the decision was made at the March 4" board meeting that, unlike last year, honorary
memberships will be presented at the April Get-together or the June potluck dinner, rather than
at this month’s annual meeting and Get-together. This will assure adequate time for both club
up-dates this month and the celebration of honorary members in April or June. Other business
concluded at this month'’s board meeting was the reveal of the new Bird Checklist (Yeah!) and the
acceptance of the society's strategic plan, recommended from the February 27t Strategic
Planning Meeting (Yeah!). This plan, which members helped produce by sharing input, will be
available as soon as the final editing and production is complete. The board also approved the
opening of an Instagram account for GN, which will be one more way to share its message and
news: a welcome addition to its present website and Facebook page.

The present display at the Nature Center entitled, “Prairie River: Trials of the South Saskatchewan
River” would be helpful pleasure to visit before Cheryl Bradley's presentation at the annual
meeting. It's beautifully done and includes a quilt, designed by Corlaine Gardner and sewn by
Shirley McLeay for the year 2000. The quilt shows the topography of the land through which the
river flows and what surprised me is how small the human- inhabited areas close to the river are!
Included in the display are maps of each section of the river, and information about its
headwaters, tributaries, birds, plants, animals and fish, as well as threats to the river's health. The
photographs are clear and beautiful. Why not go and take a look? Warm appreciation to the
interpreters who designed, produced, and mounted this display.

It will be a great pleasure to visit with you at 7:00 o'clock on Tuesday, the 24t at the Kiwanis
Center.

Sheila McLeod




Share 1% With Nature

The Grasslands Naturalists have a new project, which includes many of the things that our members
are already doing!

1% is a small, manageable part of your space, whether you have a big yard, or a balcony. If many of
us share our 1% with Nature, it adds up to a healthier, more pleasant and interesting place to live.

How do we share with Nature? Bird feeders and bird baths are part of it. Native shrubs can provide
nesting sites and food for birds in the summer. Wildflowers will be just what the pollinators need as
well as providing beauty for you and for me. Those flowers could be in a pot on your deck, or in a
corner of the front yard, or along the back fence, it’s your choice.

Birds and butterflies are often the ones we think of first. But what about other critters. A brush pile
or rough area in a secluded corner could provide a quiet habitat for bumblebees and a wide variety
of less visible insects. A bat house up under the eaves might provide evening entertainment to see
them swooping about catching buﬁs. Submitted by Rob and Corlaine Gardner

Michael Deibert’s Bat House
photo by Dan Schiebelbein
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What are you curious about? Bringing nature into your own yard can provide ongoing interest for
your whole family.

Each month, we plan to feature another Hatter’s “Share 1% With Nature” project.

“Dan’s beautiful yard
for birds, butterflies
and people”




Exciting Sightings
Late February and early March can be slow times for birding in Southeastern Alberta. Horned
Larks one of our earliest migrants are being seen along our rural Township and Range Roads,
often in the company of Snow Buntings. Cedar Waxwings and smaller numbers of Bohemian
Waxwings have been observed in Police Point Park by several GN birders during February. Other
exciting sightings reported include the following.
Eastern Screech Owl- Continued sightings of this rare nocturnal owl have been reported, most
recently by Dan Schiebelbein, and Milt Spitzer on March 3rd at Police Point Park. This cavity
nester is usually observed roosting at a cavity entrance. The species has rufous and gray morphs
and is Accidental to Alberta.
Snowy Owl- This arctic owl of the open tundra is currently being spotted across rural Alberta.
Red Deer naturalists Shelley-anne and John Goulet recent visitors to Police Point Park reported
sightings of six Snowy Owls in the Torrington/Three Hills area, southeast of Red Deer on March
6th,
Purple Finch- Sightings of this finch species continue at the Nature Centre feeders at Police Point.
The raspberry-coloured male is more uniformly coloured than other red finches. The heavily
streaked female’s white line face pattern back of the eye distinguishes it from the female House
Finch. Bob Frew observed a male and a female Purple Finch at/around the feeders on February
10th, as did Milt Spitzer on March 4th,
American Tree Sparrow-This large Spizella Sparrow has rufous patches on the sides of its
breast, and a distinctive dark breast spot. Its outer tail feathers are thinly edged with white. It
breeds along the edge of the tundra. Small numbers were reported by several GN birders around
the Nature Centres’ feeders during the latter part of February.
Dark-eyed Junco- Usually found around feeders in winter, this species and subspecies all have
white outer tail feathers which are conspicuous in flight. There are multiple races of this species
which may make identification a challenge. Small groups of juncos have been reported at Police
Point Park by Nature Centre staff during the first week of March.
Missing but expected species to be on the look-out for include Harris’s Sparrow, a member of the
Zonotrichia genus, which has a black crown and bib, and pink bill, (winter adult’s crown may be
all black or show a partial white band and buffy cheeks). It is a rare migrant/winter visitor. The
2026 “winter finch” movements forecast indicates a small to moderate southward flight of
eruptive Pine Grosbeaks. The male’s gray plumage is tipped with red, and extends to the head,
back and underparts. Both male and female have white wing bars. This grosbeak species is often
detected by its song, a short musical warble. There is always the off chance a lucky birder will
attract an Evening Grosbeak to their feeder, the species is considered a vagrant according to the
Southeastern Alberta Bird Checklist. P N — -
Photos bv Dan Schiebelbein :
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Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail: robert.frew@shaw.ca




Field Trips

Let’s get outside and go exploring!

Your Field Trip Committee is planning a good variety of activities. Some will be in town, but many
will take you to places you may never have been before.

From now until October, we are planning at least one day trip per month. Our list is long but includes
places like the Great Sandhills, Sage Creek, Birds of Prey Centre, Piegan Creek, other Alberta
Conservation Association sites, and many more. Can we fit them all in?

The first of these will be on March 28. We will have a field trip that day, but the location depends
upon the weather. Save the date and we will announce it at the March 24 gathering and program.

In the meantime, the weekly walks in town continue every Wednesday at 10 a.m. In March, meet at
the Police Point Park Nature Centre. In April, the meeting place moves over to the Veiner Centre. The
start there remains constant, but the walks will go a different direction each week. There is the
option of having lunch there together.

Also in April, on Saturday, April 18, Phil will be leading an excursion to Sauder Reservoir
(Rattlesnake) and Murray Lake. There will be final details in the April Sagebrush Chronicle. This
traditional spring trip always finds interesting things.

We are also looking for ideas for overnight trips or other day trips.
Happy hiking!

Submitted March 9, 2026
Corlaine Gardner
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Photo above by Rob Gardner
Photo on left by Milt Spitzer




Pollinator Garden

An example that wildflowers don’t need much space. Pollinator gardens can be squeezed into
the smallest spaces. They do need to be weeded and watered the first couple of years.

By
Martha Munz Gue

“A late winter walk with Erika from the MH Interpretive Program in Police Point Park”




Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8GE&

Membership Form for 2026

Mame# Name of 2™ Family Member **
Address* Membership: Individual $20/year
City / Province* Family  $25/year
Postal Code* Organization $25/year
Telephone* Donation Tax Receipt Available
Email™ Total Enclosed
Preference for receiving Chronicle newsletter®: Payments can be made by cheque, cash or
) ) at www.grasslands-naturalists.org
D Post or D Email or D Neither (Join/Donate on Top Menu)

or using e-Transfer at
memberships@grasslands-naturalists.org

Current and recent Chronicles can be viewed and downloaded from the Grasslands Naturalists
website www.grassiands-naturalists.org. Regardless of payment option used, a signed
membership form must be filled out and submitted,

* Required information. ** Required information for family membership.

+ Optional Information. For phone number(s), please note whether it is a residence, cell phone or business number.

++ Information required if you wish o receive the Chronide and announcements by email.

Waiver for Field Trips, Activities, and Events

I may wish to participate in field trips, activities, and events organized by the Society of Grasslands Maturalists.

I affirm that, as a participant, I and my child(ren)/ward(s) are prepared to stay with the group and follow
the directions of the coordinator and activity leader. I affirm that, knowing my personal state of health, I
feel that I am mentally and physically capable of participating in the trips and events that I choose to attend.

I acknowledge that I am aware of the inherent risks, hazards, and dangers associated with activities
arising from my participation in trips, events, litter cleanups, invasive species removal or any other activity
that may result in injury, sickness or death to me or my child{ren)/ward(s). Some of these risks may be
specific to the area. These include, but are not limited to, animal attacks as well as poisonous snakes, insects
and vegetation. Therefore, in consideration of my participation in these trips and events, for myself, my
heirs, my executors, my administrators, and my successors, I voluntarily assume all risks and hereby waive
all my rights against Grasslands Naturalists and unconditionally release and discharge the Grasslands
Maturalists, its members, directors, officers, its affairs and its coordinators from all manner of activities,
causes of action, suits, claims and demands for damages due to personal injury, sickness, death, loss or
damage to property, expenses or otherwise which may or shall arise in any way as a result of my
participation in the above trips and events.

Signature of Member Signature of 2™ Family Member

Date: Date:




Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8GS

Consent Form

Consent to the Use and Distribution of Personal Information

Grasslands Naturalists (GN) collects personal information subject to the Personal Information

Protection Act’(PIPA). GN may, subject to your consent, wish to make some personal information
public through, for example, its Chronicle, Website, Facebook page or newspaper article. Please
indicate your consent to the following release of information and note any specific exclusion of a
consent such as for children.

Yes No Exclusion
MName ]
Residence telephone
Cell phone
Business phone
Email address
Residence address |

Pictures - -

Beyond the above consents, GN will not distribute personal information to a third party without your
consent unless such information is required, by law, to be released to a federal or provincial
government agency in order, for example, to maintain GN's non-profit organization status.

Consent to Receive Emails Related to Commercial Activities

GM may wish to send you emails to promote some of its commercial activities including those

provided by its Cluband Interpretive Program. Please indicate your consent to receiving such
information. [ | Yes [ |No

Modification of Consents

You may modify any of the above consents, at any time, through a written request to the member
of the GN Executive responsible for Memberships.

Signature of Member Signature of 29 Family Mamber

Date:; Date:




