
2025/2026 Annual Report to the Grasslands Naturalists Society

The 2025/2026 year has been active for the Grasslands Naturalists Society.
Thank you to the members, team/committee leaders, board members and staff members of 
the Interpretive Program who all engaged in that activity!

During the year the society continued its most prominent service, administering the 
Interpretive Program at the Nature Center in Police Point Park.  Warm appreciation to the 
Operations Committee, led by Hugh Armstrong, which performs this work on behalf of the 
society.  And warm appreciation to the interpreters who capably provide the programs and 
displays, as well as overseeing the gift shop and warmly welcoming visitors of all ages.

Thank you to the city of Medicine Hat which largely funds the salaries of the 
interpretive staff and owns and maintains the Nature Center.  Thank you to Chief Interpreter 
Alicia Voth, who oversees the staff and the day-to-day operations, as well as completing many 
grant proposals which, when approved, fund many of the center’s programs.

During the year the Board aligned its treasurer’s responsibilities with its founding 
governance document and, at its meeting on March 4th, completed a strategic plan for the 
society.  This document will soon be available to GN members and warm appreciation is owed 
them for their input to the plan, obtained by conversations, a survey, and participation in 
Pizza Parlay evenings in 2025 and 2026.  Warm appreciation to the board members and GN 
members who met many times and did significant preparatory work to produce the strategic 
plan.

As well GN members, and others belonging to nonprofit organizations, are learning 
how to use the city’s new Environmental Project Proposal Platform which is now the route 
presented by the city for submitting environmental proposals for citizen projects on city 
property.  This is a new mechanism for GN but, by helping the city collect data it may be 
useful to our organization in the long run by helping the society more efficiently justify 
requests to the city for publicity, staffing and funding support.  We await to see whether this 
platform will benefit the city, GN and other non-profit groups.

Thanks largely to the preparatory work of Indoor Program Co-ordinator Linda Fisher 
the society moved its monthly Get-togethers  to the Kiwanis Center, which has reliable Wifi 
coverage, to facilitate remote attendance by speakers and audience members alike.  However, 
GN’s famous June and September potluck dinners continue near the fire-pit by the Nature 
Center so the society has not abandoned its original home!  GN members are also still 
encouraged to participate in the programs the staff offer and provide volunteer support when 
asked.

Appreciation to everyone who has worked and is still working, to make the move to the 
Kiwanis Center successful  The program speakers Linda arranged have been informative and 
interesting, and it is a loss to the society that Linda moved away.  We hope she will sometimes 
join GN’s Get-togethers remotely and share news of her new life up north.  In the meantime 
Paul Thibault, with the support of others, has taken on the role of Program Co-ordinator.  
Please contact him with program suggestions.



Thanks are also due to Martha Maudsley and Cathy Linowski who served on the GN 
Board for a time this year.  Their thoughtful contributions will continue to influence board 
discussions, as will the comments and thoughts of Melanie Barnett and Margie Booyens, new 
board members in 2025/2026.  Appreciated also were board members Paul Thibault, Angela 
Turner, Ian Turner and past president Phil Horch.  You too could make Margie Booyens and her 
recruitment committee’s day, by volunteering to serve on the GN Board in 2026/2027.  All the 
board members found it helpful when GN members came to board meetings to join in 
discussions and I particularly appreciated receiving reports to board agendas well before the 
submission deadline.

We look ahead with excitement to 2026/2027. The Bird Committee has released a new 
checklist and, courtesy of Melanie Barnett, the GN society will soon have an Instagram 
Account.  As well, the Adopt-a-Pond Activity has been approved as a GN project and several 
committees and teams are benefiting from GN members stepping up to take on new 
challenges.  Soon spring will be here and we will make sure 1% of land we use will be 
dedicated to planting native plant and flower species, pollinators will have new places to land, 
and field trips in and out of town will provide fresh opportunities to enjoy nature and learn.

Thank you for your encouragement and support over the past year.
Blessings,

Sheila McLeod


