[rrigation Committee Report for 24 March 2026 AGM

Committee Members
This committee currently consists of Rob Gardner, Martha Munz Gue, and Paul Thibault (Chair).

Committee Purpose

The Irrigation Committee was formed in response to the Government of Alberta's plan to expand
irrigation in Southern Alberta. This involves the expansion of reservoirs in existing irrigation districts and
the development of new irrigation areas. The projects of particular interest to GN are:

1. Expansion of the Saint Mary’s Irrigation District’s Chin Reservoir
2. Expansion of the Eastern Irrigation District’s Snake Reservoir
3. News irrigation in the District of Acadia and Special Areas north and south of the Red Deer River.

The resulting new and expanded reservoirs will flood native grasslands, affect Species at Risk, and put
more pressure on future water availability.

Collaboration with Other Organizations
Multi-organization Irrigation Group led by SAGE

A main committee activity is to participate in the Irrigation Group led by Cheryl Bradley from the
Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE). This group involves many organizations, including:

e Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE)
e Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA)

e Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society (ACTWS)

e Canadian Parks of Wilderness Society (CPAWS)

e Freshwater Conservation Canada (Previously Trout Unlimited Canada)
e Nature Alberta

e Grasslands Naturalists

e Bow Valley Naturalists

e South East Alberta Water Alliance (SEAWA)

e  Fish Creek Watershed Association

e University of Calgary

e Medicine Hat College

e Environmental Law Centre

e Ecojustice

e Water Conservation Trust

This group has made an impact by providing comments resulting in changes to Terms of Reference (TOR)
for Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) related to irrigation expansion. Group members have also
provided comments to the Government of Alberta (GoA) on proposed changes to the Water Act. Cheryl
Bradley has been very successful in attracting speakers from the GoA, Industry, and Academia.

Nature Alberta

Paul Thibault is currently on the Board of Nature Alberta (NA) as the Southern Alberta Representative. In
that role, he has been given the opportunity to present issues to be considered by Nature Alberta. This has
resulted in NA participating in letters to GoA related to irrigation expansion. It also provided publication
and public presentation platforms for his detailed analysis of the water quantity and quality analysis for
the South Saskatchewan River Basin (SSRB), and the potential effects of the proposed irrigation expansion
on the SSRB water availability.



Reports and Publications
As part of these activities, Paul Thibault has personally submitted the following to GoA:

e Comments on the proposed Terms of Reference for the proposed irrigation in the District of
Acadia and Special Areas north and south of the Red Deer River.

e Response to Phase 1 and 2 Surveys related to the proposed amendments to the Alberta Water Act.
The following additional document was also produced:

e ‘Possible Impact of Proposed Alberta Water Act Amendments on the South Saskatchewan River
Basin (SSRB)’, Paul Thibault, 21 July 2025

Using the support and publication platforms of Nature Alberta, the following have been published:

e ‘Alberta Irrigation Expansion: The four Pillars of Water Availability’, Paul Thibault, Nature Alberta
Magazine, Summer Edition, 2025, pp. 24 - 27. https://online.fliphtml5.com/olrxh/nuhx/

e ‘Alberta Irrigation Expansion: The four Pillars of Water Availability (Full Report)’, Paul Thibault, 15
June 2025, https://naturealberta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Irrigation-Expansion-Report-
15-June-2025.pdf

Presentations

The work on the ‘Alberta Irrigation Expansion: The four Pillars of Water Availability’ was presented at the
GN September General Meeting, with another Nature Alberta Nature Network presentation to take place
on 16 April 2026.

https://grasslands-naturalists.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Sagebrush-Chronicle-September-
2025.pdf

https://naturealberta.ca/alberta-irrigation-expansion-the-four-pillars-of-water-availability/

Meetings with Justin Wright (MLA)

Phil Horch and Paul Thibault met with Justin Wirght, MLA, in December 2025 and February 2026 to
discuss water issues and proposed new irrigation infrastructure. These meetings were very productive
and will likely lead to further discussions.

Respectfully submitted
Paul Thibault
Irrigation Committee Chair
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