GN Invasive Species Committee Annual Report 2025 for AGM March 2026
(Prepared by John Slater, Cathy Linowski, and Martha Munz Gue)

The last three years of the Invasive Species Reports provided detailed background information with list of
invasives and volunteer work in partnership with the City Departments of Parks and Recreation (Dave
Genio, Pat Dirk, Jeff Quinlan) and Environment, Land, and Government Relations (Ken Redden and
Adria Coombs) which included the active control work, providing awareness, putting on partnership
programs, and testing control methods.

GN has assisted the City in the prevention and control of invasive species in a variety of ways such as
finding and reporting to the City (via EDDMapS), and helping with control using hand and mechanical
pulling. This report does not include GN’s Adopt a Pond and Path Program involved with reporting of
invasives led by Martha Munz Gue; because it has been reported separately in this year’s Chronicles.

Note, this 2025 Annual Report covers the limited activities performed in 2025, due to the new, restricted
protocol implemented by the City with reporting invasives and getting approval for activities involved in
field work.

A. Invasive Species Volunteer Work 2025

1. Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) - Prohibited Noxious Invasive. In early 2025, the
Committee worked with Morganne Wall and 18 students at the MH College to carryout 2" annual
outdoor lab experience for identifying Buckthorn. Five 5x5m test plots were established in Police
Point Park north of the Nature Centre. Under Morganne’s direction, the students were instructed to
identify, flag and record the number of seedlings, saplings, and mature trees. The students then used
the data to create a website and database from their class experience.

Following completion of the outdoor lab experience, 3 (and occasionally 4) MHC students continued
to assist John with searching and counting the number of live Buckthorn in the area west of the main
road and north of the Nature Centre to the entrance gate. From the count of saplings and trees, the
density/distribution of buckthorn was scored #11 (continuous occurrence of plants with a few gaps in
the distribution) Also, regard to seedlings, the density showed total infestation in some areas, scoring
#12 (continuous dense occurrence of plants). REFERENCE: according to guidelines adapted from
Adams and others (2003).

From further searching, flags were removed from dead trees (killed by the City spray program in
previous years) in the large area west of the entrance road, as well as the 14 sprayed trees east of the
entrance road, which had been reported by GN and sprayed by the City in 2024.

At the end of October 2025, John searched Police Point Park east of the main road, and reported 18
more fruit-bearing trees, which need spraying by the City.

Search of Ranchlands Escarpment, Connaught Pond, Kin/Ajax Coulee, SE Hill, and Marlborough
Coulee along Seven Persons Creek, also revealed a few isolated fruit-bearing Buckthorn trees, which
need straying.

Continued monitoring is required, and much work remains to be done to control and eliminate
Buckthorn.



2. Yellow Clematis (Clematis tangutica) - Noxious Invasive. In June, as in the past year, John
continued to search for plants in the Connaught Pond area along the golf course boundary fences, and
reported to the city. In the following fall semester, Morganne Wall at the MHC had students design a
rack card to develop awareness about how to differentiate yellow clematis from the native western
white clematis. Yellow clematis needs to be controlled and the white clematis not, unless for specific
aggressive site reasons. John found a previous reported Yellow Clematis plant along SE Hill trail.

3. Dalmatian Toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) - Noxious Invasive. There was a continued sighting of
new plants along SE Hill, which John reported to the City for spraying.

4. Baby’s Breath (Gypsophila paniculata) — Noxious Invasive. Since 2012, GN has been actively
monitoring and extracting as well as reporting to the city this invasive plant at various locations on
the city. Action had continued on an annual basis to help the city to control this invasive.

5. Knapweed (Centaurea Sp.) — Prohibited Noxious Invasive. Rob Gardner spotted a batch of
Knapweed along the abandened railline just east of the old Ogilvie Flour Mill in the southern Flats,
which were reported to the City for spraying.

6. Invasive Species Interpretive Programs — working with the MHIP staff, public awareness programs
dealing with invasive species were put on in Police Point Park. Identification and awareness activity
were held. Success may support opportunity to put on future awareness events.

B. GN Communication with the City: RE Invasive Species Reporting and Project Activities

Various emails have been exchanged with the City, in late 2025 and more recently, with regard to
conducting field activities to mark and remove invasive species. The most recent official email received
in January from the City Parks Department is as follows:

From: Orlando Whetter <orlwhe@medicinehat.ca> with one Attachment (Wildlife and Birds)
January 15, 2026 at 7:47 AM

To: Dave, Anita, Adria, Sheila, John

Good Morning Grasslands Naturalists,

Hope this email finds you well.

The City of Medicine Hat kindly requests that the placement of flagging tape by GN member and
representatives be discontinued.

To help us track invasive species effectively, please use EDD Maps as the preferred reporting tool.
Moving forward, any new flagging activities may be considered littering under City Bylaw.

We also ask that existing flagging tape not be removed or replaced, as this could create unintended
liability concerns for the City.

Thank you for your understanding and continued partnership in protecting our natural areas. If you
have any questions or need assistance with EDD Maps, please feel free to reach out.

In this instance, The City will absorb the cost to remove flagging tape across Police Point Park and
other natural areas within the City.

The City has its own team of qualified professionals and a process by which weeds are identified
and controlled through IPM Practices. Since The City's approval process has changed, any
historical agreements between GN and The City, either written or verbal, are no longer considered
valid.



The City is interested in partnering and/or working with Environmental Stakeholder Groups, such as
GN, on Approved Initiatives and/or Projects. Approved Initiatives and/or Projects are those
submitted through the Environmental Proposals Platform, where The City has had the opportunity
to review written details of the stakeholder-lead initiative and in return has provided direct written
response communication of our intent to provide financial contribution, commitment to partner,
and/or person-hours to support initiative or project execution. Should you have outstanding
questions on the Environmental Proposals Platform, please refer to City of Medicine Hat’s webpage
here.

Our staff is willing to provide any more calcification if need moving forward.

Take Care

And Sheila’s email to the GN Board is as follows:

From: Sheila McLeod <mcleodsheila1950@gmail.com>
January 15, 2026, at 10:17 AM
To: John, Gardner, Angela, Thibault, lan, Barnett, Booyens

Hello Board Members and others, L would say this email firmly indicates the city is insisting
GN and other none profit groups have to follow its new procedure, without any deviation.
So | would say, with regard to invasive species, if GN volunteers are prepared to do it, all the
invasive plants already identified by volunteers with tapes need to be reported in the ways
we are directed to do it by the city. But GN volunteers are not to remove any tapes or tie any
more on offending plants. And any follow- up invasive species activities GN members may
want to pursue need to be approved by the Board so a new environmental project
submission proposal can be made to the city.

Sheila

John’s earlier email to Sheila with suggestion for GN Board to consider, as follows:

From : John Slater papa johnl00@hotmail.com
January 4, 2026, at 2:06 PM
To: Sheila

Hi Sheila,
Summary of talking points from discussion at GN Board on Friday January 2nd:

1. According to the booklet "Invasive Plants of Alberta (4th edition 2022)" on Page 24, under the
Weed Control Act:

a. A landowner has a responsibility to destroy a prohibited noxious weed.

b. A landowner has a responsibility to control a noxious weed.

c. Weed Inspectors are appointed across Alberta, at provincial and municipal
levels. Inspectors may enter land or personal property to make inquiries or enforce a weed
notice on the regulated species list.


mailto:papa_john100@hotmail.com

Note, there are also unregulated weeds (or those species of concern) which have no designated action to
control or destroy; for example, four such species: Absinthe Wormwood, Cicer Milkvetch, Russian Olive,
Bull Thistle.

Question: Who is/are the Weed Inspector(s) for Medicine Hat and area? Perhaps GN needs to get their
name(s) and contact information, so we can contact them??

Since the City is the landowner of parks, open spaces, green spaces, roadways, environmental reserves,
etc, it is their responsible for controlling noxious weeds and destroying prohibited noxious weeds. The
City could propose projects and lead all activities (certainly not for GN or other groups to be responsible).
The City could solicit volunteers, and should lead all activities; for example, as it does for the annual
Litter Blitz.

Suggestion: find out who is/are the weed inspector(s) for City of Medicine Hat and surrounding area.
Write to the inspector(s) and request a meeting to discuss the City's approach and protocol RE invasives.

John

REFERENCE:
COW AND FISH ALBERTA www.cowsandfish.org

ALBERTA LOTIC WETLAND HEALTH ASSESSMENT FOR STREAMS AND SMALL RIVERS
(Survey) USER MANUAL (Current as of 5/16/2023)

Adams, B. W., G. Ehlert, C. Stone, M. Alexander, D. Lawrence, M. Willoughby, D. Moisey, C. Hincz,
and A. Burkinshaw. 2003. Range health assessment for grassland, forest and tame pasture. Public Lands
and Forests Division, Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. Publication. No. T/044.



