Society of Grasslands Naturalists
GN Get Together
Gas City Kiwanis Centre
Tuesday, February 24, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. All those in
attendance (32 people) were welcomed and new members
to Grasslands Naturalists were noted: Bonita Bernhardt,
Nathan Thokle and Katie Dexter, Corinne Beach, and Jim
and Lorine Marshall.
The Indigenous Declaration was read and shared with those
in attendance.

Members’ Evening Presentations followed:

1. Glimpses of Kyrgystan: Alicia and Dave Voth
2. Prince Rupert and Haida Gwaii: Angela Turner
3. Adopt-a-Pond: Martha Munz-Gue

4. Flowers “n” Friends: Corlaine and Rob Gardner
5. Cross Country Skiing photos: John Slater

Club Updates

Welcome by President, Sheila McLeod. Everyone was reminded of the
Announcements on the Reverse side of the Agenda.

Review and Adoption of the January 27, 2026 minutes
There were no minutes from last month because of the Pizza Parlay.

Exciting Sightings

A robin was spotted in Fernie on the weekend.



Treasurer’s Report

As of January 31, 2026:

GN Club Casino MHIP

Total Income: $873.14 Total Income: $0.00 Total Income: $5,766
Total Expenses: $4,021  Total Expenses: $1,746 Total Expenses: $20,947
Net Income: -$3,148** Net Income: -$1,746 Net Income: -$15,181
Total Assets: $29,637**  Total Assets: $17,404 Total Assets: $189,224

** - this does not include payment by MHIP for % of the commercial insurance

Interpretive Program Report

There are no changes to staff --- three full time and two part time. Alicia gave
an overview of the variety of programs offered in the past month. The Family
Day event sponsored by the Kiwanis Club was well attended and quite a
success. MHIP is in a good financial position as of now.

Program Committee Report

Cheryl Bradley, a water guru and well-known botanist and naturalist, will be
speaking at the AGM about a water related topic in southeast Alberta. Lorne
Fitch will be talking about his newest book, “Conservation Confidential” at the
April meeting. Paul Thibault will be talking about the history of GN at the May
meeting. Genevieve Mathieu will be talking about the history of MHIP at the
November meeting and the rest of the year’s speakers are still being worked on.

Nominations Committee

The committee has been working diligently to find people to take on the
different positions on the Board. Sheila, Paul, and Angela have all agreed to
run again in their current positions --- President, Treasurer, and Secretary
respectively. Ian and Melanie are going to be stepping away from Directors At
Large positions. Bruce McLeod and Ivan Shukster have offered to step up into
a Directors At Large position. Please contact the committee with any
suggestions or if you are willing to let your name stand for any positions.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.



