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GN Members Night

From the Top Left Clockwise:

Flowers “n” Friends: Corlaine and Rob Gardner
Glimpses of Kyrgystan: Alicia and Dave Voth
Prince Rupert and Haida Gwai: Angela Turner
Adopt-a-Pond: Martha Munz-Gue (no photo)
Cross Country Skiing: John Slater (possibly)

Monthly GN Get Together: February 24, 2026
In person at the Kiwanis Centre (826 11 Street, SE: middle room on level 2) or by Zoom
(Information regarding Zoom attendance will be provided by email prior to the meeting).

6:30 to 7:00 PM: Socializing, coffee, tea and cookies
7:00 to 8:00 PM: Presentations by GN Members
8:00 to 8:10 PM: Short Intermission

8:10 to 8:45 PM: Club Updates




President Sheila McLeod

Vice-President

Secretary Angela Turner
Treasurer Paul Thibault
Past-President  Phil Horch

Directors at
Large Melanie Barnett
Margie Booyens

Ian Turner

MH Interpretive Program

(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists)
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)
www.natureline.info
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225
Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark
The Nature Centre is open year round from:
9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday

Monday February 16th, 11am-4pm

Kiwanis Family Day in Police Point Park: Join
us for the 18t annual Kiwanis Family Day
celebration in Police Point Park! There will be
complimentary hot chocolate and cookies along
with hotdogs available for purchase. There are
activities for people of all ages and something for
everyone to enjoy!

The Month of February

Winter StoryWalk®: Until February 28t the
Winter StoryWalk® will be set up in PP Park. If
you come by to enjoy the story, be sure to swing
by the Nature Centre to pick up a token you can
take to the library to redeem a fun prize!

Sunday February 2204, 2:00-3:00pm
Watershed Challenge- Watershed Explorer
Series: In the final session in this series,
Watershed Challenge, we will focus on our roles as
stewards of our watershed. We will explore the
existing challenges to this ecosystem and the
various ways that anyone living in our area can
contribute to keeping our watershed healthy and
thriving. This program is made possible in part
thanks to the Land Stewardship of Canada.
Tuesday February 24, 3:00-4:00pm
Understanding Invasive Plan: Join us as we
delve into the wild world of invasive plants in our
area. Why are they here? Learn plant ID skills and
best practices to prevent the spread of invasive
plants on this guided walk through PP Park. This
program is made possible in part thanks to the
Land Stewardship Centre of Canada.

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and
artwork are welcomed but may be edited for
publication. Deadline: the 10t of each month. If you
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  (403-528-3120). Do not imbed
photos in articles but do send them separately.

The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study,
conservation and protection of all components of the natural
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics
and organizes member activities. The Society also manages
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program.

General Meetings: 4% Tuesday, Sept. to May Board
Meetings: 15t Wednesday Sept. to June at 4:00 PM in the
Chamber of Commerce Board Room downtown.

To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible
donation, write:

Grasslands Naturalists

Box 2491

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8

Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225
Annual Membership Dues: Angela Turner
Individuals $20

Families $25

Organizations $25

Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program
are another great way to support local nature and nature
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles.

GN Website:

www.grasslands-naturalists.org

GN Facebook Page:
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations:

infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org

Come into the Nature Centre and
Browse the Nature Store for gift
ideas and please avail yourselves to
the new display on the South
Saskatchewan River



http://www.natureline.info/
mailto:milton.spitzer@gmail.com
http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
mailto:infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org

Members’ Corner

2026 GN Membership Renewal

It’s not too soon to think about renewing your 2026 GN Membership. To this end membership application
forms are at the end of this issue of the Chronicle and details regarding membership dues are on the
second page of this Chronicle.

Board Meeting Request

The March GN board meeting will be on Wednesday, the fourth, from 4 to 6 p.m. Board members, Team
(committee) leaders, and GN members, please email, in PDF form, reports, comments or ideas that need to be
discussed at the meeting, to Paul Thibault and Sheila McLeod by February the 25th to assure they are added
to the agenda. Information arriving after February 25th will be discussed just before the 6:00 p.m.
adjournment or deferred for discussion until the April board meeting.

Thank you.

Sheila, GN President

Get Involved with GN!!

If you would like to contribute to Grassland Naturalists leadership and direction, the Nominations Committee
invites you to let your name stand for one of the Society's executive positions: President, Vice-President,
Secretary, and Treasurer. We are also looking for individuals interested in being Directors at Large.
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the AGM.

In brief, each of the executive roles can be summarized as the following:

President: preside at any meetings of the Society or the Board, be an ex-officio member at all committees,
present a year-end report at the AGM.

Vice President: carries out the duties of the President in the event of the President's absence. Other duties
from time to time as assigned by the board.

Secretary: directed by the President and Board, is responsible for all correspondence of the Society. Prepares
and keeps Board and General Meeting minutes and other records.

Treasurer: receives all money paid to the Society, responsible for bank deposits. Maintains a full account of
receipts and disbursements and presents financial statements to the Board. Prepares an audited financial
statement to the AGM.

Directors at Large: promotes the Society to the general public, participates in committees, other duties as
assigned by the board.

For more information on these roles please see the GN Bylaws document at www.grasslands-
naturalists.org/for-members/ or contact Margie Booyens at margiebooyens@gmail.com



http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/for-members/
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FEBRUARY 5, 2026 - President’s Report

Valentines Day is around the corner: time to think about LOVING the natural world, in practical ways!
Wouldn't at least a tiny piece of land in your yard, in your patio or balcony planters, or behind your back fence
love a few pollinator friendly flowering plants? It's a short month and a great one to plan for loving activities
we can do to preserve and enhance the earth right where we live.

Later this month a number of GN members can show loving concern for our environment and community by
helping to staff the GN Display Table at the February 19th and 20th South East Alberta Teacher’s Convention at
Medicine Hat College. Martha Munz-Gue has volunteered to help staff the display from 9:00 - 12 noon on
February 19t but another GN member is needed for that time as well. Two more volunteers are needed that
afternoon from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m., as well as two each for the morning and afternoon shifts on February
20th, As well, volunteers are needed to transport display materials to Medicine Hat College from the Nature
Center, set up the display, and return the display materials to the Nature Center when displays are closed. If
you can help with this important event please contact one of the Grasslands Naturalists Board Members or
leave a message at the Nature Center.

The Grasslands Naturalist Society is fortunate to have many dedicated volunteers. Thank you to all the
volunteers who helped with the Pizza Parlay on January 27t, the hospitality volunteers, the conversation
starter facilitators, and those who helped set up, clean up and take down at the conclusion of the evening. And
thank you to the GN members who came to enjoy pizza together and share their thoughts. Your thoughts have
been compiled by two GN volunteers, and with feed-back already shared by GN’s membership, these thoughts
will help the board facilitate environmental activities desired by its members. Many thanks to John Slater,
who accepted membership fees and forms at the Pizza Parlay. Unfortunately, John is now under the weather
and will be absent from GN activities while he recovers. Best wishes for a complete recovery John.

More GN members, both recent and long-term members, have also moved into new positions on GN Teams,
including the in-door program, the field trips and nature walks, the adopt-a-pond, and the Chronicle
production teams. Thank you all. However, there are still many needs within the Grasslands Naturalists
Society. The Field Trips and Nature Walk Team reports it would like 2 or 3 others on the team, “one birder;
one wildflower/native plant enthusiast; one person awash in wetland and water wonder and keen on clean
air; as well as representation from 3 or 4 decades of life. We have the 60s and 80s covered. How about (GN
members on the Team) from the 20s to 50s?”

The Communications team needs up to two volunteers to learn about the GN website and help to keep it up to
date. Another is needed to arrange advertising for the monthly Get-to Gethers, including highlighting the
guest speakers. Another is needed to coordinate GN’ displays at events such as the upcoming display at the
Southeast Alberta Teacher’s Convention.

Phil Horch and Paul Thibault, of the History of Grasslands Naturalists team would appreciate help from
members and other residents of Medicine Hat and southeast Alberta who are familiar with notable long-time
members of the society, including those still active, retired, or deceased. Their goal is to develop short
biographies of these prominent members, perhaps to be part of a history of the society. If you would enjoy
helping them please contact Phil or Paul.

The society very much appreciates the contributions particular members have made over many years and honours
them with Life-Time Honorary Memberships at annual meetings. If you know a long-time member not
previously recognized in this way please contact Phil Horch soon so he can begin the process to recognize them at
the annual meeting on March 24", Two such Honorary Memberships can begin the process to recognize them at
the annual meeting on March 24th,




And of course, Margie Booyens, chair of the current nominations team, would like to hear from you if you are
interested in being nominated for any 2026/2027 executive position: particularly the Vice-President position.
She, and any Board Member, would greatly appreciate all offers to be nominated for any Executive Position or
Activity Team at the Annual Meeting on March 24th. How interesting it would be to have several nominations
followed by an election!

More news from the February 4th Board Meeting: the 2026 Budget was discussed and accepted. As well, the
Bird Team is nearing the conclusion of its work on the updated bird check-list which will soon be available for
sale, to those simply interested in the birds presently active in southeast Alberta, and to dedicated birders
alike.

Since 2026 is the Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists Rob Gardner will lead a steering committee to celebrate
this year by encouraging residents to share 1 % of their land with prairies species of wildflowers, native trees
and shrubs, birds and other wildlife. So, please prepare to “rewild” a space, as little as 1% of the space in your
yard, garden, patio or balcony planter, or behind your backyard fence, giving nature a chance to thrive where
you live.

It will be a pleasure to meet with you again at the Members Night Get-to-Gether at the Kiwanis Center on
February 24, very near the end of this month... a month in which to actively LOVE the natural world

Sheila McLeod, President

Exciting Sightings

With the arrival of a new year, Southeastern Alberta experienced fluctuating temperatures, with January in
particular seeing temperature swings from -20°C to nearly 20°C. In what is usually a quiet time for birding,
these weather changes made local birding a challenge. Some recent exciting sightings reported include the
following.

Owls-Nature Centre Interpretive Staff member Mhairi Donnelly reported a Northern Saw-whet Owl roosting
among the dense branches of a choke cherry tree at Police Point Park on January 22nd, This is the fourth
consecutive year this species has been seen (presumably the same owl) at the same location, all reported
during the month of January, and all remarkably within a span of five days of each other. This tiny owl is a
rare fall/winter visitor. Dan Scheibelbein flushed a Long-eared Owl along one of the old cross-country ski
trails at Police Point Park on January 31st. This species has long close-set ear tufts. It is boldly streaked and
barred on breast and belly. It usually roosts well
hidden close to a tree trunk during the day.

Townsend’s Solitaire- Reported by Barry Anderson
along the Ross Glen Coulee Trail on February 1st. and
again on February 2nd. This migratory slender gray
thrush species has a bold white eye ring, buff wing

patches and white outer tail feathers. The Townsend’s
Solitaire acts like a flycatcher, sightings are rare in the
winter.

Rough-legged Hawk- This arctic migrant has a long Photo by Milt Spitzer
white tail with a dark band or bands, and a brown belly
band. Distinctive black carpal wing patches can be seen
in flight on pale morphs. Southern Alberta is the most
northern extent of this buteo’s southern winter range. Milt Spitzer reported 4 Rough-legged Hawks along the
Box Springs Road on January 9t, and 3 along The Thelma Road in the Cypress Hills on February 1st.




Redpoll- This irruptive migrant winter finch is usually encountered in weedy areas and also on catkin
bearing trees. The male can be identified by its pinkish/raspberry coloured breast and sides, a red cap and a
black chin, and by its trills and twittering song. Modest numbers of Redpolls have been reported this winter,
Milt Spitzer saw 5 along the Eagle Butte Rd. on February 1st, and Dan Schiebelbein reported 18 in his garden
in NE Crescent Heights on January 18th,

Snow Bunting- This arctic breeder arrives in Southern Alberta with the first winter snowfalls and can be
identified by its black and white wings. It can usually be seen in the fields and pastures alongside our rural
RGE and TWP roads, often in large flocks which may also include Lapland Longspurs and Horned Larks. Milt
Spitzer reported ~100 Snow Buntings at Reesor Lake on a trip to the Cypress Hills on February 1st.

Eastern Bluebird- This is one of the three Bluebird species that can occur in Western Canada, Milt Spitzer
reported 2 Eastern Bluebirds at Kin Coulee on February 4t. Sightings of a total of 6 Eastern Bluebirds were
previously reported/sighted by several birders in Ajax Coulee in the late fall of last year (November 4th, 5th,
and 6th, 2025). Perhaps these 2 are lingering companions of the 6 seen in Ajax Coulee in late fall ? The species
abundance code considers the Eastern Bluebird a vagrant in fall and winter by the Southeastern Alberta
Check Bird Checklist.

Prairie Falcon- This falcon is pale brown above, white and heavily spotted below. It has a brown crown, dark
moustachial, and a broad pale area behind the eye. The Prairie Falcon has a different head pattern from that of
the Peregrine Falcon. Milt Spitzer reported a Prairie Falcon north of Bullshead Reservoir on February 1st.

Please report your exciting sightings to Bob Frew: phone 403-526-4573, or e-mail:
robert.frew@shaw.ca

Grasslands Naturalist Field Trips; Corlaine Gardner

Corlaine Gardner has joined the committee as co-chair while John is recuperating. More members are
welcome. And we particularly are looking for your requests. We hope to schedule at least one day trip per
month from April through November. And we are hoping to have at least one longer trip involving 2 or 3 days.
Grasslands National Park has been suggested for that trip. What are other possibilities?

The day trips may include some of the traditional ones. Over the last few years Milt and Phil have led many of
these. They both suggest that there might be someone else who would like to take on one or more of those. Or
someone may want to offer a variation on the themes. The other day trips that are tentative include several of
the ACA (Alberta Conservation Association) sites. We have a lot of them in our area. How many of our local 10
have you been to? Are you ready for some exploring? Please put on your thinking cap and let's have an active
spring and summer with a good variety of trips.

Wednesday nature walks continue through February and into March. We continue to meet at the Nature
Center to View the Display, meet the interpreters, perhaps loosen up with a bit of easy chi gong, and then
venture outside on one of the many trails through Police Point Park. This month’s display created by Erika
Derman is about the Southeast Alberta watershed, and riparian health. Meet at the Nature Center at 10 am
(or earlier if you want more time to see this extensive display).
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Life-time Membership, Life Recognition, and Honorary Membership Awards
Call for Nomination

The GN Board is seeking nominations for the Society’s prestigious Life-time Membership Award. According
Section 3.1.2 of the GN Bylaws:
“The Society may award:
e a free 'Life-time’ Membership to a current or past Member, who has made outstanding contributions to
the Society.
e a free time-limited 'Honorary' Membership to a person outside the Society, who has made exceptional
contributions to the Society or to its objectives.
A posthumous 'Life Recognition’ award may also be given for a Member’s contributions to the Society.

'Life-time’, ‘Life Recognition’ and 'Honorary' Memberships shall be awarded by the Board through nominations
by Members of the Society. Members shall be informed of such awards through a Society Announcement.
Recipients of 'Life-time' and 'Honorary’ Memberships shall be considered Society Members with voting rights for
the duration of their term.”

Life-time Memberships have been awarded to:

e Beth Milne 1995
e Dawn Dickinson 2008
e Donna Maclean 2009
e Veronica Swan 2012
e Ben Velner 2013
e Dennis Baresco 2014
e Eileen Cowtan 2015
e Michael O’Shea 2015
e Martha Munz Gue 2016
e Phil Horch 2016
e Jan Scott 2020
e Bob Townsend 2022
o David Gue 2022
e Corlaine Gardner 2023
e Rob Gardner 2023
e John Slater 2025
e Gerry Ehlert 2025

Life-time Membership and Recognition award recipients shall be honoured with their names on the park-bench
located in front of the Nature Centre. No GN award shall involve any cash component.

As indicated in the bylaws, the nominations are made by Society Members. The Board will review the
nominations at its next meeting and announce the award at the next AGM. Nominations may be submitted to
Phil Horch, in person, by physical mail or by email. In order to allow Board Members sufficient time to review
the nominations, these need to be received on or before February 28, 2026.

The nomination document should include:

1. the name of the nominee,

2. the rationale supporting the nomination,

3. the name of the Society Member(s) submitting the nomination.

4. the date of submission.
We are very fortunate to have a dedicated Board with many new members. Since Board members may not be
fully aware of the Society’s history, nominations should discuss in item 2 above the most important
contributions made by the nominee over his or her entire history with the Society.




1% For Nature Contact Rob or Corlaine Gardner
February 10, 2026

The Grasslands Naturalists Board recently approved a new club project: 1% For Nature. This project
challenges all residents of Medicine Hat to share just one per cent of their property with the natural world.
For the average urban lot, this amounts to about the size of a queen-size bed. We hope that this specific “ask”
will encourage many people to participate.

This could look like a native shrub, like saskatoon or chokecherry, with a couple of clumps of wild flowers
underneath, a wren house on the fence, and a bird feeder near the kitchen window. Maybe add a honeysuckle
vine with beautiful orange trumpet-shaped flowers, which happen to be a hummingbird’s favourite plant.

This project brings together several existing projects, so they can be
promoted more effectively. We think that people planting native flowers
will also be willing to support local birds; that butterflies and other
pollinators will find food and shelter in the new, wilder gardens. With
mutually supportive promotion, the Pollinator Lanes and Bird Friendly
City projects will be appreciated by many more people. Alicia has agreed
that several planned interpretive programs can take part, tying the MHIP
and GN together more clearly.

We will develop a checklist of sorts: a list of backyard habitat
improvements that can bring nature into each yard. Most importantly, we hope that this active participation
will kindle curiosity about our natural world.

To get involved, please contact Rob or Corlaine at 403-527-2052. Be the first on your block to have green bees
at your gaillardia flowers!

Dare to Repair! There is no “Out” to which it can be thrown!

Do you want to help reduce textile waste in our world? It is estimated that 1/5 of global waste is from textiles
and their production. “Fast Fashion” contributes to the glut. If we wear clothing longer, sometimes a button
needs to be replaced or a rip or hole needs to be mended. Cheap labor has enticed many into buying cheep
clothes that have travelled great distances, and are soon tossed out or donated to bulging store rooms at the
Thrift shops. Not many generations ago much mending clothes was done weekly (or daily) at home by
grandma or aunty while children looked on and learned. At a repair café we bring back the social aspect
and the skills of fixing our clothes. Join us 2 to 4 pm any Thursday at the 415Bee Gallery, located at the
Arcade Plaza 415B Third Street. It's a chance to get some of your own mending done while chatting about
other possibilities for reducing waste and protecting nature. The hope is that repair cafés will start up at
other places. And hope is leading to one at the college. In March 2026, the Students Association at MHC is
hosting a clothing repair café (in their café)! How about starting one in your home with your kids or
grandchildren and their friends?...and include your friends! It's an easy way to provide focus and commit to
making a difference. Look up "U of A Repair Cafe" to understand from where I got the idea. I have attended
two of their repair cafés. That initiative has been nominated for the Emerald Award this year. By the way,
there are three downtown locations where you can pay to have your clothes mended or altered: GRUPP
(denim only), Rey de Reyes, and the Dry Cleaners on 3rd.

Martha Munz Gue.




Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8GE&

Membership Form for 2026

Mame# Name of 2™ Family Member **
Address* Membership: Individual $20/year
City / Province* Family  $25/year
Postal Code* Organization $25/year
Telephone* Donation Tax Receipt Available
Email™ Total Enclosed
Preference for receiving Chronicle newsletter®: Payments can be made by cheque, cash or
) ) at www.grasslands-naturalists.org
D Post or D Email or D Neither (Join/Donate on Top Menu)

or using e-Transfer at
memberships@grasslands-naturalists.org

Current and recent Chronicles can be viewed and downloaded from the Grasslands Naturalists
website www.grassiands-naturalists.org. Regardless of payment option used, a signed
membership form must be filled out and submitted,

* Required information. ** Required information for family membership.

+ Optional Information. For phone number(s), please note whether it is a residence, cell phone or business number.

++ Information required if you wish o receive the Chronide and announcements by email.

Waiver for Field Trips, Activities, and Events

I may wish to participate in field trips, activities, and events organized by the Society of Grasslands Maturalists.

I affirm that, as a participant, I and my child(ren)/ward(s) are prepared to stay with the group and follow
the directions of the coordinator and activity leader. I affirm that, knowing my personal state of health, I
feel that I am mentally and physically capable of participating in the trips and events that I choose to attend.

I acknowledge that I am aware of the inherent risks, hazards, and dangers associated with activities
arising from my participation in trips, events, litter cleanups, invasive species removal or any other activity
that may result in injury, sickness or death to me or my child{ren)/ward(s). Some of these risks may be
specific to the area. These include, but are not limited to, animal attacks as well as poisonous snakes, insects
and vegetation. Therefore, in consideration of my participation in these trips and events, for myself, my
heirs, my executors, my administrators, and my successors, I voluntarily assume all risks and hereby waive
all my rights against Grasslands Naturalists and unconditionally release and discharge the Grasslands
Maturalists, its members, directors, officers, its affairs and its coordinators from all manner of activities,
causes of action, suits, claims and demands for damages due to personal injury, sickness, death, loss or
damage to property, expenses or otherwise which may or shall arise in any way as a result of my
participation in the above trips and events.

Signature of Member Signature of 2™ Family Member

Date: Date:




Society of Grasslands Naturalists
Box 2491, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1A 8GS

Consent Form

Consent to the Use and Distribution of Personal Information

Grasslands Naturalists (GN) collects personal information subject to the Personal Information

Protection Act’(PIPA). GN may, subject to your consent, wish to make some personal information
public through, for example, its Chronicle, Website, Facebook page or newspaper article. Please
indicate your consent to the following release of information and note any specific exclusion of a
consent such as for children.

Yes No Exclusion
MName ]
Residence telephone
Cell phone
Business phone
Email address
Residence address |

Pictures - -

Beyond the above consents, GN will not distribute personal information to a third party without your
consent unless such information is required, by law, to be released to a federal or provincial
government agency in order, for example, to maintain GN's non-profit organization status.

Consent to Receive Emails Related to Commercial Activities

GM may wish to send you emails to promote some of its commercial activities including those

provided by its Cluband Interpretive Program. Please indicate your consent to receiving such
information. [ | Yes [ |No

Modification of Consents

You may modify any of the above consents, at any time, through a written request to the member
of the GN Executive responsible for Memberships.

Signature of Member Signature of 29 Family Mamber

Date:; Date:




