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It has been a very exciting and rewarding year for me in my first year as President of The Society of 
Grasslands Naturalists (GN). The primary reason for this is the enthusiasm, encouragement and effort given 
by the Executive, the Directors, the various Committees and many other GN members. In particular, I would 
like to express my sincere thanks to the following members for their participation and contributions; Eileen 
Cowtan for the detailed financial reports and membership records (about 150 members); Tina Regehr for the 
minutes of the Executive and Regular Meetings; Michael O’Shea for arranging Field Trips and being past 
President; Anne Bernhardt for being Vice President and for leading the Ad hoc committee concerned with 
writing our new Bylaws together with special thanks to Paul Thibault for writing and re-writing revisions to 
20 drafts of the Bylaws as well as preparing and compiling the results of the membership questionnaire; Rob 
Gardner for arranging the informative indoor program presentation speakers and being GN representative on 
SEAWA and Prairie Conservation Forum; Corlaine Gardner for leading the amazing Interpretive Program 
together with the staff here at the Nature Centre; Marty Drut for being GN representative on Nature Alberta 
and for being one of our naturalists concerned with protecting the Greater Sage Grouse; Martha Munz Gue for 
leading the Issues Committee; as well as to both Martha and Bill Knibbs for being our two Directors at Large 
where Bill took the lead on the AGM Nominations Committee together with Michael O’Shea; Milt Spitzer for 
being our Newsletter editor and for maintaining the Carol Porter Bluebird Trail; and Phil Horch for writing 
the monthly newsletter article on Exciting Sightings and for chairing the Interpretive Program’s Operations 
Committee together with Val Felesky, Dorothy Patry, Elaine Spitzer and Bob Townsend as well as Eileen 
Cowtan on the IP Committee. Also, special thanks to Phil Horch, Ben Velner, Milt Spitzer, Mike O’Shea, Gary 
Martin and Jan Scott for leading the field trips, and to all members of the Society for participating in the Trips 
and for volunteering in many of the IP activities. Finally, grateful appreciation to the many people who made 
donations to GN; without them, we would not be able to enjoy so many programs and activities. 
 
Much has been accomplished during 2011. A brief list of the activities and achievements is as follows: there 
were 18 Field Trips and six Bird Counts (the significant one being the 30th annual MH Christmas Bird Count). 
We had eight General Meetings and two Potlucks, and there were many special IP events. Also two members 
received special awards: Jan Scott, the provincial Wolley Dod Award, and Corlaine Gardner, the MH city Civic 
Recognition Award (I would like to give special thanks to Lorine Marshall for nominating Corlaine). In 
addition, Michael O’Shea was instrumental in solicited a grant from the city for purchase of wire for wrapping 
trees to protect them from the hungry beavers. Over 300 trees here in Police Point Park and across the river 
in Strathcona Island Park were wrapped during at least ten separate outings. Also, about 5 miles of fencing 
were marks near Sage Grouse habitat by Rob and Corlaine Gardner, Ben Velner, Marty Drut and landowner 
David Hidelaw. Furthermore, Honorary memberships were given to two science fair students. Finally, as 
already mentioned, new Bylaws have been drafted and will be presented this evening for approval. 
 
Now looking forward to this year 2012. The new Communications Committee with members Tina Regehr, 
Paul Thibault, Corlaine Gardner, Anne Bernhardt and Eileen Cowtan will be producing a new GN Brochure, 
and managing the development of a GN website integrated with our Facebook, which could be linked to the 
Medicine Hat City website www.medicinehat.ca and our Interpretive Program website www.natureline.info 
and facebook.com/policepointpark. We have already had a few Field Trips and I am looking forward to many 
more during the year. Also, I would like to see young families and youth engagement program here at the 
Nature Centre, so we could initiate a younger generation of naturalists doing special activities like tree 
planting, alternative green energy, conservation, composting and study of species at risk. Next, when the GN 
website is functional, I would like to see two promotions; one promotion being to encourage members to 
adopt a Species at Risk and get together with other members who have similar interests, and the other 
promotion is to be Trail Watchers where we as individuals or families adopt a portion of a trail or path in the 
city much like people or organizations adopt a portion of highway. This will encourage us to connect with and 
care for trails in the city so we could keep an eye on the trails and report back to the city through our website 
if there is anything important issue; ie. Beaver activity or erosion. Lastly, I would like to see a line of clothing 
items with the GN name and logo; such as caps, hats, T-shirts and sweatshirts. Thank you so much for your 
encouragement and support over the past year. I look forward to this year ahead. 

http://www.medicinehat.ca/
http://www.natureline.info/

