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2012 has been a very productive year for our Society of Grasslands Naturalists. A list of 
accomplishments is as follows: new Bylaws were completed and adopted at the previous 
AGM; the City contract for the Interpretive Program (IP) was renewed for 5 more years; 
revised Terms of Reference for the IP Operations Committee were approved; the 
Communications Committee was formalized under the Chair of Eileen Cowtan with special 
thanks to Paul Thibault for launching the Grasslands Naturalists (GN) Website; a ad hoc 
committee was established under the leadership of Paul Thibault to initiate drafting GN 
Policies and Procedures; and another ad hoc committee chaired by Anne Bernhardt 
commenced organizing our historic files; initially with digitizing and archiving the past 
copies of the Sagebrush Chronicles at the Esplanade. In addition, the Birding Trails Project 
got underway with Phil Horch and committee revising the Birder’s Checklist for the 
southeast Alberta area; Marty Drut initiated a 2-year Sprague’s Pipit Project to display the 
importance of protecting the species at risk and their prairie grasslands habitat; a Baby’s 
Breath Removal Project was initiated in Police Point Park to examine various methods and 
determine the best technique to eliminate the invasive plant; and an Adopt a Species at 
Risk program was commenced by the Issues Committee chaired by Martha Munz Gue to 
educate and make aware the importance of protecting riparian areas and the critical native 
prairie habitat; particularly for the Greater Sage Grouse and Tiny Cryptantha. The Issues 
Committee also met with the local MLAs and MP as well as submitted inputs to the 
Grasslands Conservation Survey, the Land Use Framework Workbook for southeast Alberta 
region, and recently the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan. 
 
 GN also had 18 Field Trips to view birds and butterflies, search for cougars and see unique 
landscapes such as the Cypress Hills ‘Police Point’ led by Gary Martin and the Pinhorn 
Ranch along Milk River to the USA border arranged by Val Felesky and led by William King. 
Also, we enjoyed eight informative presentations at our General Meetings arranged by Rob 
Gardner; and ten exceptional issues of our monthly newsletter the Sagebrush Chronicle 
produced by Milt Spitzer. Furthermore, I express my sincere appreciation for the continued 
success of the Interpretive Program at Police Point Park under the admirable leadership of 
Corlaine Gardner with staff Marty Drut, Valerie Martins and various part-time employees 
and many volunteers together with direction provided by the IP Operations Committee 
involving Phil Horch (chair), Bob Townsend, Val Felesky, Dorothy Patry and Elaine Spitzer 
as well as bookkeeper and secretary Eileen Cowtan. Special thanks to Marty Drut for 
leading the annual fall IP Beaver Lodge Walk and Snow Goose Field Trip, and organizing 
both the Spring and Christmas Bird Counts along with assistance from Bob Frew. 
 
The effort and encouragement given by the GN Board Executive and Directors, the various 
committees and many other GN members have been gratefully appreciated. In addition to 
those mentioned above for specific tasks, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the 
following members for their participation and contributions; Eileen Cowtan as Treasurer 
for the detailed financial reports and membership records; Barry Anderson as Secretary for 
the minutes of the General and Board Meetings; Michael O’Shea for arranging Field Trips 
and being past President; Anne Bernhardt for being Vice President and participating on 



many committees; Rob Gardner for being GN representative on Prairie Conservation 
Forum; Martha Munz Gue for being GN representative on Nature Alberta and SEAWA; to 
Martha, Marty and Bill Knibbs for being our three Directors at Large where Bill took the 
task of phoning members for AGM Nominations; Milt Spitzer for maintaining the Carol 
Porter Bluebird Trail; and Phil Horch and Bob Frew for writing the monthly newsletter 
article “Exciting Sightings”. Also, special thanks to Phil Horch, Ben Velner, Milt Spitzer, Mike 
O’Shea, Val Felesky, Gary Martin and Jan Scott for leading the various field trips, and to all 
members of the Society for participating in the Trips and for volunteering in many of the IP 
activities. Finally, grateful appreciation to the members who made donations to GN; 
without them, we would not be able to enjoy many of the benefits. 
 
To all of the above, I wish to thank everyone for their enthusiasm, encouragement, 
dedication and support. Recently I made a list of 40 current tasks and projects which 
involve nearly 30 members of GN. Our membership is up to about 150 members with 15 
new members. And at the last year’s AGM, the fourth ‘Life-time’ membership was presented 
to Veronica Swan. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank external organizations such as the Kiwanis Club for 
sponsoring the Family Day Fun; the Medicine Hat Kinsmen for sponsoring the Easter 
Celebration; the Lions’ Club for sponsoring the Christmas Hayride; the Geo-Caching group 
for helping with Tree Wrapping; and the TD Friends of the Environment, Scouts Canada 
and Junior Forest Wardens for helping to plant trees and shrubs in Police Point Park.  
 
In the coming year, besides the many birding activities that we currently engage in, I would 
like to see expansion of our interest and education concerning Butterflies & Moths as well 
as Wildflowers & Native Prairie Grasses in southeast Alberta. I think formation of core 
groups with expertise in these two subjects would be a great benefit to our Society and give 
us a greater appreciation for the diversity and variety of species and their habitat. 
 
During the past two years I have enjoyed my time at President and now I look forward to 
2013 with election of the Executive Officers for President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer as well as appointment by the GN Board of the Past President, three Directors at 
Large and various committees. In so doing, I offer my support and wish the new executive, 
directors and committees continued success. Thank you. 


