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Nature Alberta (Federation of Alberta Naturalists) Representation

Nature Alberta (NA), also known as the Federation of Alberta Naturalists (FAN) consists of 41
clubs. The 11 “corporate member” clubs have representation on the board (Grasslands
Naturalists is one). The remainder are Associate Clubs. To give you an example of the Associate
Clubs, the latest to apply is LCARF, the Little Creeks & Rough Fescue Appreciation Society.
Here’s what they want to do: Promote the importance of riparian health on feeder creeks, and
the natural capital value of native grasses, particularly Rough Fescue, in the watersheds of the
Bow and Little Red Deer rivers in the counties of Bighorn, Mountain View and Rockyview.

Major projects currently run by Nature Alberta are:

Living By Water, where four shoreline advisors, mostly summer students, meet with lakeside
dwellers in central Alberta to allow them to develop environmentally friendly shorelines. The
book “Living by Water” is available at the MH Nature Centre at Police Point Park. Watch for
“Living by Water” posters and brochures at the Public Library during the week of World Water
Day. Living by Water (LbyW) is a national initiative developed in 1997 by two waterfront
residents. This unique educational program is designed to help waterfront residents employ
environmentally-friendly practices on their property to help maintain shoreline and water
health.

Young Naturalist Clubs, now in Edmonton and Red Deer. The Edmonton Club last year had 142
families who visited 9 natural areas last summer.

Important Bird Areas. Led by Birdlife International, the Important Bird Areas program is a
global effort to identify, conserve, and monitor a network of sites that provide essential habitat
for bird populations. Since its launch in Canada, the program has identified about 600 sites
across the country, including 48 IBAs in Alberta (of which 36 are globally significant). In our
area of Southeast Alberta, Chappice Lake and Pakowki Lake are identified as important bird
areas. Nature Alberta also published the very attractive and informative book, the Atlas of
Breeding Birds of Alberta, is available at the MH Nature Centre at Police Point Park.

Citizen Science. Nature Alberta encourages member clubs to participate in Winter and Spring
bird counts, Wildflower Count, Frog Count. Nature Alberta also maintains a huge data base of
natural history information.

Two Quarterly Publications: Nature Alberta and Nature Wild, a children’s version. Nature
Alberta is of very good quality lately. Our own GN member and past chief interpreter at the
Nature Centre, Dennis Baresco, is the editor of Nature Alberta. GN members are encouraged to
join Nature Alberta in order to benefit from this excellent publication. Or consider buying a NA
gift membership for someone who loves nature.

Books. FAN facilitated the publishing of two books written by local GN authors: Prairie River by
Dennis Baresco and Dawn Dickinson with illustrations by Newton; and Caught in the Spin by



Dawn Dickinson. Order these or other FAN books on the Nature Alberta website or purchase
them at the MH Nature Center.
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