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 The past year has been a significant time for the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program 
Operations Committee in that it was the last year of our five year contract with the City of 
Medicine Hat. Much of our attention in the past few months has been directed toward the 
matter of developing a new contract with the City in order that the Grasslands Naturalists 
can continue operating the program for another five years.  Our committee is pleased to 
report that the Medicine Hat City Council recently approved the contract renewal for 
another five years and that our society’s President has signed same. The terms of the 
contract are very similar to the previous one allowing for annual cost of living increases in 
the amounts the City contributes each year. City Council also passed a motion commending 
Grasslands Naturalists and the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program staff for its fine 
performance in the operation of the program. The City has also relaxed the matching 
funding requirement to some degree which previously was tied to a partial payment early 
in the year and the remainder only after proving that we had raised a matching amount; 
but now two 50% payments will be made in mid January and July. The amount the City 
provides for the program each year roughly works out to about half the operating costs. 
The balance is mostly raised through charging fees to school programs, gift shop sales and 
raising grant money which our Chief Interpreter is very skilled at doing. 
 
 Besides dealing with the contract renewal, the Committee meets regularly through 
the year to monitor program activities, staff performance, receive and approve financial 
reports, ensure adequate insurance coverage and liaise with the Executive of Grasslands 
Naturalists. 
 
 We are pleased to report that the program has once again performed in a sterling 
fashion introducing hundreds of Medicine Hat citizens and visitors to the wonders of 
Southeastern Alberta’s natural history. Chief Interpreter Corlaine Gardner has surrounded 
herself with highly competent staff and continues to render a magnificent program in a 
most efficient and exemplary manner. She is to be highly commended not only by City 
Council but also by all of us who make up the membership of the Grasslands Naturalists! 
 
 I would like to close by thanking the dedicated members of our Operations 
Committee who serve so selflessly. They include Robert Townsend, Val Felesky, Elaine 
Spitzer, Dorothy Patry. Ex-officio members include John Slater (GN President), Corlaine 
Gardner (Chief Interpreter), Dave Young (Parks Manager), and Eileen Cowtan, (Part-time 
bookkeeper and secretary). 
 
Submitted By Phil Horch, Chairman 
  

 


