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Tuesday, March 27, 2012

The committee operating the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program has been comprised of
the following people in the past year: Phil Horch (Chairman), Eileen Cowtan (Secretary and
Treasurer, ex officio), Val Felesky, Bob Townsend, Elaine Spitzer, and Dorothy Patry. Corlaine
Gardner (Chief Interpreter) and Dave Young representing the City of Medicine Hat Parks
Department are also ex officio members.

During the past year we have held four meetings of the committee at which time
reports are received about Interpretive Program operations, budgets are approved and
monitored, the committee “Terms of Reference” were reviewed, and the insurance coverage of
the program was reviewed and adjusted.

One of the major responsibilities of this committee is to carry out the contract
obligations that exist between the Grasslands Naturalists Society and the City of Medicine Hat
to operate the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. The latest five-year contract between the
Society and City is scheduled to expire at the end of 2012. Negotiations have begun with the
City to undertake a new contract for another five-year term. At this point in time negotiations
are taking place at the Parks Department level and the City has expressed an interest in
renewing the contract under similar terms to what we now have with incremental budgetary
increases each year through five years. Under the terms of our current contract it is necessary
to raise supplementary matching funds beyond what the City of Medicine Hat supplies which
the Program has been doing successfully for years. As we work through the process of finalizing
a new contract we will be monitoring closely the end result as it gets presented to City Council
in the budgeting process. Once a final draft of the contract has been drafted, it will be the
responsibility of the Grasslands Naturalists Board to approve it.

Another major responsibility of the committee is to ensure that the Chief Interpreter’s
position is adequately staffed. For the past several years that position has been admirably filled
by Corlaine Gardner who continues to give the program excellent supervision and direction.
The program is also staffed by a core of permanent staff that includes Val Martins and Marty
Drut. Kevin Winchester is also presently employed as a winter seasonal employee. In addition
we employ other seasonal staff often made up of students and interns. The program also is
supported mightily by a small army of volunteers.

Our committee believes that the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program is one of the finest
in the country and it is because of the quality of people that staff the program. Our thanks go
out to them and all those members of the Grasslands Naturalists who support the program with
their donations and volunteer time.

The people of Medicine Hat are the ultimate winners because of the Medicine Hat
Interpretive Program. In addition the City of Medicine is getting a lot of “bang for its buck” with
our program. The quality of life in our city is dramatically impacted by this program and the
Police Point Park experience is richer and more deeply felt because of it. But the program
extends well beyond the bounds of the park to helping people experience and appreciate the
wonderful natural history world that we live in throughout the City and Southeastern Alberta.
Submitted By Phil Horch, Committee Chairperson



