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The Interpretive Program, managed by the Grasslands Naturalists, provides year round
opportunities for Hatters, their friends and relatives, and others in south east Alberta to
appreciate the wonders of prairie heritage. It has been 17 years since the Naturalists took
over the program in the face of massive budget cuts. | hope that you are all very proud of it.

The Interpretive Program Management Committee oversees the Interpretive Program. | really
appreciate these volunteers who offer advice and support. And when issues such as
insurance comes up, they step forward to work through details, and read the fine print,
allowing staff at the Nature Centre to focus on programming.

The Parks and Recreation Department of the City contracts the Grasslands Naturalists to
manage the Nature Centre and provide the year round interpretation. That contract is for
$126,000. and is just over half of our budget. We raise money in many ways, and also find
staff in different ways. We work with interns, practicum students, students hired under special
programs, and 2011 saw the return of the Katimavik program to Medicine Hat. We provide a
work placement for one volunteer from each three month group, and they bring their own
skills to our program.

We find money in other ways too, including funding for special projects. Many of our major
displays are developed as part of projects. In 2011, one of our projects had a different twist -
it was a digital storytelling workshop. If you would like to see a couple of the resulting videos,
they are online.

In 2011, we had another exciting and successful year. We contacted more than 35,000
people. We provided about 50 public programs and events ranging from our traditional Easter
programming to sky programs, exploring the park after dark. Of course, our school and
community group programs really keep us hopping, and we booked about 400 of those!
Beyond those booked and guided programs, we also helped teachers and group leaders to
plan and lead their own groups in the Park.

We are also very involved in the community. Groups like the Archeology Club meet here,
volunteer, and assist with exhibits. Local art teachers enthusiastically show off some of their
students talents with an annual High School Artists Inspired by Nature. Older artists also
contributing to our exhibits and to Artist of the Month. We are involved with other groups and
projects - Communities in Bloom, Tourism Industry Group, Ewart-Duggan Heritage Garden
Committee, Ecotourism program at the College, and the geocaching group SEARCH (South
East Alberta Region Cache Hunters).



The community also supports us in many ways. The Lions Club continues to sponsor our
Hayride, kicking off the Christmas season. The Kinsmen has for many years sponsored our
public Easter program. The Medicine Hat Kiwanis Club has taken on Family Day with
financial and volunteer support. Individuals offer donations, moral support, and many
volunteer hours to maintain the high quality program that we are proud to offer. We couldn’t
do all that we do without the community support.

Our program is part of the quality of life in Medicine Hat, and we have an impact on the
attitudes and actions of people, as they relate to our prairie environment.

If anyone would like to discuss details of the program, please talk to me later.
Respectfully submitted

Corlaine Gardner
Chief Park Interpreter



