
 

Carol Porter Bluebird Trail Results for 2014  
 

The Carol Porter Bluebird Trail consists of 92 
boxes primarily located along the Eagle Butte 
Road south of Medicine Hat but some boxes are 
also situated on off shoots including Ranchville, 
Jackpot and Wildcat Roads.  This trail has been 
continuously operated since 1989 with minor 
changes during the years to numbers and 
locations of boxes. 
 
During the period April through August these 
boxes are visited and serviced weekly by a 
devoted group of volunteers.  They service the 
boxes, affect any required repairs and count and 
record eggs and nestlings.  After fledging they 
clean out the boxes as required to ready them 
for potential second broods or for the next 
year’s breeding season.  In 2014 this group of dedicated volunteers included: 

 Lorraine and Randy Stotz 
 Peggy and Mike Hansen 
 Ann and Dennis Hall 
 Ennyd and Cled Jones 
 Phyllis and Ross Strobel 
 Beth and Ted Turner 
 Ric Carrier 
 Carol and Brian Lowery 
 Dee and Brent Cowan 
 Jim and JoAnne MacFarlane 
 Donna Steele and Sue Higgins 

Many thanks to these volunteers and a special thanks is extended to Ben Velner who keeps us supplied 
with replacement bluebird boxes. 
 
2014 was a very successful year as far as fledging Mountain Bluebirds was concerned as the early spring 
was not subjected to any abnormal and potentially killing snow storms and very few eggs or nestlings 
were lost to predators or to other unforeseen circumstances.  In all the Mountain Bluebirds nested 
successfully 55 times (including second broods).  A total of 292 Mountain Bluebirds were fledged (the 
most since 2006) as compared to 220 in 2013. 
 
In addition to Mountain Bluebirds the boxes are also used by Tree Swallows.  In 2014, 305 Tree 
Swallows were fledged as compared to 365 in 2013.  This year, because of the good weather conditions, 
the Mountain Bluebirds were able to claim a number of the boxes earlier than the Tree Swallows thus 
the reduction in Tree Swallows fledged.  When inclement weather delays the bluebird nesting, often 
Tree Swallows out compete them for boxes. 
 
For more details contact Milt Spitzer at (403) 528-3120 or email milton.spitzer@gmail.com . 
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