
 

 

44th Annual Christmas Bird Count 
Report - Medicine Hat (2025)  

The 2025 Medicine Hat Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was held on Sunday, December 21st. 
Many thanks to all of the participants who surveyed territories and counted at feeders on 
count day. The success of this citizen science project depends on the passion and dedication 
of the members of our amazing community. This year the Medicine Hat Interpretive 
Program hosted a Christmas Bird Count for Kids (CBC4Kids) event for the second time to 
inspire and empower the next generation of birders. We had six participants who observed 
10 known and two unknown species for a total of 296 individual birds. The effort was one 
hour covering 1.5 kilometers here in Police Point Park.  

It was a cold day for the count this year, with a high of -2.7℃ in the morning, dropping 
down to a low of -16.7℃. Wind was from the South West in the morning, then shifted to 
North/North East for the remainder of the day. The early part of the day was windiest at 21 
km/h but this died down somewhat over the course of the day with an average wind speed 
of 12.9 km/h. The snow cover ranged from 0 cm to approximately 4 cm. The day was 
cloudy with no precipitation to speak of. 

We chose to help pilot a new digital sign-up for the Audubon Society for this year’s count. 
The intention of this pilot is to make it easier for participants to register for the bird count, 
improve communication between participants and the coordinator, and simplify 
participant management. We would like to thank the 27 people who used the digital form 
to sign up.  

This year we had 62 total participants, four more than in 2024, with a handful of new 
birders joining for the first time. Field watchers spent a combined 37.5 hours walking, 
covering 95 km in total on foot. The walking effort was nine hours less than the previous 
year (46.5) and six hours lower than the 10-year average (43.5), but the distance covered 
was three kilometers above the 10-year average (92). Field counters spent 43 hours 
driving, one hour less than last year, and roughly half an hour above the 10-year average 

 



 

(42.55). In total, 590 km were covered by vehicle, 36 km lower than in 2024 and 7.5% 
below the 10-year average (638).  

Total time spent watching at feeders was 36.5 hours between field participants and feeder 
count only participants. 22 participants counted at feeders, four more than both the 
number in 2024 and the 10-year average (18). Eight of these participants also counted in 
the field. 

51 species were observed during the 2025 count, four more than the previous year, and 
one fewer than the 10-year average (52). The total number of birds seen was 29,397 which 
is 29.8% above the 10-year average (2,2654). While the number of birds seen not including 
Canada Geese was 5,582, up from 2024 (4,478), this group comprised only 19.0% of total 
birds seen this year and is 10.3% below the 10-year average (29.2%). In fact, the 23,815 
Canada Geese seen this year set a new record, with 2,229 more than the previous high back 
in 2018 (21,586). 

Only one Hairy Woodpecker was seen, 33.3% below the 10-year average (4). House 
Sparrows had their lowest showing in count history with only 337 observed this year. 69 
Eurasian Collared Doves were observed, lower than last year (75) and 61.1% below the 
10-year average (178). Rock Doves were also 58.1% below their 10-year average, with 
374 reported on count day. 10 American Tree sparrows were seen which is 54.8% below 
their 10-year average (22). 

For the second year in a row, no Golden Eagles were seen. Other species that are 
typically seen during the Christmas Bird Count but were notably absent in 2025: Great 
Horned Owl, and Bohemian Waxwing. 

42 Cackling Geese were seen, the highest number of this species seen only six times since a 
single goose was observed in 2012. The previous high was eight seen in 2023. Other species 
with record numbers were Bald Eagle (37), Northern Flicker (190), and Purple Finch (21). 

A single Ross’s Goose made its first appearance this year. For the first time since one was 
seen back in 2015, a single Northern Harrier was observed. An Osprey was also seen, 
marking its second appearance in the history of the count, the first being in 2022 when a 
single bird was observed. A Kestrel was seen this year after a 3-year absence, and a Prairie 
Falcon was also seen after a 4-year absence. Two White-crowned Sparrows were seen, 
making it their sixth CBC appearance since a single bird was recorded in 1988. Two 
Brewer’s Blackbirds were seen after being absent since 2016.  

 



 

The Top Ten list of species by number saw some changes this year. Horned Larks and Snow 
Buntings were bumped off, replaced by Dark-eyed Juncos in 10th position and European 
Starling in 7th position. Mallards climbed to 2nd place from 5th while House Sparrows 
dropped one position to take their spot. Northern Flickers climbed one spot to 9th place and 
Rock Doves jumped from 7th to 4th place. 
 
For a complete species list from the 44th Annual Christmas Bird Count, including data from 
the previous three count years, please refer to the appendix below. Check out the Audubon 
website to see the in-depth results of this or other bird counts in our area: 
https://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx. If you’d 
like to share your bird count comments or suggestions, or are interested in signing up for 
future bird counts, call the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program at 403-529-6225 or email 
mhip@natureline.info.  

Genevieve Mathieu, Compiler  
January 22, 2026 

 

 

 



 

Appendix  
Table 1.  
Record Species Highs and Lows in 2025 

Species - Highs  2025 Total  Previous High  Year 

Canada Goose 23,815 21,586 2018 

Cackling Goose 42 8 2023 

Bald Eagle 37 35 2022 

Northern Flicker 190 169 2021 

Purple Finch 21 20 2002 

  Previous Low  

House Sparrow 337 460 2018 

 
 

Table 2.  

Species seen in previous years that were not seen in 2024 but were seen in 2025 

Species Number Seen Year Last Seen 

Bufflehead 7 2023 

Prairie Falcon 1 2020 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 2 2023 

Mourning Dove 5 2022 

Snowy Owl 1 2021 

White-crowned Sparrow 2 2015 

Brewer’s Blackbird 2 2016 

Purple Finch 21 2023 

Common Redpoll 123 2023 

 

 



 

Top 10 Species by Number (2025)  

1.​ Canada Goose (23,615) 
2.​ Mallard (2,364) 
3.​ House Finch (664) 
4.​ Rock Dove (374 
5.​ House Sparrow (337) 

6.​ Black-billed Magpie (297) 
7.​ European Starling (247) 
8.​ Black-capped Chickadee (246) 
9.​ Northern Flicker (190) 
10.​Dark-eyed Junco (110) 

 
 
Table 3. Four-year history comparison of total number of birds 

SPECIES  Dec 21  
2025 

Dec 22  
2024 

Dec 17  
2023 

Dec 18 
2022 

Snow Goose  1 -  2  -  

Cackling Goose  42 2  8  -  

Ross’s Goose 1 NEW    

Canada Goose  23,815 10,744  18,183  6,621  

Gadwall  - -  10  -  

American Wigeon  - -  2  -  

Mallard  2,364 454  186  937  

Green-winged Teal  - -  -  6  

Shoveler  - 7  -  -  

Northern Shoveler  - 3  4  -  

Lesser Scaup - 7 4 - 

Bufflehead  7 - 8  4  

Long-tailed Duck - 1 - - 

Common Goldeneye  41 30  115 30  

Hooded Merganser - 2 1 - 

Common Merganser 16 37 28 13 

 



 

Ruddy Duck  - 2  -  -  

American Coot 2 1 2 5 

Great Blue Heron - - - 1 

Bald Eagle  37 14  10  35  

Golden Eagle - - 1 1 

Merlin 1 8 3 4 

Prairie Falcon 1 - - - 

Osprey  1 -  - 1 NEW  

Northern Harrier 1 - - - 

American Kestrel  1 -  -  -  

Red-tailed Hawk  1 1  1  -  

Rough-legged Hawk  2 1 1  2  

Sharp-shinned Hawk  - 3  -  -  

Gray Partridge  63 34  24  28  

Ring-necked Pheasant  69 51  57  44  

Sharp-tailed Grouse  2 -  1  8  

Rock Dove (Pigeon)  374 274  481  194  

Eurasian Collared-dove  69 75  182  220  

Mourning Dove  5 -  -  3  

Great Horned Owl  - -  2  1  

Snowy Owl  1 -  -  -  

Eastern Screech-Owl  CW CW  1  -  

 
 

 



 

Belted Kingfisher  - 2  2  1  

Downy Woodpecker  32 39  42  32  

Hairy Woodpecker  1 3  11  7  

Northern Flicker  190 138  142  103  

Horned Lark  1 688  12  80  

Blue Jay  51 62  69  35  

Black-billed Magpie  297 339  399  289  

American Crow  33 39  18  12  

Common Raven  12 16  19  14  

Black-capped Chickadee  246 272  214  246  

Red-breasted Nuthatch  45 94  73  42  

White-breasted Nuthatch  - 2  4  4  

Brown Creeper  - 9  1  4  

Townsend’s Solitaire  - -  6  -  

American Robin  23 1  2  115  

Bohemian Waxwing  - -  5  50  

Cedar Waxwing  2 3  -  2  

European Starling  247 107  659  818  

Northern Shrike  2 4  1  1  

American Tree Sparrow  10 20  28  8  

Harris’s Sparrow  - -  -  1  

White-throated Sparrow  - -  -  6  

Song Sparrow  1 2  -  1  

White-crowned Sparrow 2 - - - 

Dark-eyed Junco  110 57  77  93  

 



 

Pine Siskin  13 40  1  -  

Snow Bunting  1 250  -  83  

Brewer’s Blackbird 2 - - - 

Common Grackle  4 4  4  1  

Red-winged Blackbird  - -  -  4  

Western Meadowlark  - 1  -  1  

Common Redpoll  123 -  30  19  

Hoary Redpoll  - -  -  -  

Pine Grosbeak  - -  92  -  

Purple Finch  21 -  1  -  

House Finch  664 701  544  382  

House Sparrow  337 578  852  649  

Varied Thrush  - -  -  1  

CW1- Indicates species seen during count week but not on count day and are not included in Total 
Species or Total Individual Birds. 

Table 4. Four-year comparison of weather and count effort  

Count Statistics 

 Dec 21  
2025 

Dec 22 
2024 

Dec 17  
2023 

Dec 18  
2022 

Long 
Term 

Average 

TOTAL SPECIES  51 47  52  51  47 

TOTAL  
INDIVIDUALS 

29,397 15,222  22,625  11,263  15,281 

Territory  
Participants 

48 49  43  42  37 

Walking hours  37.5 46.5  52.0  36.0 44.4 

 



 

 
Walking km 

 
95.0 

 
108.0 

 
105.0 

 
76.0  

 
84.8 

Driving Hours 
 
Driving km 

37.5 
 

590.0 

44.0 
 

626.0 

41.5 
 

569.0 

39.5 
 

551.0 

32.1 
 

487.2 

Feeder Hours 36.5 18.0 16.0 32.0 29.8 

Temp oC  
min/max 

-17/-3 -5/3 -8/2 -33/-22 -12/-3 

Snow Cover 0-4 cm 4-30 cm 0 cm 10-20 cm 4-11 cm 

Weather - Sky Overcast Cloudy to 
Foggy 

Partly 
Cloudy 

Overcast with
Sun Breaks + 

Periods of 
Light Snow 

N/A 

*Feeder Watchers Only participants started in 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

FIELD PARTICIPANTS:  

Barry Anderson 

Judy Anderson 
Dee Armstrong 
Hugh Armstrong 
Jessie Bainbridge 
Chris Brown 
Erika Derman 
Marty Drut 
Ken Feser 
John Furber 
Tonia Furber 
Corlaine Gardner 
Rob Gardner 
Kathy Gonnet 
Lauren Hider 
Jon Higgins 
Sue Higgins 
Dale Holmes 
Annalora Horch 
Phil Horch 
Hannah Lahey 
Ian Langill  
Laura Madden 
Evan Mason 
 

 
 
Genevieve Mathieu 
Bruce McLeod 
Jackie Middleton 
Connie Munro 
Lakyia Munro 
Mike Patriquin 
Colton Prins 
Jo-Anne Reynolds 
Jennifer Roberts 
Sandi Robertson 
Dan Schiebelbein 
Mark Schiebelbein 
Alli Scott 
Nancy Scott 
John Slater 
Elaine Spitzer 
Milt Spitzer 
Donna Steele 
Paul Thibeault 
Angela Turner 
Ian Turner 
Robert Wapple 
Carol Wickenheiser 
Christy Wickenheiser 

FEEDER WATCHERS:  
 
Amanda Baxter-Fix 
Ed Fredeen 
Judy Fredeen 
Keith Gerrard 
Lisa Holmes 
Gordon Meyers 
Michele Michalopoulos 
Jim Nolan 
Wendy Nolan 
Graham Pahl 
Susan Pahl 
Lorrie Sielski 
Blaine Whitford 
Sandra Wilson 

 

 


