
GN Issues Committee 2013 Report to the AGM March 25, 2014 
 

The committee met on six occasions during the year; Jan 12, Feb 27, April 15, May 28, June 20, Nov 
16. In addition, we attended an information session in Duchess on April 15 concerning the U of A’s 
grasslands program at the Matthias Range on Hwy 36 north of Hwy 1; and two public meetings in 
Manyberries on the Greater Sage-Grouse Amended Recovery Strategy on June 25 and Dec 12. Also, 
the Stakeholders/Public Consultation sessions concerning the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 
(SSRP) were attended on Nov 26, with a prior special Issues Committee meeting on Nov 16 to 
formulate the GN’s response to the SSRP.  
 
On April 20, a presentation on Tiny Cryptanthe as well as field outing concerning Baby’s Breath was 
held at Police Point Park. May 6 to 14, we participated in the Baby’s Breath removal project in the 
Ranchlands Environmental Reserve and on June 6, we removed Leafy Spurge from the Reserve as 
well as 4 days removing Leafy Spurge from in Police Point Park and East Ross Glen. This was 
followed on Sept 17, by a field trip in the Ranchlands Environmental Reserve to assess the results of 
removing the invasive plants Baby’s Breath in May and Leafy Surge in June as well as to view late-
blooming wildflowers and First Nation artifacts.  
 
MLA Blake Pedersen was visited on Jan 17 to inform him of the importance of the SE Alberta area 
for protection of the sage grouse, Sprague’s Pipit, pronghorn and other endangered species.  
 
The core members of the Issues Committee were:  Martha Munz Gue, Marty Drut, Hugh Armstrong, 
and John Slater. Occasionally, Dave McKenzie, Bill Knibbs, Tina Regehr and others attended. At the 
June 20 meeting, subcommittees on specific issues were arranged and leaders selected. In addition 
to meetings and visits, communication was also by email and occasionally by phone. 
 
After discussing an issue in committee, one or more of three actions were taken.  We made 
recommendations for the Executive to discuss and carry out; we made appointments with MLAs 
and/or MP to discuss the issues with them; and/or we wrote a letter which was signed by/for the 
President of the GN and sent to the appropriate Minister responsible for the issue at hand.   
  
The priority issues that were discussed included: 
 

1. Endangered Species and their habitat: 
a. Suffield Base National Wildlife Area: Wrote thank you letter to Minister of Environment 

for upholding the protection of the area from further oil & gas development. 
b.  Greater Sage Grouse and silver sagebrush in SE Alberta:  Wrote to Minister of 

Environment concerning protection of species and preservation of habitat. Reviewed 
Amended Sage-grouse Recovery Strategy 2013. Federal Government applied Sage-
Grouse Protection Emergency Order to SE Alberta and SW Saskatchewan. 

c. PFRA Land at Onefour Research Station: Being phased out. Wrote letter recommending 
that the Station be designated as Sage-Grouse National Wildlife Refuge. 

d. Tiny Cryptanthe in the Ranchlands Environmental Reserve: to protect the area and help 
with the recovery of TC, we participated in the removal of the invasive plants Baby’s 
Breath and Leafy Spurge.    

 
2. Invasive Species:   

a. Baby's Breath: Besides the Ranchlands Environmental Reserve, the Baby’s Breath field 
project initiated the previous year in Police Point Park was continued to determine a 
method to eliminate the invasive plant. 



b. Leafy Spurge: Removal of this invasive plant in Police Point Park was initiated, but this 
was short lived due to the June flood, which will likely cause further spreading of the 
plant. Leafy Spurge was also removed from the Ranchlands Reserve as well as a patch in 
East Ross Glen.  

c. Wormwood Sage and Dame’s Rocket: Removal of these invasive plants from the Park 
was also initiated.   

 
3. Headwaters and Riparian Areas along the River and Creeks:   

a. Protection of the headwaters in Cypress Hills and Rocky Mountains and the riparian 
areas along the River and Creeks is particularly important to provide wildlife habitat 
and mitigate flooding as evident by the devastation caused during the June flood.  

b. The design and placement of berms and flood control infrastructure is now being 
undertaken by the City.  

 
4. Water Quality and Conservation: 

a. Our personal health as well as that of wildlife is dependent on the quality of our 
drinking water. Therefore, care and conservation of our water should be foremost in 
our daily life.  

c. World Water Day March 22 during Canada Water Week was celebrated by a display at 
the Public Library and College Library of relevant material. A tour was also conducted 
the City Water Treatment Plant. 

 
 
Other issues included discussion of pesticides affecting honey bees; reducing use of plastic bags & 
bottles; alternative transportation; renewable energy such as wind & solar power; tree wrapping; 
highway 41 upgrade; and conservation. 
 
 
Possibilities for future work of the Issues Committee: 
 
  Take field trips to endangered spaces.  e.g.  Ranchlands, SE Alberta, creek sides.   

Establish a regular communication with the Mayor, aldermen and City Departments. 
Take turns attending the UERAB meetings (Third Wednesday at 4 pm), Request that 
UERAB establish two standing committees: 1. Healthy riparian areas, 2. Healthy 
urban prairie coulees and grasslands (including Ranchlands). 
Continue collaboration with SEAWA and Unisphere concerning water management 
and Alberta Land Use Framework affecting the South Saskatchewan River Basin and 
surrounding SE Alberta area.  

 
 
The committee looks forward to input and participation by other GN members concerning these 
and other issues. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
John Slater; Chair of the Issues Committee 


