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The year since the last GN AGM started with a successful all-party forum on environment and social 

issues.in preparation for the federal elections. The forum was cosponsored by Unisphere and GN and 

interested citizens, and moderated by David Gue. 

 

The Issues Committee met occasionally to discuss specific issues. Representatives of the Issues 

Committee also met with our MLAs and MP several times. We also attended public meetings and open 

house presentations regarding city and regional municipal planning.  

 

Greater Sage Grouse:  Marty Drut is GN expert on this issue.  He attended the Sage Grouse summit in 

Calgary in September 2011. The summit was attended by researchers and NGOs who are alarmed at the 

potential extirpation of the Sage Grouse from Alberta. The Sage Grouse Recovery Plan 2005-2010 has 

been examined and found wanting. Revisions are expected. But action is not so certain. Rob Gardner has 

lead outings to sage grouse habitat to mark fence lines in the hopes that the remaining birds will not fly 

into fences.  

 

Tiny Cryptanthe: Ron Linowski is appointed as GN rep on t.c. recovery team. Parkview Drive 

extension is implicated in the area that is reserved for tiny criyptanthe recovery. 

  

Tax Recovery Land Transfers: This involves the return from the Alberta Government to the 

municipalities of Vulcan and Taber of 130 square miles of native grasslands, which is much larger than 

that involved in "Patatogate". 

 

“Potatogate”: Several meetings and a field trip were held to ascertain GN response to the province’s 

interest in selling 16,000 acres of Crown grasslands for irrigated agriculture of potatoes. Letters 

were written to the premier and MLAs by GN and other landowners and potato farmers against 

the sale. When the newly elected premier withdrew the RFP for tender, another letter was written 

congratulating them for their decision. 

 

Other:  I’m wondering if we want to reactivate two ad hoc committees:  

     Bikes for Personal and Planetary Health   

     Citizens Water Study Group. 

 

If there are three people interested in each, it seems that these are “evergreen” issues. The 

existing SEAWA and CAAT didn’t exist when we started those ad hoc committees. Perhaps 

those committees had something to do with where we are now with SEAWA and CAAT. I think 

both those organizations need continued support and input from the point of view of GN:  ie. 

survival of the species and the air, water and ground that supports them. 

 



 
NOTES 

 

Tiny Crytanthe.  John, Martha and granddaughters , Tina and son, Ron, Cathy, and Mayor Bucher have 

had walks on the environmental reserve that is awaiting word from the province or federal species at risk 

people. Babies Breath is invading the area. On the first visit to the area there was none.  Now there is a 

lot. Does the city have a plan to deal with baby’s breath and other invasives?   

 

A detailed report of the t.c. commissioned by the city and written by Dr.               is available on the city 

website. Ron Linowski is the GN rep on the Tiny Cryptanthe recovery team.  Ron was asked to update 

the club. Ron responded that he “could give a short presentation about the recovery team report and some 

impressions at either the general meeting, next month’s (second Tuesday) Executive meeting or Special 

meeting if you wish. I do have a draft copy of the report I could share.”    Ron 
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In 2007 the area that is an environmental reserve was visited by Darcy C. Henderson, PhD, Grassland 

Ecologist Chair, Prairie Plant Species at Risk Recovery Team Environment Canada, Prairie & Northern 

Wildlife Research Centre, 115 Perimeter Road, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, S7N 0X4, (306) 975-

4291 phone (306) 975-4089 fax, darcy.henderson@ec.gc.ca 

http://www.mb.ec.gc.ca/nature/whp/nwa/lml/df09s12.en.html 

Ian Hakes is on the Tiny Cryptanthe recovery team run by Alberta Environment and is the 

environmental advisor for the City of MH.  Here is what he says about the recent Parkview drive 

extension:   "The Parkview Drive extension has been approved by the Federal Government, and we have 

sterilized Ranchlands residential subdivisions 2F & 2G until the species is no longer listed as protected 

or endangered.  The decline in the number of plants in Ranchlands isn't an issue.  Cathy has it right." 

  

(Cathy Linowski assured us when she spoke at our GN meeting that they'll probably come back after a 

couple of dry years and then another wet spring like we had this year.) 

  

When I asked Ian to clarify what he meant by "sterilized," he said:  "Means other than the road, we won't 

develop the land. The road is being completed this summer, but the rest of the land is staying the way it 

is." 

  

 

SAGE GROUSE.  The sage grouse is seriously hurting.  More needs to be done to improve their 

habitat. There are more species at risk here in SE Alberta than elsewhere in Alberta and even Canada.   

We ask that our elected representatives use the power of their positions to address this distressing 

trend. 
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*Look at the Sage Grouse Recovery Plan. Are there ways to fund the recommended actions?  

Perhaps money could be redirected from surface rights and from pheasant programs.  

 

*Look at Land Use Framework for South Saskatchewan (River) region (the “Saamis reach”) - 

define better what is meant by creating a conservation area. Be sure that it protects habitat for 

species at risk, and maintains the rich herbaceous mix of native grasslands and healthy riparian 

areas. 

 

*  Maintain the economic viability of ranching in the area by maintaining prairie intermix of 

plant species, wildlife and wildflower tourism could be an alternative income source for rural 

areas in SE Alberta - therefore protection of species at risk and prairie habitat needs to be a 

priority. Monetary incentives need to be created for ranching that improves habitat for wildlife. 

 

* Fragmentation of habitat from development seriously affects the sage grouse. It seems that 

oil companies are willing to take on the extra burden of sage grouse with some guidance as to 

what needs to be done. 

 

Plant Studies. A Saturday morning plant studies group, coordinated by Cathy Linowski is well attended. 

In 2007 GN tried to start a plant studies group. We are so happy that Cathy has figured out a way.  

  

 


