Report to the Grassland Naturalists Annual General Meeting
2013 Summary of the Carol Porter Bluebird Trail Operations and Results

The majority of boxes contained within the Carol Porter Bluebird Trail are located along the Eagle Butte
Road from township road 94 at the north end southward to the Wildcat Road. In addition some boxes
are located along the Jackpot, Wildcat and Ranchville Roads. This trail has been continuously operated
since 1989 with minor changes in numbers and locations of boxes taking place during this period. In
2013 ninety-two boxes were operated over a 56 kilometer reach.

During the period April through August the boxes are visited and serviced weekly by a devoted group of
volunteers (most of whom are not GN members) who service the boxes, affect any repairs required,
count and record the eggs, hatchlings and fledglings. They also clean out the boxes as required. In 2013
this great group of volunteers included:

Lorraine and Randy Stotz

Peggy and Mike Hansen

Ann and Dennis Hall

Ennyd and Cled Jones

Phyllis and Ross Strobel

Beth and Ted Turner

Ric Carrier

Carol and Brian Lowery

Dee and Brent Cowan

Jim and JoAnne MacFarlane

Terry and Pam Whitfield

Again we extend special thanks to Ben Velner who has so graciously donated his time and materials in
the construction of replacement boxes.

In 2013 the Mountain Bluebirds nested successfully 43 times while Tree Swallows were successful on
64 occasions (total of successful nests exceeds number of boxes as a number of pairs produce two
broods or a box is used a second time by a different pair.) A total of 220 Mountain Bluebirds were
fledged in 2013 as compared to 230 in 2012. Tree Swallow fledglings increased to 365 from 304 in
2012 and 287 in 2011. This slight drop in successful fledglings can be attributed to a nest box being
stolen during the height of the breeding season and due to the predation of 17 eggs.

The Tree Swallow success over the past few years can be attributed to their later nesting period.
Because of the bad spring weather in 2011 and 2010 they began their nesting at the same time as the
Bluebirds (normally Bluebirds begin earlier in the spring) and thus were able to out compete the
Bluebirds at a number of sites limiting Bluebird breeding success. With the greater numbers of Tree
Swallows, competition for boxes is more fierce; this coming year, to promote success of Bluebird
breeding, we will again be pairing more boxes in the hopes that the two species will be able to breed
side by side in relative peace. Predator protection will also be installed at a number of boxes.

If you wish more details concerning the historical breeding numbers I will be glad to provide the table
upon request. Contact me at (403) 528-3120 or email at milton.spitzer@gmail.com .

Milton Spitzer
Carol Porter Bluebird Trail, Operator
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