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South East Alberta Watershed Alliance (SEAWA).

I have completed my first term as public representative on the board of SEAWA. Rob Gardner represents
NGO sector on the multi-sector board. The AGM for SEAWA is on March 31 at 1 pm in the Courtyard room
of Medicine Hat College. Everyone is welcome. Nominations can be made at the AGM up to the beginning of
the meeting. Continued vacancies on the board include representatives from the aboriginal community and
from the energy sector. Board positions are for two years, renewable twice for a total of 6 years. Several
positions are up for renewal. Persons wishing to have their name stand for the SEAWA board can obtain a
nomination form from the SEAWA website, or drop by the office on Allowance Avenue.

Phase One of SEAWA mandate was to complete a “State of the Watershed” report. Phase Two was to seek
out more support from local organizations, municipalities, and from stewardship groups. SEAWA just
submitted the plan for Phase Three, which will focus on Water Quality, starting this year with surface water
guality, after which ground water quality will be investigated. .

The planned three day canoe trip was upstaged by the 2013 flood of the century and so was canceled

Last fall SEAWA partnered with the Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River for a Watershed Conference.
Currently, SEAWA employs three part time specialists: the Executive Director, the Communications
Coordinator, and a technician. This year has been a “watershed year” as the organization regrouped after the
death of our Executive Director, Bob Phillips, on the eve of the fall conference. A scholarship in his memory
has been established at Medicine Hat College. The office was moved from his home to the office on
Allowance Avenue, and staff grappled with the resulting reorganization of affairs. The part time interim
executive director, Maggie Romuld has done a marvelous job of guiding the ship, but leaves the position at the
end of July. So after the AGM, the search will begin for a new Executive Director.

World Water Day Displays at the Public Library, College Libraries, and the libraries of the Shortgrass
Library System. Unisphere, SEAWA and the Libraries partnered to set up displays of library holdings as
well as literature from many organizations that have an interest in water: Trout Unlimited, Ducks Unlimited,
“Living by Water”, Yellow Fish Road, “Cows and Fish” Riparian Management Society, Council of Canadians,
KAIROS, SEAWA etc. The displays are up for the last two weeks of March and hopefully will be an annual
event led by SEAWA. The movie, “Blue Gold” will be shown at 7 pm March 26 at the Public Library.



