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2013 and the Water Came Close

Many people in Medicine Hat will think of 2013 as the year of the biggest flood that we can
remember. A trusty energetic group of volunteers, including a family from Switzerland,
helped prepare the Centre. Books and artifacts were packed up and hauled to hi gher storage.
Other things were piled on tables and counters. Floor drains were plugged. And the whole
centre was wrapped in plastic and sand. The water did not reach the Nature Centre, but it came
close. The Park was closed and the power was off for a couple weeks, but the Interpretive
Program carried on with off site programs.

The flood across much of the Park illustrated the importance and resiliency of natural flood
plains. Prairie rivers ebb and flow with the seasons and need space to spread out. Police Point
Park was very wet, and the trails were covered in silt, but the vegetation has thrived. Cleaning
trails is so much better than having people’s homes inundated. The Parks and Recreation
Department was prompt in getting as much of the Park as possible open quickly, saying that
when people are in stressful situations, they NEED trails and parks to recuperate.

Finances and Staffing

The Interpretive Program is very successful and the Grasslands Naturalist should be proud to
manage it. The contract with the City is to manage the Nature Centre and provide interpretive
programming in Police Point Park and in other places. Citizens who understand and appreciate
their heritage and the natural world around them, are happier, healthier, and more involved in
their community. The contract provides just over half the budget for all the things that we do.

Financing the high quality, well researched, interactive, and inspiring events and exhibits is an

ongoing challenge. The Interpretive Program and its management committee welcome the
establishment of the Grasslands Naturalists Fund Raising Committee!
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Some funding comes from paid programming, mostly the curriculum bases school programs,
but also community groups who book and pay for private programs.

Donations and sponsorships are important. Special events such as the Hayride, Family Day,
and Easter Celebrations are helped along by the Lions Club, the Kiwanis Club of Medicine
Hat, and the Kinsmen. We are actively seeking more sponsorships.

Cooperation with other community groups allows the further development of exhibits and
events that truly reflect Medicine Hat. These community groups are also a wonderful source of
volunteers.

Year round staff include Chief Interpreter Corlaine Gardner, and Park Interpreters Marty Drut
and Valerie Martins. Part time staff include Dakota Buck, Rhea Wilson, and Arne Handley. All
are dedicated and highly motivated interpreters.

Programming

The Interpretive Program provides year round events, information, and exhibits.

We scheduled a variety of public programs and took part in offsite events such as Spectrum
and Canada Day. Over 13,000 people took part in these programs!

School groups and community groups book our curriculum and other programs and use our
equipment. There were over 400 groups, totally more than 8000 young people.

We are regarded as a source of reliable information and we responded to more than 2000
phone calls.

All in all, we contacted between 33,000 and 40,000 people! If you would like to understand
this wide spread, just ask.

The Interpretive Program continues to offer innovative new programs, and the popular
traditional ones. Ideas and help are always welcome.
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