Carol Porter Bluebird Trail
2011 Operations and Results

The Carol Porter Bluebird Trail has been continuously operated since 1989. It is primarily
located along the Eagle Butte Road, starting at Tp. Rd. 94 southward to the Wildcat Road. There
are also some boxes along the Jackpot and Wildcat Roads as well as on Ranchville Road. In
2011 the trail was comprised of 87 boxes stretched over a reach of 53 kilometers.

During the Mountain Bluebird Breeding Season, April to August, these boxes are visited weekly
by a dedicated group of volunteers who, service the boxes, effect required repairs, count the
eggs, hatchlings and fledglings and who clean out the boxes as required. The results are
reported weekly and are compiled accordingly. In 2011 the dedicated group of volunteers
included: Lorraine and Randy Stotz, Peggy and Mike Hansen, Ann and Dennis Hall, Mel Bender,
Ennyd and Cled Jones, Phyllis and Ross Stobel, Beth and Ted Strobel, Beth and Ted Turner, Ric
Carrier, Donna Steele, Sue Higgins, Carol and Brian Lowery, Dee and Brent Cowan and Jim
MacFarlane. It is through their dedication that the bluebird breeding has been so successful in
the area. Also special thanks are due to Ben Velner who constructed, and continues to
construct, replacement bluebird boxes.

In 2011 there were 43 Mountain Bluebird Nests and 57 Tree Swallow nests (the total exceeds
the number of boxes as often there are 2d brood successful nestings). In all 185 Mountain
Bluebirds were successfully fledged with an additional 287 successful Tree Swallows fledged.
The bluebird total of 185 is the lowest since 2002; this in spite of a spring and early summer
season that wasn'’t plagued by wet snowstorm events. However the spring season started very
late due to the large accumulations of snow over the winter. Therefore the bluebird breeding
season started late and thus a large population of Tree Swallows were already present
competing for, and in some cases out competing for, the available nest boxes.
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