GN Birder’s Guide Project

Purpose — To build awareness of and develop appreciation for the grasslands region avian
population and promote the grasslands as an eco-tourism destination.

Background — Many areas of the world provide visitors with publications and facilities that
promote and generate interest and activity in their natural history. In particular there are many
regions of North America and beyond that have developed birding trails and offer birder’s
guides to particular regions (e.g. “Birder’s guide to Southeastern Arizona” and six different
birding trails throughout the state of Florida). These resources have attracted thousands of
nature-lovers to these areas creating an eco-tourism economy of some significance and at the
same time nurtured a movement to increase the development of protected areas because
these areas have become known and appreciated. Southeastern Alberta has much to offer the
nature lover including birders and it is gradually becoming increasingly known as an area of the
country that offers rich birding experiences. Most recently two well known North American
birders almost broke Canada’s big day record by birding Alberta. Much of their effort was
conducted in parts of southern Alberta and received wide publicity. Also, two different eco-
tourism companies (both birding ones) have scheduled tours in Southeastern Alberta this spring
and summer. In spite of these things, much of our natural history is still relatively unknown and
under-appreciated. Some of GN’s birders have decided to undertake a project which will make
the discovery and knowledge of our area much more accessible and attractive.

The Project — A group of GN birders have decided to undertake a significant multi-year project
to develop the following:

1. Update the current Checklist of Birds For Southeastern Alberta

2. Develop one or possibly two birding trails for southeastern Alberta with trip guide
publications and promote the provision of facilities at key destination points.

3. Develop and print a Birder’s Guide To Southeastern Alberta

While this is an ambitious program, it has been successfully done in other areas of the country.
The Calgary Field Naturalists have produced a Birder’s Guide to the Calgary area and The
Manitoba Naturalists have produced a Birder’s Guide to Southern Manitoba. Our club is too
small to undertake funding for such projects but can support it as a club project. The volunteers
involved are prepared to secure funding for these projects from outside sources. An initial
contact has been made with the Canadian Badlands organization and a meeting is taking place
with their board on June 7 which will solicit the support of this organization. Assuming the
successful completion of any or all three of these projects, we would hope to give GN and the
Medicine Hat Interpretive Program the credit and attention by attaching its name to the
finished products.
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