
2014  - Interpretive Program  Continues to Inspire
The Interpretive Program had another very successful year in 2014. Our mandate is to interpret 
the heritage of the prairies. This includes the natural and human history of our region, as you 
cannot really separate the two. The way that the landscape is used, and settlement develops, 
depends upon the natural environment and resources available. One of our messages is that a 
healthy environment is essential to a healthy social community and a healthy economy. 

We also take very seriously our role in promoting personal health. Fresh air, activity in the 
outdoors, and finding connection with natural spaces promotes improved health for individuals 
and communities. Children learn better with regular exposure to green spaces, and natural 
ecosystems. Adults who develop and maintain their outdoor connections benefit with lower 
blood pressure, happier attitudes, and reduced incidence of diabetes and other diseases.

The Interpretive Program has developed a reputation for high quality events and exhibits. People 
rely on us for honest answers and information. Teachers and community leaders turn to us for 
expertise and assistance. For example, in 2014 teachers booked our services for 311 curriculum 
based programs. Community groups booked an additional 62 programs. Other teachers and 
leaders, in consultation with us, led their own groups for snowshoeing or other activities. 

Forty five public programs, participation in many community groups, and providing space for 
gatherings and activities has contributed to another successful year.

Our total contact number includes visitors to the Nature Centre, answering questions on the 
phone, working with schools and community groups, and events both in the Park and elsewhere. 
That total, for 2014, was 37,044.

Our success comes at a price. We continue to struggle to find the money to allow us to continue 
offering this high quality programming. The GN fund raising committee is working towards 
helping with funding, but that is a challenge. We have, in the past, found subsidies for students or 
recent graduates, but these applications take a lot of work to prepare, and are not automatically 
approved. They also are temporary and do not build long term employees. And the subsidies  
only cover a portion of the salary. We have, over the years, found project money to develop 
exhibits and events that we can re-use. But while re-using exhibits is efficient, it still costs money 
but is not eligible for new project funding. 

In 2015, we are going to have to run a lean program, while continuing to present our wide range 
of programming. With economic challenges in the wider community, there are few grants or 
sponsorships available. One way that Grasslands Naturalists could help, besides with money, is 
to establish a regular schedule of volunteers. That is a goal for this year.

Overall, I would like to emphasize that the Grasslands Naturalists should be very proud of the 
important aspect of environmental understanding and appreciation that they are providing by 
managing the Interpretive Program.
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