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January 27, 2026 Pizza Parlay 

6:30 PM at the Kiwanis Centre 
 

We meet again for our biennial Pizza Parlay to share our thoughts 
about GN’s vision and mission.   Bring your ideas for field trips, 
programs and whatever else you would like to do with our club. 
 

Pizza and Paper plates will be provided; just bring your own cup for 
refreshments! 

Christmas Bird Count Potluck Dinner (photos by M. Booyens) 



 President      Sheila McLeod 
Vice-President       
Secretary      Angela Turner    
Treasurer                 Paul Thibault           
 Past-President       Phil Horch 
     
Directors at 
Large             Melanie Barnett 
         Margie Booyens            
        Ian Turner 

 

 

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by 
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and 
artwork are welcomed but may be edited for 
publication. Deadline: the 10th of each month. If you 
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is 
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to: 
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  (403-528-3120). Do not imbed 
photos in articles but do send them separately. 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study, 
conservation and protection of all components of the natural 
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists 
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as stewards 
of the environment, discusses environmental topics and 
organizes member activities.  The Society also manages the 
Medicine Hat Interpretive Program. 
 
General Meetings: 4th Tuesday, Sept. to May Board 
Meetings: 1st Wednesday Sept. to June at 4:00 PM in the 
Chamber of Commerce Board Room downtown. 
 
To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible 
donation, write:  
 
Grasslands Naturalists 
Box 2491 
Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8 
Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225 
Annual Membership Dues:  Angela Turner 
Individuals $20 
Families  $25 
Organizations $25 
 
Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program 
are another great way to support local nature and nature 
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands 
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or 
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of 
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be 
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles. 
 

GN Website:  
www.grasslands-naturalists.org 
GN Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/ 
For a Zoom link to any of the monthly presentations: 
infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org  
 

MH Interpretive Program 
(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists) 
Based in Police Point Park (PP Park)  

www.natureline.info 
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225 

Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark 
The Nature Centre is open year round from: 

 9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday 
Sunday January 18th, 2:00-3:30 PM 
Propagating Prairie Plants:  Come down to the 
Nature Centre to learn how to grow your own 
prairie plants with this introduction to seed 
collecting and saving, stratification and other 
forms of propagation in partnership with 
Community Food Connections Association (CFCA).  
Registration is required; $5 per person; must pay 
in advance.  Age 14+ recommended. 
Wednesday January 21st, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Ice Breaker: Meet at the Nature Centre for a free 
walk to the point in PP Park.  This walk will be 
discussing the annual freezing of the river and its 
relation to watershed health!  Over time, aquatic 
and riparian habitats  are affected by the cooling, 
initial freeze-up and ice cover. In collaboration 
with Grasslands Naturalists and made possible 
thanks to The Land Stewardship Centre. 
January 24th- February 25th Winter Story Walk 
® Join us for another season of the Story Walk in 
PP Park.  Don’t forget to stop in the Nature Centre 
when you are finished to get a token to take to the 
library for a prize. 
Thursday January 29th, Drop-in from 11 AM-2 
PM Family Letter boxing:  Join us for this free 
family adventure to explore the park through letter 
boxing/scavenger hunt.  There will be a shorter 
course for families with young children, and a more 
adventurous route for families with older children.  
Use  your knowledge of the park, you will need 
simple map reading skills, and a creative mind to 
work out the riddles to find the clue to the nest 
letterbox. 
 

Wednesday February 4th, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Wintering Fishes: Come down to the Nature 
Centre for a free nature walk all about wintering 
fishes. We will learn the details of the different 
aquatic species and the behaviours they exhibit in 
response to the freezing cold temperatures in the 
South Saskatchewan River. We look forward to 
seeing you there! (collaboration as in Ice Breaker). 
 

mailto:milton.spitzer@gmail.com
http://www.grasslands-naturalists.org/
http://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
mailto:infozoom@grasslands-naturlists.org
http://www.natureline.info/


Members’ Corner 
 
Note:  Space was limited so not all the programs the Nature Centre is running this month were included 
on the previous page.  For more information contact the Nature Centre: 403-529-6225. 

 

2026 GN Membership Renewal 
It’s not too soon to think about renewing your 2026 GN Membership.  To this end membership application 
forms are at the end of this issue of the Chronicle and details regarding membership dues are on the second 
page of this Chronicle. 

 

                                                                              PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It’s a bright sunny day... a good day for a meal and conversation with friends.  

And I hope GN’s gathering at 6:30 PM on the 27th at the Kiwanis Center will be a good time for a meal and 
conversation with friends too. That’s when we GN members will gather to enjoy pizza and have table 
conversations about our Grasslands Naturalists Society, what it is accomplishing and what we want it to 
accomplish in 2026 and beyond. So please come for the food and fellowship. 

In combination with the discussions we had about GN at the first Pizza Parlay in January 2024 the board issued 
a survey to solicit members’ opinion, completed by 29 members. Perhaps reviewing the responses to that 
survey and comparing them with what is happening in GN now may help us understand how well the society is 
moving toward achieving its objectives in ways that meet members’ expectations. 

Copies of the survey results will be available at the Nature Center, Police Point Park, beginning January 14th. 
Please feel free to pick up a copy. 

Best wishes for an active winter. It will be a pleasure to gather with all of you on the 27th at the Kiwanis Center 
for the Pizza Parlay. 

Sheila McLeod, GN President 

 
Prelininary Results from the Christmas Bird Counts Conducted in the Medicine Hat Region 

 
Medicine Hat Bird Count: 
All the results have as yet not been reported nor tabulated.  However some interesting species were observed 
during this count.  Species that are noteworthy include: Ross’s Goose ( a first for the count), Snow Goose (1), 
Osprey (1), Northern Harrier (1),  American Kestrel (1), Prairie Falcon (1), Snowy Owl (1), Cackling Geese (42), 
Bald Eagles (37) a possible new high; and Purple Finch (21) also possibly a new high.  Species not seen included 
White-breasted Nuthatch and Brown Creeper. 
 
Cypress Hills/Elkwater Count: 
Four observers in two parties conducted this count and a total of 14 species were observed.  Highlight species 
included: 43 Sharp-tailed Grouse, 100 Bohemian Waxwings, 1 American Robin, 12 Redpolls, 4 Rough-legged 
Hawks and 10 Snow Buntings. 
 
Manyberries Count: 
Three observers in one vehicle covered the count circle on December 19. A total of 13 species were observed.  
Highlights included: 38 Ring-necked Pheasants, 34 Gray Partridges, 35 Sharp-tailed Grouse, 1 Merlin, 5 Great 
Horned Owls and one Northern Shrike observed at the northern edge of the circle as we departed for home.  A 
big miss was Snow Buntings which on past counts often numbered in the thousands. 

 



GN Wednesday Nature Walks 
Given the variable winter weather and trail conditions, the GN Wednesday Nature Walks in January and 
February will take place in Police Point Park. We will start 10 AM at the Nature Centre to view the MHIP Display 
and enjoy warm up exercises. If the weather is suitable, we will venture out into the Park to take Discovery 
Nature Walks, so wear adequate clothing and footwear. And if there is sufficient snow, xc skiing could also be 
enjoyed by some participants, so bring your own equipment. Further information on the new xc ski trails in the 
Park was given in the December Chronicle on pages 7 and 8. 
 
Interested in attending winter nature walks and other events that feature local information from your 
community? We have continuation of the collaborative series between the Grasslands Naturalists and MH 
Interpretive Program for nature walks about our environment titled 'Watershed Wednesdays' where we 
explore further features of the South Saskatchewan River watershed in winter (these walks take the place of 
the usual Wednesday walks and everyone is welcome), There are two more events made possible in part 
thanks to the Land Stewardship Centre of Canada!  
 
The Grasslands Naturalists and MH Interpretive Program have been out exploring the South Saskatchewan 
River Watershed! If you are interested in seeing bald eagles, frozen creeks, winter wildlife, and more, please 
join us on our upcoming nature walks in January and February! This 'Watershed Wednesdays' series aims to 
promote our natural environment and watershed while enjoying a sense of community and collaboration. The 
next two walks will be on January 21st and February 4th from 11 am - 12 pm. We hope to see you! This 
Watershed Wednesday series is made possible in part thanks to the Land Stewardship Centre of Canada! 

For any questions, call MHIP at 403-529-6225. GN members and the public are more than welcome to 
contribute knowledge and join us for the remainder of this exciting series!  

Wednesday January 21st: Watershed Wednesday Pt. 4: Ice 
Breaker: 11 AM – 12 PM. The world of river ice hosts a marvel 
of wildlife interactions. Join us on this guided walk along the 
frozen shore and observe the icy structures as we talk about 
how life adapts to the cold in Medicine Hat's dynamic river 
ecosystem. We will be meeting at the river access parking lot 
in Police Point Park at 11 AM for this free public program.  
 Wednesday, February 4th: Watershed Wednesday Pt. 5: 
Wintering Fishes: 11 AM – 12 PM. Curious about the secret 

lives of fishes under the river's ice? Join us on this guided walk 
as we learn about which fishes inhabit the South Saskatchewan 
River, how they adapt to the cold winter environment, and 
which fishes are most active at this time of year. From lake sturgeon, goldeye and burbot which winter fish is 
the coolest? We will be meeting at the Nature Centre in Police Point Park at 11 AM for this free public program. 
Feel free to stay and check out the new display in the Nature Centre titled "Prairie River" with a hot cup of tea 
available upon a $2 donation.  

GN Members and the public are more than welcome to contribute knowledge and join us for these two 
remaining events! As both walks take place outside, those interested are asked to dress for the weather, though 
no fee or registration is required to participate.  
 
Please check the GN Facebook announcements for information on further GN Nature Walks and any 
changes https://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/#   
Also, we encourage GN members to enjoy other weekly MHIP events, so check out the MHIP 
Website https://www.natureline.info/ and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/interpretiveprogram/ or 
Instagram  
at https://www.instagram.com/interpretiveprogram/  or phone the Nature Centre 403-529-6225 for 
information on their up to date weekly events. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GrasslandsNaturalists/
https://www.natureline.info/
https://www.facebook.com/interpretiveprogram
https://www.instagram.com/interpretiveprogram/


                                                      Exciting Sightings 
 This year winter weather was upon us well before the December 21st winter solstice. Although GN birders were 
busy with various Christmas Bird Counts, exciting sightings unrelated to the CBC counts were reported by local 
birders as documented below. 
 
Northern Shrike- This shrike species has a paler head and back, and barred under parts and is larger than the 
similar Loggerhead Shrike. Its black mask does not extend above the eye, and the feathers above the bill are 
white. The Northern Shrike has a longer bill with a distinct hook. The species often perches atop high trees on 
the lookout for prey. George Koopmans reported a Northern Shrike near the Trans Canada Bridge on January 
2nd.  Milt Spitzer and Bob Frew observed another Northern Shrike that landed atop a tall cottonwood tree 
dispersing a large flock of  waxwings ( waxwing species not determined) at Police Point Park on January 6th. 
 
Bald Eagle- Phil and Annalora Horch tallied a remarkable 15 Bald Eagles from a location at First Street SW 
overlooking the South Saskatchewan River on January 1st. The Eagles were probably attracted by the presence 
of numerous and vulnerable waterfowl on the open stretches of water. 
 
Owls- The abundance of prey in the area southwest of Medicine Hat/north of the hamlet of Seven Persons 
makes it a good location to look for owls. Dan Schiebelbein 
observed a Short-eared Owl along RGE Rd. 71, between 
TWP Rd 120/122 on January 3rd. Later that day Dan also 
tallied 4 (possibly 5) more Short-eared Owls as well as a 
Snowy Owl along HWY 523 south of Sauder Reservoir. 
Despite such local sightings there have been significant 
population declines of this iconic symbol of the arctic 
tundra.  
 
Snow Bunting- Usually encountered in fields, pastures 
and along roadsides in winter, this tundra breeder can be 
identified by its black and white wings. Dan Schiebelbein  
reported a flock of ~100 alongside HWY 523 on January 
3rd. 
 
Pine Grosbeak- This irruptive winter finch species was 
heard singing, (a short musical warble) by Phil Horch on 
January 1st at an overlook of the South Saskatchewan River 
at First Street SW. This is the first report of the species’ 
presence this winter. The male’s gray plumage is tipped 
with a pinkish red on  head back and underparts, with two 
white wing bars. 
 
Hooded Merganser- A splendid male, white patches are 
fan shaped and conspicuous when crest is raised. 
Observed by Bob Frew on the Bow River up stream from 
the Stoney Trail Bridge (HWY 201) in Calgary on January 
1st. 
 
Trumpeter Swan- This species is the largest of North American waterfowl and is similar to the Tundra Swan. 
The Trumpeter is completely white with a black bill and lacks yellow markings in front of the eye. 
Overwintering has occurred in Southern Alberta including open stretches of the Bow River. Bob Frew observed 
nine Trumpeter Swans at Carburn Park in Calgary on January 2nd. 
Please send your exciting sightings to Bob Frew, phone 403-526-4573, or email:  
robert.frew@shaw.ca  
 
 
 

 

 

Short-eared and Snowy Owl photos by: 
Dan Schiebelbein: 

( dansnaturephotography.com 

mailto:robert.frew@shaw.ca


Weekly Nature Walks in Your Neighborhood? By Martha Munz Gue 
 
Over the years GN has encouraged members and public to enjoy the natural areas and appreciate the healthy 
ecosystems, in the coulees, wetlands, springs, forested and riparian areas of Medicine Hat and Area.  We are 
figuring out how to encourage more people to learn about nature by visiting natural areas with friends, and 
raising awareness of nature-based solutions for personal and planetary health. 
   
At the same time, a group called  “What Matters to Hatters” has been figuring out how to build neighbourhood 
connections for personal and community health.  They are interested in some sort of collaboration with our 
projects, including, neighbourhood nature appreciation, adopt a pond or path, and pollinator lanes. 
   
Dear reader, if you live in an area where a neighbourhood association is beginning to be formed, please contact 
the organizers in your neighbourhood and help them notice opportunities for neighbours to meet neighbours 
in their back lane by creating a “pollinator lane”; or to meet on nearby trails by “adopting a pond or path”, and 
enjoying “weekly neighbourhood Nature walks”.  Your neighbourhood nature appreciation could extend to 
participating in bird and wildflower counts (403 529 6225) , or watching for bloom times of specific wildflowers 
in the neighborhood and submitting to “Plantwatch Alberta”, where it will be added to the database tracking 
the arrival of spring.  Possibilities are numerous and inspiring for community connections through  local nature 
projects that connect people to nearby natural areas. 

 
Pollinator Lanes by Martha Munz Gue 

 
Cathy LInowski and I have been thinking about weeds, wildflowers, pollinators, and birds. We came up 
with the idea of Pollinator Lanes. Look behind your fence and/or by your trash bins.  Are there weeds 
hiding in plain sight?  Remove them without using herbicides in the fall, and again in April and May . 
Then plant wildflowers and keep weeding throughout June.  Talk to your neighbours about creating a 
“pollinator lane” with wildflowers in adjacent areas behind your fences.  Sounds easy, doesn’t it?   And 
fun!     
 
Wildflowers and pollinators are featured at the Bee Gallery (415B 3rd St SE).  It will be a good place for a 
“Pollinator Lane Support Group” to meet.  We can meet there any time.  Together we can figure out 
where to get seeds and seedlings of wildflowers and any other related questions. A similar movement is 
the DSF Butterflyways project.  Butterflyway Rangers coordinate efforts in neighbourhoods. In  Medicine 
Hat, so far, there are no Butterflyway Rangers. However, with or without a ranger, we can each start the 
bees buzzing behind our own fences.  
 
The Ranger role is detailed here and a select few inspirational Ranger stories are told in this series of short videos 
called Butterflyway Diaries.     Or go to www.davidsuzuki.org/butterflyways.  
Pictures of local butterflies can be seen at https://mhbutterflies.weebly.com/ 
Pictures of Local wildflowers can be seen at https://hatwildflowers.weebly.com

   
 

  

 

.       
Pictures of loc 
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