Grasslands Naturalist Board Meeting
Nov. 5, 2025, 4:00 p.m. Chamber of Commerce meeting room

In attendance: Sheila McLeod, Paul Thibault, Margie Booyens, Phil Horch, lan Turner,
Angela Turner, guests: Corlaine Gardner, Martha Munz Gue

1. Calltoorder4:06 p.m. and Land acknowledgement

2. Additions to the agenda included a thank you from Margie Booyens to President Sheila
McLeod for the thorough e-mail outlining the need for some changes and improvements in
club management.

Angela T. moved that the agenda be accepted as amended. Paul T. Seconded. Carried.

3. Minutes from the Oct. 2 meeting had been circulated. Moved by Phil, seconded by lan,
to accept the minutes as circulated. Carried.

4. Business arising from the minutes

In response to the letter requesting a meeting with MLA about the changes to the Alberta
Water Act, Phil and Paul have a meeting scheduled with Justin Wright on Dec. 12, at 1:30.

Zoom attendance at our Club gatherings and programs: There was a discussion about how
to have our programs and meetings open to the public without creating hacking problem:s.
At present, members receive emails with the link for Zoom attendance. That email can
include a suggestion that members may wish to invite friends or relatives to attend IN
PERSON, or by Zoom. We can also include a note in advertising, saying that public can
contact. info@grasslands-naturalists.org to get the Zoom link.

Note for information, Pat Ward and Tina Regehr are now dealing with our Facebook page.
5. Bundled Agenda Items
Reports submitted to the board with no discussion or action required:

Chair’s report on her Submission Platform In-Service with Anita Carswell. Melanie could
help anyone work through it. Sheila will write a report for the Chronicle.

Interpretive Program Report
Operation Committee will be meeting November 10.
Bundled Items requiring discussion or approval:

Bird Friendly Committee; There will be a national update on Nov. 10 discussing the effects
of the budget on the Bird Friendly project. Marty Drut will attend.
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The committee asked if they need a contract with the printer. According to policies &
procedures, yes definitely.

Letter of resignation from Vice President Cathy Linowski. An expression of appreciation
from the board and club would be appropriate. Margie will bring a card to the meeting for
everyone to sign.

We need to recruit a temporary replacement. Sheila will write a note for the November
Chronicle asking for someone to help out from now until the AGM.

Financial report presented by Angela. She requested directions on the GIC that is coming
due. After considerable discussion of interest terms and rates, Angela moved, and Paul
seconded that it be rolled into an 18-month term at 2.5%. Carried

A discussion regarding signing authority resulted in the following motion. Moved by
Margie, seconded by lan, that Hugh, Cathy, and Martha Maudsley be removed from signing
authority, and that the new signing authority would include Phil Horch, Sheila McLeod, Paul
Thibault, and Angela Turner. Carried.

A discussion about the status of the Adopt a Pond project was lengthy and confusing.
Whose project is it? And what does that mean for Grasslands Naturalists, SEAWA, and
participants? Finally, Paul volunteered to search the history with SEAWA and GN. Martha
will sign the thank you letters with her name rather than identifying all the sponsors. The
discussion may continue with updates at a future meeting.

Policies and Procedures - Paul moved, lan seconded that the new Policies and
Procedures be accepted as circulated. Carried.

Margie suggested that we should have a social evening with the new council to get to
know them, and to let them know about us. An extensive discussion ensued! Eventually, it
was decided that we would like to have a small group meeting with those councillors on the
Energy, Land, and Environment committee. And we might have a separate gathering to
which we would invite all the councillors and the mayor. It was suggested this might be a
date in February, not to take the place of the regular GN gathering.

Committees:

Our committees need to be evaluated and reinvigorated. The January Pizza Party (or Pizza
Parley) might be a good time to let all the members know about the different opportunities
to get involved, help out, and have fun while making the club better for everyone.

Phil reminded us that Nancy Tripp has donated several nature-related books. Paul has
researched the value so that a tax receipt can be issued for the donation. Phil moved the he



will talk to Alicia to see if these books can be added to the Nature Centre Library. Margie
seconded the motion. Carried.

The meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m. with a challenge to all board members from Sheila.

Bring Someone New to the Next Grasslands Naturalist Gathering, November 25!

Next Board Meeting is Dec. 3, 2025



