Minutes from the Grasslands Naturalists Get-Together

October 28, 2025

Kiwanis Centre

Socializing with Tea/Coffee and snacks 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Thanks to Martha and John for providing tasty and nutritious snacks.
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Program

"Ross Creek: A Non-Scientific Study of Changes From 2006 -2025" presented by GN Member
Paul Von Huene

Club Updates

President Sheila McLeod opened the meeting with an acknowledgement of the long history of
Indigenous care of our area.

Announcements of upcoming activities, events, and schedules are found on the page with the
agenda.

Martha Munz-Gue spoke briefly about the need for volunteers for setting up our Get-Togethers.
We need 3 people each month to prepare beverages, set up chairs, and provide refreshments.
Purchased snacks will be paid for by the club. Please see Martha to sign up.

Minutes from the September Get Together are published on the website
Paul Von Huene moved, and lan Turner seconded, that they be adopted as presented. Carried.
Exciting Sightings

Grant and Sheila enjoyed the deer on Strathcona Island. David Gue saw many excited preschool
children who were fascinated by the buck strutting by their playground. Rob G. saw a muskrat in
Northlands Pond, which has no stream connections. And Alicia told us that a bobcat has been
seen in Police Point Park.

Treasurer's Report presented by Paul Thibault

Paul presented a report, "Joint Report from the Treasurer and the History of Grasslands
Naturalists Committee."



The club's history reflects the major role that we have in managing the Interpretive Program,
and gives us a significant budget for which we are responsible. As it approaches $300,000, we
may need to consider an official audit.

Paul thanked Angela Turner and Jane McGough for all their work on the Naturalist and
Interpretive Program financial records, and also recognized the work Eileen Cowtan did for
many years.

Interpretive Program Report by Alicia Voth

As always, the Interpretive Program report was full of interesting updates. At present, there are
3 full-time staff and 2 part-time staff. As GN members stop by the Nature Centre, please
introduce yourself to the staff.

Income has been lower than expected for the fall with the teachers' strike. The Halloween event
took quite a bit of staff time, but was successful and raised over $2200. Thanks to the
volunteers who helped out. Lots of public programming is planned. A new exhibit is being
installed. And the staff held a planning session to map out plans for 2026, including 8 exhibits
for the year.

Naturalists Get-Together Programming

Linda Fisher told us about plans for programs right through the winter. She does need a couple
more members to sign up for the February Members' Night. She is asking for a few slides and a
limited talk about them.

Linda also thanked her team of David Gue, lan Turner, and Paul Thibault, who help set up the
equipment and Zoom.

Other Suggestion

Martha suggested a Back Lane project - weed behind your fence and plant wildflowers. We
hope it will develop into Pollinator Pathways.

President Sheila adjourned the meeting.

Everyone helped put away chairs and tidy up.



