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Ecotourism in the Amazon - An Evolving Story - with George Duffy

Ecotourism has been seen as a viable way to create and
protect natural areas of conservation by monetizing the
"ecological resource". This process started many decades ago
with the early safaris taking tourists to see wildlife in Africa
but the formalization of ecotouristic principles resulting in a
segment of the tourism industry never happened until the
mid-1990's. One of the key attractions was the growing
interest in rainforests coinciding with popular stories and
movies about the amazing biodiversity and people wanted to
visit these wild, wonderful, fragile and to some extent
endangered areas.

The story of ecotourism in the Amazon begins and takes us up
to today with now a fully developed and organised set of off
the shelf tours and packages. But the process has not been
without real challenges as there has been very little
regulatory authority governing this vast region and we'll be
looking at a couple different approaches in different locations
of Peru, Ecuador and Brazil.

George Duffy was born in Medicine Hat and spent a lot of time
as a young boy outdoors exploring the creeks and coulees
here, as well as the Edmonton river valley and forest areas.
George attended NAIT, then offering a new program called
Biological Sciences Technology.

Monthly GN Get Together: November 25, 2025

In person at the Kiwanis Centre (826 11 Street, SE middle room on level 2) or by Zoom (information
regarding zoom attendance will be provided by email prior to the meeting).

6:30 to 7:00 PM: Socializing, coffee/tea, and cookies
7:00 to 8:00 PM: Guest Speaker: GN Member George Duffy

8:00 to 8:10 PM: Short intermission
8:10 to 8:45 PM: Club Updates
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(Managed by Grasslands Naturalists)
Based in Police Point Park
www.natureline.info
Nature Line: (403) 529-6225
Facebook and Instagram: @policepointpark

The Nature Centre is open year round from:
9:00AM to 5:00PM Tuesday through Sunday

Saturday 15th November, 10am-4pm - Holiday
Craft Market

Fourth annual Craft Market featuring local crafters
and vendors, with a focus on hand-made, small
batch natural products; recycled, up-cycled, and
repurposed natural materials. Pop in to the Nature
Centre and see what's on offer.

Sunday 16th November, 3-4pm - Beastly Trees
With broken limbs and beastly appearances, this
free, guided walk will be touring some of Police
Point Park's unique trees as we discover methods
of tree aging and the environment that creates
them.

Tuesday 18th November, 2-4pm - Beeswax
Wraps

Create beautiful, eco-friendly alternatives to
plastic wrap with this hands-on workshop in the
Nature Centre. Tools + supplies provided. Last
drop-in at 3:30pm. $5 per wrap.

Friday 21st November, 1-2pm - Beginner
Birding

Don't know your Tree Sparrow from you
Chickadee or White-throated Sparrow, then this
walk is for you! Meeting at the Nature Centre,
there will be some indoor and outdoor bird
spotting. Don't forget to bring your binoculars!
Wednesday 26th November, 2:30-3:30pm -
Noticing Nests

Take a walk around Police Point Park to discover
different nests, talk about how they are made and
about the birds that call them home. Don't forget
to bring your binoculars!

The Sagebrush Chronicle is published ten times a year by
Grasslands Naturalists. Submissions of writing and
artwork are welcomed but may be edited for
publication. Deadline: the 10t of each month. If you
would like to advertise in the Chronicle, more information is
available from the editor. Submissions are to be sent to:
milton.spitzer@gmail.com  (403-528-3120). Do not imbed
photos in articles but do send them separately.

The Society of Grasslands Naturalists encourages the study,
conservation and protection of all components of the natural
world. The Society provides educational opportunities, assists
in the collection and provision of species data, acts as
stewards of the environment, discusses environmental topics
and organizes member activities. The Society also manages
the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program.

General Meetings: 4" Tuesday, Sept. to May Board
Meetings: 15t Wednesday Sept. to June at 4:00 PM in the
Chamber of Commerce Board Room downtown.

To join Grasslands Naturalists and/or send a tax-deductible
donation, write:

Grasslands Naturalists

Box 2491

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8G8

Contact info: Nature Centre 403-529-6225
Annual Membership Dues: Angela Turner
Individuals $20

Families $25

Organizations $25

Donations to Grassland Naturalists and Interpretive Program
are another great way to support local nature and nature
education. Tax receipts are issued for all donations over $10.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by the authors in this publication do
not necessarily reflect those of the editor and the Grasslands
Naturalists. The editor reserves the right to edit, reject or
withdraw articles submitted. While due care will be taken of
all manuscripts, photos or artwork submitted, GN cannot be
held responsible for any loss or damage to such articles.

GN Website:
www.grasslands-naturalists.org

Wednesday 3rd December, 1lam-12pm -
Scoping Waterfowl

Waterfowl watch at the power plant. Don't forget
to bring your ID book, app and

binoculars! Meeting place TBD. Contact the
Nature Centre toward the end of November for
more information.
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Members’ Corner

The present editor of the Grasslands Naturalists’ Sagebrush Chronicle is getting a little (lets say very) long
in the tooth and it is time to think about a replacement editor. And as well a new editor would bring new
ideas as to formatting, items, etc. which would have more pizzazz than the existing publication. Presently
the editor spends about 8 hours a month putting together each issue; which is primarily a cut and paste
type of effort. If interested contact a member of the Executive or myself at milton.spitzer@gmail.com and
arrangements will be made to go over procedures.

Unfortunately, Vice President Cathy Linowski has had to resign from the board for personal reasons. I'm
sure we all wish her well as she takes a break from community involvements. This means the Grasslands
Naturalists Society now lacks a vice president and the board has decided to address this lack by asking a
GN member to step forward to fill this position until the annual general meeting on April 28, 2026. If you
have served on a Board previously, or you would like the experience of serving on a board, please speak
with one of GN’s board members or contact Sheila by leaving her a telephone message at the M. H. Nature
Center. To find the responsibilities of the GN vice president, go to the GN Bylaws, Policies and Procedures
through the “For Members” tab on the GN web page.

Wednesday Autumn and early Winter Nature Walks

This month some walks are at 10 am and some are at 4 pm so that people with job and students can
participate. We invite members and their friends to join us on an exploration of natural areas in Medicine
Hat (and sometimes Redcliff). Expect the unexpected!

November 19. 10 AM. Ajax Trail. Meet in Kin Coulee Park near the baseball diamond at the bottom of
the trail, near the pond and wetland. If you get to Kinette Korner you have gone too far.

November 26. 4 PM. SE Hill Trail. Meet at the east end of 11th Street SE.
December 3. 10 AM. Ross Creek Nature reserve trail. Meet at the trail head on East Glen Drive

December 10. 10 AM. MHC Sunrise Rotary Trail. Meet in the parking lot between the MH Culture
Center and HWY #1. If weather is inclement we can go inside to view the hallway display cases for the art,
pottery, and fibre arts, and, at the other end of the building, there is the “One on One Gallery” of the MHC
Art Department.

December 17. 4 PM. Sierra Coulee Trail. Meet at the trailhead on Sunset Avenue SW.

Other Events

Thursday, November 27: Snow Lizards: How Greater Short-horned Lizards Survive on the Canadian
Prairie: at 7:00 PM. Speaker Nick Cairns, Royal Alberta Museum. For more information go to:
naturealberta.ca/snow-lizards .

Thursday, December 4 at 12:00 PM: Native Prairie Speaker Series Webinar: North America’s
Grassland Birds: Past declines, Current challenges and Future solutions. Speaker: Jacy S. Bernath-
Plaisted, Applied Conservation Scientist, Bird Conservancy of the Rockies. Register free at:

https://shorturl.at/zolnh .

Sunday, December 21: 44th Annual Medicine Hat Christmas Bird Count. For more information see the
article further on in this issue.
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November, 2025 GN'’s President’s Report: Sheila McLeod, President

To achieve goals, we have to work together. Even heroes we celebrate could not have achieved what they did
without a dedicated team backing them up: the parents and coaches of successful young athletes; successful
politicians whose families, friends and colleagues stand or sit behind them as they give acceptance speeches.
Even solitary creators need help if they are going to succeed. To reach their goal, each one of them needs a
support team. And to reach our goals the Grasslands Naturalists Society has teams too; committees of
dedicated members acting together to achieve the society’s environmental goals.

What are GN’s goals? In its original mission statement, recently reaffirmed in the strategic planning report,
the founders laid out the society’s goals:

-To encourage the study and protection of the natural world

-To provide educational opportunities, such as lectures, field trips, and publications

-To encourage the preservation of natural habitat and aesthetic natural features

-To assist in the collection and provision of records of species for statistical and educational purposes
-To act as stewards of the environment

For some time GN’s committees (teams) worked well in pursuit of the society’s goals. These committees are
described in the policies and procedures document available to members by opening the “For Members” tab
on the Grasslands Naturalist’'s home page. The seven committees listed are: Budget, Communication, Field
Trip, Fundraising, Governance, Medicine Hat Interpretive Program Operations, and Indoor Program. In
addition, there is now a Birding Committee and there are and have been, ad hoc committees, such as the
Scenic Views committee. However now GN’s committees are faltering, lacking members and enthusiasm,
probably because the remaining members have served a long time and are, quite frankly, tired. So, now and in
the coming months, the Board will be asking you, the members of the GN Society, if you are willing to help the
society achieve its goals by joining an existing committee, or “team” if you prefer to think of working groups
that way. The Board will also be checking with members to discover if there are existing committees you feel
need to be disbanded, or new committees you feel would further the society’s environmental goals better than
the existing ones do.

Thank you for the ways you contribute to the goals of the GN Society. I hope to see you at the Get-Together at
the Kiwanis Center on November 25t%, when GN member George Duffy will describe his career leading eco
tours in Central/South America. It’s going to be very interesting!

: Medicine Hat’s Environmental Proposal Submission Platform is now in place. So, to learn more about
it or to submit an environmental proposal, please go to the City of Medicine Hat website and click on
the Environmental Proposal Submission Platform tab on the yellow ribbon at the top of the page. The
platform will be open for complete environmental proposals until December 19" so projects that are
accepted can begin in the spring of 2026. Please remember that ALL or ANY environmental proposals
submitted to the city as Grasslands Naturalists Society’s proposals must be reviewed and approved by
the GN Board before they are submitted to the platform and the next GN Board meeting is on
December 3™

For more information about the Environmental Proposal Submission Platform please contact Anita
Carswell, Environmental Specialist, Environment, Land and Gas Production Department, City of
Medicine Hat. Email — anicar@medicinehat.ca
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Exciting Sightings

With the end of avian fall migration in October/November, colder months ahead can mean rather quiet times
for local birders and birding. This could change when and if predicted boreal “winter finch” movements and
irruptions occur in Western Canada (Redpolls, Grosbeaks, Crossbills Siskins, Bohemian Waxwings). Finch
movements are influenced by various factors including the cone/fruit crop abundance and weather patterns.
Sightings of migrating Tundra Swans, and several large flocks of Snow Geese were reported in flight over
Police Point Park in the first week of November. Late fall can be a good time to encounter lingering migrants
and rarities. Recent exciting sightings include the following.

Northern Parula- The male of this eastern wood warbler
species has a bright, yellow-coloured throat and breast
with a darker band and a faint orange wash across and on
the chest. It is blue to gray above, with a greenish patch
on the upper back, has two bold white wing bars, and
white crescents above and below the eyes. Parulas often
feed at the tip of branches. The species is usually first
detected by its song, an ascending trill ending with a
sharp downward “Zeeeeee-yup” note. The Northern
Parula is considered by The Alberta Bird Record
Committee as Accidental: less than 10 accepted records.

[an Langill in the company of various other birders, and
after a three-hour search, observed the continuing
Northern Parula at Elliston Park, Calgary on October 22nd,

Photo by Ian Langill

Eastern Bluebird- This is one of three bluebird species
that occur in Western Canada, in Alberta it is considered
very rare with breeding records. The Eastern Bluebird has a
chestnut-coloured throat, sides of neck, breast, and sides,
and contrasting white belly and white undertail coverts.
Barry and Judy Anderson alerted other GN birders to the
presence of an Eastern Bluebird in Ajax Coulee on
November 4t (confirmed later that day by Dan
Schiebelbein, and Milt and Elaine Spitzer). On the morning
of November 5thboth a male and a female Eastern Bluebird
were observed together at the same location by other
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Photo by Dan Schiebelbein birders; (including Lethbridge birders Stu and Rynel

Wickend, a local unnamed birder, the Andersons, and Bob

Frew). On November 6 Nathan Thokle observed 6 in the same locale, photographing 4 in one tree and 2 in
another.

Sharp-shinned Hawk- Observed by Dan Schiebelbein and Bob Frew at Police Point Park on November 3rd. It
seems that the hard to differentiate Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks are not as closely related as
previously thought, with the Cooper’s Hawk leaving the accipiter genus for the astur genus.

Prairie Falcon- This species is pale brown above, white and heavily spotted below. It has a brown crown,
dark moustachial, and a broad pale area below and behind the eye. The Prairie Falcon’s head pattern differs
from the Peregrine Falcon’s. Dan Schiebelbein observed and photographed the falcon on the cliffs across the
South Saskatchewan from Police Point Park during the latter part of October, and the early part of November.




Brown Creeper-Camouflaged by its streaked brown plumage, this diminutive species can be inconspicuous
and difficult to detect but surprisingly they show up frequently at an elm tree in Barry and Judy Anderson’s
Ross Glen Yard. The latest sighting was reported by the Anderson’s on November 6t. Creepers spiral upward
from the base of a tree, then fly to another base on another tree.

Northern Shrike- This shrike species is a rare winter visitor to Southern Alberta. It is larger than the
Loggerhead Shrike which breeds here in summer. The Northern Shrike has a paler gray head and back with
lightly barred underparts. Its black mask does not extend above the eye and beak. and its beak is longer with a
distinct hook. The black wings and white primary patch are distinctive in flight. Milt Spitzer aod Dan
Schiebelbein observed what appears to be the first sighting of the species this fall on November 7th, at Police
Point Park.

Please send your exciting sightings to Bob Frew, phone 403-526-4573 email:
robert.frew@shaw.ca

Wednesday Walk, October 22, 2025, by Pat Ward

Six of us met up on a perfect autumn day at the Scenic Views sign in Ranchlands. We followed the path in a NE
direction, past a marsh where we saw a beautiful golden sandbar willow, and a tern soaring overhead. Along
the field paths we discovered scurf pea, burdock, liatris and snowberry amongst other vegetation. We
eventually came to a riverside clearing where we discovered a well treed island across the water, backed by
very striking and delineated cliffs. We had to view the island from afar, as a slow-flowing channel prevented
us from even accessing the gravel bar that led to the river proper! Apparently this island (home to several
coyotes, we heard?) can be accessible in the spring when the river is lower. We then paralleled the river
westward through cottonwood forests, noting a few metal goose-nesting boxes installed by GN members
decades ago; still intact in the trees!

We came across wild asparagus, goldenrod, and dried cicer vetch pods which when shaken are excellent
rattles! We noticed deer prints in the silty trails, beach wind chimes made from seashells, and a broad-leaved

mystery plant (was it Hound's-Tongue? American Wintergreen? I didn't hear the final consensus!)

It was a very enjoyable 2-hour walk through a most interesting area!
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TRANSBOUNDARY GRASSLANDS PARTNERSHIP Milk River, AB

November 5 - 6, 2025 Notes from Rob Gardner

The many grassland species flow across our landscape with no regard for political boundaries. People are not
as carefree, so positive ideas and practices can get hung up on the Medicine Line. The Transboundary
Grassland Partnership aims to reduce this problem with annual informal meetings.

I attended this year’s event, and enjoyed a number of positive presentations. Numerous conversations with
participants from Saskatchewan, Montana and southwest Alberta gave me new insights into conservation’s
big picture.

Word of the day (and perhaps “word of the decade” for prairie people): INDAZIFLAM. This new herbicide kills
seeds before they can sprout, bringing substantial respite from Downy Brome and other annual weeds. At last,
we have some hope that the relentless spread of cheatgrass might be slowed.

Three ranchers shared their stories. In particular, John and Deanne Chuiko described their “virtual fencing”
project. Each cow wears a collar with a GPS transceiver which is monitored from many kilometres away. The
cow’s allowed territory can be adjusted from home, with a painful reminder if the cow disobeys. These people
avoided many kilometres of fencing through muskeg and dense forest, and obtained more even utilization.

The tour of the Milk River Ridge presented several projects. The off-stream watering system was particularly
relevant. It helps to know that cattle are picky drinkers, and will consume less water if it tastes bad. And taste
tests (with cattle, not people) show that manure-infused dugouts are NOT preferred. They drink more from
troughs, then eat more, and then gain more weight. Not to mention avoiding foot rot and scours. A substantial
gain in productivity results in more profit. The Milk River Watershed Council of Canada provides financial
support for installing these systems, helping keep cattle out of the sensitive riparian riverbanks.

More about this group can be found at the Prairie Conservation Forum’s web site: albertapcf.org .

This plastic trough sits on a well. When a cow approaches, a motion detector turns on a pump, and the
bowl fills in seconds. Unused water drains back into the well to prevent icing up. Power comes from the
solar panels, which charge the 24-volt battery visible in the grass.
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44th Annual Medicine Hat Christmas Bird Count Sunday, December 21, 2025

On Sunday, December 21st, birders and nature enthusiasts in Medicine Hat will join in the annual
Christmas Bird Count (CBC). 2025 marks the 125th year that this wildlife survey, organized by the National
Audubon Society in partnership with Birds Canada, has taken place in North America, making it the longest-
running citizen science project in the world. Data collected by participants over the years contribute to one of
only two large existing pools of information notifying ornithologists and conservation biologists of what

conservation action is required to protect birds and the places they need.

Birders of all ages and abilities are welcome to contribute to this fun, free, nationwide community science
project, which provides ornithologists with a crucial snapshot of our native bird populations during the
winter months. Participants can either cover an area within the Medicine Hat count circle by walking and

tallying all birds seen or heard, or watching at a birdfeeder in the comfort of their own homes.

There will also be a Potluck Dinner at the Nature Centre after the count! Dinner will start at 5:30 PM, doors
will be open at 5:00 PM. Please bring a dish for sharing (main course, side dish, salad, dessert) as well as a
plate and cutlery. Coffee will be provided. Members of the public who did not participate in the count are
definitely welcome to join in the potluck and bird banter! Please RSVP for the potluck by calling the Nature
Centre (403.529.6225) to help inform how many tables/chairs/etc to set up.

CONTACT INFORMATION: Genevieve Mathieu, Park Interpreter, 403-529-6225, mhip@natureline.info.

Pond Adopter: by Bonita Bernhardt

[ have adopted the drainage pond behind Ashley's Furniture Store and have seen it grow and change over the
last few years. It certainly is not a natural riparian area however it has been left to its own with the city only
killing gophers and cutting grass to the edge by the paved trail and behind the homes that run along the south
side of the pond. When using the Lakeshore Riparian Health Checklist this pond scores 9 out of 11 points so
generally healthy. It does qualify as a riparian area with water in the pond year round allowing for flooding
and draining when we have heavy rainfall and run off. Riparian plants cover more than 50% of the area and
these water loving plants are as tall as your knees or higher with lots of willows and cattails. The pond edges
are left untouched with lots of willows, shrubs and trees that are thriving. Wild life is often seen in and around
the pond from frogs that sing, water birds that raise little ones, and visiting deer and a fox. More than 85% of
the area is covered by vegetation.

Even though this pond does have problems of invasive plants namely Downey Brome, Canada Thistle, and
Russian Olive. It also has beauty and diversity. Non-native trees have sprung up and survive due to the
moisture. Two pear trees are in the pond area, a maple tree and such a beautiful variety of other trees and
shrubs. Even goose berries. This pond provides a home for wildlife, protection from flooding, and beauty for
trail users.

It has been a pleasure to enjoy this little piece of Medicine Hat.

Photos on Next Page




Photos Around the Pond Adopted by Bonita Bernhardt




