Minutes

Grasslands Naturalists General Meeting

September 23, 2025

Kiwanis Centre and via Zoom

1. 6:30 -7:00 PM - Socializing and Refreshments

2.7:00 - 8:00 PM - Alberta Irrigation Expansion - The Four Pillars of Water Availability by Paul Thibault
3. 800 - 9:00 PM Club Updates

o  Welcome - Sheila McLeod.

e Land Acknowledgment - Sheila McLeod

e Thanks were extended to David Gue, Linda Fisher, lan Turner, and Paul Thibault for technical
improvements to the meeting space, and to Angela for providing refreshments, including the
delicious apple cake.

e Minutes of 27 May 2025: Motion to approve the minutes, moved by Ivan Shukster and
seconded by John Slater. Motion Carried

e  Exciting Sightings:

o Sheila and Grant McLeod shared exciting sightings from a trip to Tasmania and Australia,
which included wallabies, various birds, and hundreds of whales spotted from the shore.
They also saw sea turtles that day.

o Linda Fisher reported seeing a very large number of different species of warblers at Echo
Dale and her acreage yard. The warblers are likely on their migration path, eating aphids.
Martha Munz Gue and David Gue also had a yard full of birds.

o The Mclaren Lake field trip in Saskatchewan on Saturday was mentioned as an
upcoming opportunity for more bird sightings.

o  Welcoming of new members
e Treasurer’s Report - Angela Turner
o Casino Account
=  Balance: $22,839.65
o Grasslands Naturalists Club
= Checking account: $2,577.70
= Savings account: $10,069.95
*  GICs: $10,000 + $5,240 + $5,225
o Angela announced her resignation as Treasurer after five years of service; members
thanked her for her dedication.
e MHIP Report — Mhairi Donnelly

Financials are roughly on track for 2025, with lower attendance due to school transportation costs.
Budget for 2026 is similar to 2025 with minor adjustments and a nearly balanced budget within
approximately $3,000. A slight increase in staffing costs is planned for benefit premiums and livable



wages. Casino funds are used for advertising.
e Indoor Program Report - Linda Fisher
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October 28: Paul von Hume - Ranch and Ecological Practices

November 25: George Duffy - Ecological Tours in South America

December 25: Christmas Bird Count and Potluck

January 27: Pizza Parlay Discussion Night

April 28: Lorne Finch reads from his book ‘Conservation Confidential: A Biologist
Investigates the Clash Between Progress and Nature’

Planning underway for a 2026 Members’ Night; volunteers requested.

e New Business and Discussions
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Sound quality improvements at Kiwanis Hall were noted (new acoustic panels and
curtains). Members are encouraged to talk to David Gue about any suggested further
improvements. The Zoom internet connection is working well in this venue.

Suggestion by Angela Turner to form Hospitality Committee to greet attendees and
manage refreshments. Angela was recognized for her ongoing contributions.

Suggestion by Rob Gardner to open Zoom presentations to the general public and send
the Sagebrush Chronicle to other Clubs. This will be reviewed by the Board and
discussed at the next General Meeting.

Motion to Adjourn by lvan Shukster. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.



