
 
 

2025 MEDICINE HAT SPRING BIRD COUNT 
Sunday, May 25, 2025 

  
 

Fellow Birders: 
  
The 41st Spring Bird Count (SBC) took place Sunday, May 25th, 2025. This year’s count day 
was, on the whole, slightly warmer than last year, ranging between 6oC and 26oC. The 
average wind speed between 5:00 am and 9:00 pm was 21 km/h, blowing from the 
Southwest earlier in the day, eventually coming from the Northwest, with some gusts up to 
55 km/h. Visibility was good with skies ranging from cloudy to partly sunny. 
 
There were 121 different species recorded this year, which is just 2 shy of the 5-year 
average (123). 7,481 individual birds were seen which is nearly 16% higher than last year 
(6,437), but still 6% below the 5-year average (7,935).  
 
One species not seen since 2017, the Rough-legged Hawk, set a new record for individuals this 
year (3). There were 2 species seen for the first time during the Spring Bird Count this year: 
Cackling Goose (15) and Canada Jay (1). Three Black-bellied Plovers, who haven’t been recorded 
since 2002, were also observed.  More American Coots (26) were seen since back in 2011 (34). 
Wilson’s Phalaropes (40) had higher numbers than we’ve seen since 2014 (49). Red-necked 
Phalaropes (16) were seen for only the second time since the count began, the other being 2010 
when 2 were observed. Spotted Sandpiper numbers were up, matching their 2012 count (28). 
Absent from the count since 2016, Black Terns (2) made a return. More Northern Harriers (11) 
were seen since 2009 (12). While it was not observed on count day, it is worth noting that the 
Eastern Screech Owl was seen during count week. Short-eared Owls (4), not seen since 2017, 
were observed for only the 6th time in the history of this count. A single Willow Flycatcher was 
seen, the 5th time this species has been included in the count. Many Horned Larks (62) were 
seen, the highest number since 2005 (119). The Red-breasted Nuthatch (33) beat its previous 
high score by one, which was made in 2017 (32). Pine Siskins (9) had the highest number seen 
since 2013 (13). More Vesper Sparrows (121) were seen since they set a new high back in 2015 
(150).  
 
For the third year in a row, no Common Goldeneyes were observed. Mallard (123) numbers 
were at their lowest since 1988 (107). For the first time in the count’s history, fewer than 
100 Rock Pigeons (82) were seen. California Gulls (14) had their lowest number since 1993 
(4), and the second lowest number since the count began. Only a single Great Blue Heron 
was observed, setting a new record low for this species. For the second consecutive year, no 
Hairy Woodpeckers were seen, marking the third time since the count began that they were 



missing. Fewer Black-billed Magpies (121) were seen since 2011 (89), 52% lower than the 
5-year average (254). American Crow (53) numbers were also down, 45% lower than the 
5-year average (97). Bank Swallows (3) had their lowest number this year, other than 2021 
when there were none seen, 92% below the 5-year average (36). Tree Swallows (36) also 
had the lowest number since 1994 (8). Brown Thrasher tied its lowest number which was 
set back in 2022 (5). 
 
Species missing from this year’s count that were seen in 2024 include: Cinnamon Teals, 
Green-winged Teal, Golden Eagle, Solitary Sandpiper, Forster’s Tern, Golden Eagle, 
Broad-winged Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Alder Flycatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit 
Thrush, Sprague’s Pipit, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Tennessee Warbler, 
Orange-Crowned Warbler, American Redstart, and Western Tanager. 
 
The Top 10 species for 2025 were: European Starling (961), American Robin (626), 
Common Grackle (507), Canada Goose (434), Red-winged Blackbird (419), House Sparrow 
(418), Western Meadowlark (363), Yellow Warbler (287), Brewer’s Blackbird (419), 
Ring-billed Gull (199). Common Grackle climbed one spot to 3rd, bumping Red-winged 
Blackbird to 5th place with Canada Goose in 4th. House Sparrow swapped last year’s 4th 
position with the Yellow Warbler’s 6th this year.  Brewer’s Blackbird climbed one spot to 9th, 
bumping Ring-billed Gull to 10th position. 
 
Participation for the Spring Bird Count was up to 37 unique participants, 6 more than last 
year. Despite this increase, 3 of the 27 territories were not covered. Observation time was 
up by 21% to 94 hours, and distance travelled was up 8% to 504 kms. We would like to 
thank everyone who took the time to participate in the Spring Bird Count this year, either as 
field counters or feeder watchers! Please share this report with anyone who participated 
this year but may not be on our mailing list.  
 
And finally, we wanted to recognize the dedication of one longtime bird count volunteers, 
Val Felesky, who passed away earlier this year. Val was committed to supporting citizen 
science and birding in the area by participating in Spring and Christmas Bird Counts for 
nearly 25 years. He has been, and will continue to be, an inspiration to us all. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Genevieve Mathieu + Erika Derman 
2025 Count Compilers 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 1.  2025 Spring Bird Count - Highs and Lows 

Highs 

Species High Previous High Year 

Cackling Goose 15 0 n/a 

Red-necked Phalarope 16 2 2010 

Rough-legged Hawk 3 2 2017 

Canada Jay 1 0 n/a 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 33 32 2017 

Lows 

Species Low Previous Low Year 

Cooper’s Hawk 1 1 2023 

Bald Eagle 1 1 2016 

American Kestrel 1 1 2024 

Loggerhead Shrike 1 1 2022 

Brown Thrasher 5 5 2022 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 1 2021 

 
Table 2. Four-Year Data Summary (2022 - 2025) 

 May 25, 2025 May 26, 2024 May 28, 2023 May 29, 2022 

Total Individual Birds 7,481 6,437 9,136 7,989 

Total Bird Species 121 118 126 129 

Participants 37 31 41 51 

Total Km Walked 53.4 66.4 99.5 114.0 

Total Km Driven 450.2 400.0 471.5 523 

Hours of Observation 94.9 78.4 105.9 100.0 

​
 
 
 



Table 3. Top 10 Species - 2025 

​
Table 4. 2025 SBC Participants 

Barry Anderson 
Judy Anderson 
Dee Armstrong 
Hugh Armstrong 
Erika Derman 
Marty Drut 
Vicki East 
Kirk Ewasechko 
Robert Frew 
Keith Gerrard 
George Gorski 
Annette Greenwood 
Martha Munz Gue 
Simone Harty 
Sue Higgins 
Dale Holmes 
Annalora Horch 
Phil Horch 
Gurpreet Kauer 

Harvir Kauer 
Charmaine Leidal 
Cam Lockerbie 
Zofie Mattuschova 
Bruce McLeod 
Gordon Meyers 
Mark Oxamitny 
Joanne Reynolds 
Patience Sackey 
Dan Schiebelbein 
Mark Schiebelbein 
Lorrie Sielski 
John Slater 
Elaine Spitzer 
Milt Spitzer 
Debbie Sprinkle 
Donna Steele 
Robert Wapple 

​
 
Table 5. Four-Year Comparison of Total Number of Birds (2022 - 2025) 

Species 2025 2024 2023 2022 
Cackling Goose 15 - - - 
Canada Goose 434 369 310 363 
Wood Duck - - - - 
Blue-winged Teal 35 28 22 51 
Cinnamon Teal - 2 - 17 
Northern Shoveler 41 32 43 29 
Gadwall 37 11 27 28 
Eurasian Wigeon - - - - 
American Wigeon 10 15 12 19 
Mallard 123 126 188 179 
Northern Pintail 9 12 26 4 
Green-winged Teal - 1 - 2 

1.​ European Starling (961) 
2.​ American Robin (626) 
3.​ Common Grackle (507) 
4.​ Canada Goose (434) 
5.​ Red-winged Blackbird (419) 

6.​ House Sparrow (418) 
7.​ Western Meadowlark (363) 
8.​ Yellow Warbler (287) 
9.​ Brewer's Blackbird (284) 
10.​Ring-billed Gull (199) 



Canvasback 13 6 15 5 
Redhead 16 5 13 32 
Ring-necked Duck 3 - 1 1 
Greater Scaup - - - - 
Lesser Scaup 16 1 6 2 
Greater/Lesser Scaup 2 19 - - 
White-winged Scoter - - - 1 
Bufflehead 3 - - - 
Common Goldeneye - - - 12 
Hooded Merganser - - - - 
Common Merganser 19 34 16 13 
Red-breasted Merganser - - - - 
Ruddy Duck 6 2 9 - 
Duck sp. 24 11 - - 
Ruffed Grouse - - - 2 
Sharp-tailed Grouse - - - - 
Gray Partridge 6 4 2 1 
Ring-necked Pheasant 78 49 77 58 
Pied-billed Grebe - - - - 
Horned Grebe 14 4 2 2 
Red-necked Grebe - - - 4 
Eared Grebe 3 - 3 - 
Western Grebe - - - - 
Rock Pigeon 82 167 208 263 
Mourning Dove 215 112 200 133 
Common Nighthawk 1 - 1 1 
Black Swift - - - - 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird - - - - 
Sora 4 3 2 3 
American Coot 26 11 10 16 
Sandhill Crane - 1 3 - 
Black-necked Stilt 4 - - 6 
American Avocet 7 1 - 2 
Black-bellied Plover 3 - - - 
Killdeer 31 24 32 27 
Upland Sandpiper - - 2 2 
Whimbrel - - 1 1 
Long-billed Curlew 13 2 26 12 
Marbled Godwit 11 4 15 1 
Wilson's Snipe 6 15 13 10 



Wilson's Phalarope 40 23 12 19 
Spotted Sandpiper 28 17 27 27 
Solitary Sandpiper - 1 1 - 
Willet 9 6 7 9 
Semipalmated Sandpiper - - - - 
Franklin's Gull 61 66 94 - 
Ring-billed Gull 199 206 235 153 
Herring Gull - 6 - - 
California Gull 14 35 37 41 
Gull (White-headed) sp. 26 30 30 38 
Caspian Tern 1 - - 1 
Black Tern 2 - - - 
Forster's Tern - 4 2 1 
Common Tern 6 15 6 3 
Double-crested Cormorant 15 2 3 8 
American White Pelican 45 46 27 51 
American Bittern - - - - 
Great Blue Heron 1 6 3 16 
White-faced Ibis - - 31 - 
Turkey Vulture 27 9 13 14 
Osprey 1 4 6 - 
Golden Eagle - 1 - 1 
Northern Harrier 11 - 1 5 
Sharp-shinned Hawk - - 1 1 
Cooper's Hawk 1 3 1 1 
Bald Eagle 1 6 3 2 
Broad-winged Hawk - 1 - 1 
Swainson's Hawk 33 17 43 22 
Red-tailed Hawk 11 6 9 10 
Rough-legged Hawk 3 - - - 
Ferruginous Hawk 2 - 1 - 
Buteo sp. 1 3 - 2 
Hawk sp. 2 2 - - 
Eastern Screech Owl 1 CW - - 1 CW 
Great Horned Owl 3 6 4 3 
Short-eared Owl 4 - - - 
Belted Kingfisher 2 3 4 4 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - - - - 
Downy Woodpecker 19 11 20 14 
Hairy Woodpecker - - 2 3 



Pileated Woodpecker - - - - 
Northern Flicker 75 61 106 77 
American Kestrel 1 1 3 5 
Merlin 5 - 7 4 
Prairie Falcon - 3 - 1 
Falcon sp. - 1 - - 
Olive-sided Flycatcher - - - - 
Western Wood Pewee 2 6 13 2 
Alder Flycatcher - 4 6 1 
Willow Flycatcher 1 - - - 
Least Flycatcher 39 42 75 52 
Empidonax Sp. - 8 3 1 
Eastern Phoebe - - - - 
Say's Phoebe 2 - 4 1 
Western Kingbird 57 37 47 38 
Eastern Kingbird 26 36 56 33 
Blue-headed (Solitary) Vireo - - - - 
Warbling Vireo 21 14 36 8 
Red-eyed Vireo 3 5 1 3 
Vireo sp. 1 - - 2 
Loggerhead Shrike 1 11 3 1 
Canada Jay (Gray Jay) 1 - - - 
Blue Jay 29 36 54 26 
Black-billed Magpie 121 129 320 301 
American Crow 53 80 124 119 
Common Raven 5 6 13 8 
Black-capped Chickadee 48 74 96 63 
Horned Lark 62 5 9 2 
Bank Swallow 3 61 77 40 
Tree Swallow 36 63 63 50 
Violet-green Swallow 12 19 31 42 
N. Rough-winged Swallow 7 5 32 7 
Barn Swallow 23 20 53 35 
Cliff Swallow 34 17 52 23 
Swallow Sp. - 12 12 20 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet - 1 1 - 
White-breasted Nuthatch - - - 2 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 33 8 27 24 
Rock Wren 5 8 19 10 
House Wren 136 105 220 179 



Marsh Wren 2 - - 2 
European Starling 961 790 1,283 1118 
Gray Catbird 31 31 74 47 
Brown Thrasher 5 11 11 5 
Mountain Bluebird - - - - 
Townsend's Solitaire - - 2 1 
Veery - - - 1 
Gray-cheeked Thrush - - - - 
Swainson's Thrush 5 5 4 9 
Hermit Thrush - 4 - - 
American Robin 626 533 808 753 
Cedar Waxwing 10 34 69 16 
House Sparrow 418 221 482 457 
Sprague's Pipit - 1 2 - 
Evening Grosbeak - - - - 
House Finch 167 153 247 146 
Common Redpoll 4 - 4 4 
White-winged Crossbill - - - - 
Red Crossbill - - - - 
Pine Siskin 9 3 - 1 
American Goldfinch 31 61 82 61 
Chestnut-collared Longspur - - 2 - 
Grasshopper Sparrow 3 - 1 - 
Chipping Sparrow 71 67 98 66 
Clay-colored Sparrow 33 23 61 57 
Brewer's Sparrow - - - - 
Lark Sparrow 14 12 12 5 
Lark Bunting 5 - - - 
American Tree Sparrow 1 2 - - 
Dark-eyed Junco 2 2 1 6 
White-crowned Sparrow - - 2 13 
White-throated Sparrow - - 4 - 
Vesper Sparrow 121 52 85 35 
Savannah Sparrow 6 10 8 6 
Baird's Sparrow - - - - 
Song Sparrow 7 7 13 12 
Lincoln's Sparrow - - - - 
Spotted Towhee 44 39 66 40 
New world sparrow sp. - 2 - - 
Yellow-breasted Chat CW - 2 1 



Yellow-headed Blackbird 99 54 48 129 
Bobolink - - 2 - 
Western Meadowlark 363 257 221 198 
Baltimore Oriole 26 28 45 24 
Red-winged Blackbird 419 430 434 493 
Brown-headed Cowbird 52 84 47 107 
Rusty Blackbird - - - 5 
Brewer's Blackbird 284 172 173 224 
Common Grackle 507 395 537 387 
Blackbird sp. 33 27 20 20 
Ovenbird - 1 - - 
Northern Waterthrush - 1 - 1 
Tennessee Warbler - 1 3 - 
Orange-crowned Warbler - 2 2 - 
Common Yellowthroat 12 37 36 24 
American Redstart - 2 2 4 
Yellow Warbler 287 343 459 387 
Blackpoll Warbler 1 1 - 3 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 2 4 6 
Townsend's Warbler - - - 2 
Wilson's Warbler - - - - 
Western Tanager - 1 1 - 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak - - 1 1 
Black-headed Grosbeak - - - - 
Lazuli Bunting 8 3 18 1 
Indigo Bunting - - - - 
Total Individual Birds 7,481 6,437 9,136 7,989 
Total Known Species 121 118 126 129 

*Species not seen in the past 10 years omitted from this list but remain on SBC 
Historical Data. 


