2024 MEDICINE HAT SPRING BIRD COUNT
Sunday, May 26, 2024

Fellow Birders:

The 40" Spring Bird Count (SBC) took place Sunday, May 26", 2024. Participants enjoyed
pleasant temperatures falling between the high of 19°C and low of 7°C. There was some
wind coming from the Southwest earlier in the day, and then blowing from the West North
West as the day progressed, averaging 20 km/h with gusts up to 34 km/h. The morning sky
was mostly cloudy, clearing to partly sunny after noon.

118 different species were recorded this year, 6.6% lower than the 5-year average (126). In
total, 6,437 individual birds were seen which is nearly 30% lower than last year (9,136),
and 24% below the 5-year average (8453).

There were no new count species this year, but 2 species had all-time high numbers. More
Loggerhead Shrikes were seen this year (11) than ever before, breaking the previous record
from 1998 (10). With only a handful of sightings in the history of the SBC, Forster’s Tern
numbers have been doubling every year for the last three years, reaching an all-time high (4).
Horned Grebes (4) were seen on count day, the most recorded since 2014 (31). More than
double the amount of Common Mergansers were reported this year (34) compared to last year,
the highest count since 2007 (50). For the second year in a row, and the second time it has been
reported since the SBC began, a Sandhill Crane was seen. Herring Gulls (6), a rarity for this area,
were seen for the 4" time in the last 20 years. Common Terns (15) also reached their highest
number since 2009 (16). After a 3-year hiatus, 2 American Tree Sparrows were reported. An
Ovenbird was seen for the first time in 10 years on count day.

For the second consecutive year, no Common Goldeneyes were seen, unusual for a bird
counted every year since 1990. The fewest Ring-necked Pheasants (49) were seen since
2011 (35). Only 49 Eurasian Collared Doves were seen, which is significantly less than the
previous 5-year average (133). Only 2 Long-billed Curlews were seen, 86% lower than the
5-year average (14). Northern Harriers have been recorded every year except 1988 and
1989 but were missing this year. Another noteworthy absence was the Merlin, who has
been seen every year except the very first SBC in 1985. Black-billed Magpies had their
second lowest number since the count began (129). Red-breasted Nuthatch numbers were
quite low, with only 8 seen on count day, lowering the 5-year average by over 4%.

Species missing from this year’s count that were seen in 2023 include: Ring-necked Duck,
Eared Grebe, Common Nighthawk, Upland Sandpiper, Whimbrel, White-faced Ibis, Northern



Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Hairy Woodpecker, Merlin, Townsend’s
Solitaire, Common Redpoll, Chestnut-collared Longspur, Grasshopper Sparrow,
White-crowned Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Yellow-breasted Chat, Bobolink, and the
Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

The Top 10 species for 2024 were: European Starling (790), American Robin (533),
Red-winged Blackbird (430), Common Grackle (395), Canada Goose (369), Yellow Warbler
(343), Western Meadowlark (257), House Sparrow (221), Ring-billed Gull (206)

Brewer’s Blackbird (172). House Sparrow was bumped from 4 to 8" place, replaced by
Common Grackle. Canada Goose and Yellow Warbler both jumped two spots to take 5" and
6" respectively. Western Meadowlark replaced Black-billed Magpie, which was bumped off
the Top 10 this year. Brewer’s Blackbird took last place and House Finch also dropped off
the list this year. Yet again, the European Starling took 1°' place for the ninth year in a row.

Count participation was down this year, with 31 unique participants (5 fewer than last
year) and hours of observation was down by 27%. Distance traveled was also down 18%.
Part of the reason that fewer birds were observed and the total species count was lower can
be attributed to this. See Table 2 for additional details. Thanks to everyone who volunteered
their time this year to participate in the Spring Bird Count!

For anyone interested in seeing this year’s Bird Count data from across Alberta, and how it
compares to the 15-year average, Nature Alberta has prepared a spreadsheet available at:
https://naturealberta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024 /07 /Alberta-MSC-2024-Summary.pdf

Sincerely,
Genevieve Mathieu
2024 Count Compiler


https://naturealberta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Alberta-MSC-2024-Summary.pdf

Table 1. 2024 Spring Bird Count - Highs and Lows

Highs
Species High Previous High Year
Loggerhead Shrike 11 10 1998
Forster’s Tern 4 2 2023

Lows
Species Low Previous Low Year
Sprague’s Pipit 1 1 2012
American Kestrel 1 1 2021
Double-crested 2 2 2006
Cormorant
Long-billed Curlew 2 2 1997
Lesser Scaup 1 2 2022
Green-winged Teal 1 2 2022
Northern Harrier 0 0 1989
Hairy Woodpecker 0 0 2006
Merlin 0 0 1985
Say’s Phoebe 0 0 2016
Table 2. Four-Year Data Summary (2020 - 2024)

May 26, 2024 | May 28, 2023 | May 29, 2022 | May 30, 2021

Total Individual Birds 6,437 9,136 7,989 8,629
Total Bird Species 118 126 129 119
Participants 31 41 51 49
Total Km Walked 66.4 99.5 114.0 108.5
Total Km Driven 400.0 471.5 523 591
Hours of Observation 78.4 105.9 100.0 104.0




Table 3. Top 10 Species - 2024

1. European Starling (790)

2. American Robin (533)

3. Red-winged Blackbird (430)
4. Common Grackle (395)

5. Canada Goose (369)

Yellow Warbler (343)
Western Meadowlark (257)
House Sparrow (221)

. Ring-billed Gull (206)
0.Brewer’s Blackbird (172)
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Table 4. 2024 SBC Participants

Barry Anderson
Judy Anderson
Dee Armstrong
Hugh Armstrong
Kelly Blaire
Caleb Catto
Mhairi Donnelly
Marty Drut

Val Felesky
Robert Frew
George Gorski
Sue Higgins
Mathew Hill
Annalora Horch
Phil Horch
Cam Lockerbie

Rhys Mah Poy
Peter Mah Poy
Genevieve Mathieu
Martin Mathieu
Bruce McLeod
Amy Moores

Mark Oxamitny
Joanne Reynolds
Gisele Saulnier
Dan Schiebelbein
Mark Schiebelbein
John Slater

Elaine Spitzer

Milt Spitzer

Donna Steele

Table 5. Four-Year Comparison of Total Number of Birds

Species 2024 2023 2022 2021
Canada Goose 369 310 363 436
Wood Duck - - - -
Blue-winged Teal 28 22 51 37
Cinnamon Teal 2 - 17 1
Northern Shoveler 32 43 29 41
Gadwall 11 27 28 21
Eurasian Wigeon - - - -
American Wigeon 15 12 19 14
Mallard 126 188 179 188
Northern Pintail 12 26 4 12
Green-winged Teal 1 - 2 -
Canvasback 6 15 5 8
Redhead 5 13 32 28
Ring-necked Duck - 1 1 -




Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup 1 6 5
Greater/Lesser Scaup 19 - - -
White-winged Scoter - - 1 -
Bufflehead - - - -
Common Goldeneye - - 12 1
Hooded Merganser - - - 1
Common Merganser 34 16 13 24
Red-breasted Merganser - - - -
Ruddy Duck 2 9 - -
Duck sp. 11 - - -
Ruffed Grouse - - 2 -
Sharp-tailed Grouse - - - 2
Gray Partridge 4 2 1 4
Ring-necked Pheasant 49 77 58 62
Pied-billed Grebe - - - 2
Horned Grebe 4 2 2 -
Red-necked Grebe - - 4 -
Eared Grebe - 3 - -
Western Grebe - - - -
Rock Pigeon 167 208 263 177
Mourning Dove 112 200 133 141
Common Nighthawk - 1 1 -
Black Swift - - - -
Ruby-throated Hummingbird - - - -
Sora 3 2 3 3
American Coot 11 10 16 15
Sandhill Crane 1 3 - -
Black-necked Stilt - - 6 -
American Avocet 1 - 2 5
Killdeer 24 32 27 27
Upland Sandpiper - 2 2 1
Whimbrel - 1 1 -
Long-billed Curlew 2 26 12 19
Marbled Godwit 4 15 1 1
Long-billed Dowitcher - - - -
Wilson's Snipe 15 13 10 13
Wilson's Phalarope 23 12 19 37




Spotted Sandpiper 17 27 27 14
Solitary Sandpiper 1 1 - -
Willet 6 7 9 10
Semipalmated Sandpiper - - - -
Franklin's Gull 66 94 - 41
Ring-billed Gull 206 235 153 149
Herring Gull 6 - - -
California Gull 35 37 41 32
Gull (White-headed) sp. 30 30 38 60
Caspian Tern - - 1 -
Black Tern - - - -
Forster's Tern 4 2 1 -
Arctic Tern - - - -
Common Tern 15 6 3 5
Double-crested Cormorant 2 3 8 13
American White Pelican 46 27 51 52
American Bittern - - - -
Great Blue Heron 6 3 16 37
White-faced Ibis - 31 - -
Turkey Vulture 9 13 14 23
Osprey 4 6 - 1
Golden Eagle 1 - 1 2
Northern Harrier - 1 5 6
Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1 1 -
Cooper's Hawk 3 1 1 1
Bald Eagle 6 3 2 3
Broad-winged Hawk 1 - 1 1
Swainson's Hawk 17 43 22 34
Red-tailed Hawk 6 9 10 24
Rough-legged Hawk - - - -
Ferruginous Hawk - 1 -

Buteo sp. 3 - 2

Hawk sp. 2 - - -
Eastern Screech Owl - - 1 CW 1
Great Horned Owl 6 4 3 3
Short-eared Owl - - - -
Belted Kingfisher 3 4 4 4

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker




Downy Woodpecker 11 20 14 21
Hariy Woodpecker - 2 3 2
Pileated Woodpecker - - - -
Northern Flicker 61 106 77 94
American Kestrel 1 3 5 1
Merlin - 7 4 6
Prairie Falcon 3 - 1 4
Falcon sp. 1 - - -
Olive-sided Flycatcher - - - 1
Western Wood Pewee 6 13 2 4
Alder Flycatcher 4 6 1 -
Willow Flycatcher - - - -
Least Flycatcher 42 75 52 58
Empidomax Sp. 8 3 1 1
Eastern Phoebe - - - -
Say's Phoebe - 4 1 2
Western Kingbird 37 47 38 34
Eastern Kingbird 36 56 33 32
Blue-headed (Solitary) Vireo - - - -
Warbling Vireo 14 36 8 1"
Red-eyed Vireo 5 1 3 2
Vireo sp. - - 2 -
Loggerhead Shrike 11 3 1 3
Blue Jay 36 54 26 43
Black-billed Magpie 129 320 301 400
American Crow 80 124 119 108
Common Raven 6 13 8 7
Black-capped Chickadee 74 96 63 129
Horned Lark 5 9 2 8
Bank Swallow 61 77 40 -
Tree Swallow 63 63 50 53
Violet-green Swallow 19 31 42 12
N. Rough-winged Swallow 5 32 7 7
Barn Swallow 20 53 35 29
Cliff Swallow 17 52 23 63
Swallow Sp. 12 12 20 4
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 1 - 1
White-breasted Nuthatch - - 2 3




Red-breasted Nuthatch 8 27 24 23
Rock Wren 8 19 10 10
House Wren 105 220 179 145
Marsh Wren - - 2 -
European Starling 790 1,283 1118 1161
Gray Catbird 31 74 47 39
Brown Thrasher 11 11 5 12
Mountain Bluebird - - - -
Townsend's Solitaire - 2 1 1
Veery - - 1 1
Gray-cheeked Thrush - - - -
Swainson's Thrush 5 4 9 17
Hermit Thrush 4 - - 1
American Robin 533 808 753 905
Cedar Waxwing 34 69 16 4
House Sparrow 221 482 457 445
Sprague's Pipit 1 2 - -
Evening Grosbeak - - - -
House Finch 153 247 146 225
Common Redpoll - 4 4 4
White-winged Crossbill - - - 15
Red Crossbill - - - 15
Pine Siskin 3 - 1 6
American Goldfinch 61 82 61 65
Chestnut-collared Longspur - 2 - -
Grasshopper Sparrow - 1 - -
Chipping Sparrow 67 98 66 71
Clay-colored Sparrow 23 61 57 70
Brewer's Sparrow - - - -
Lark Sparrow 12 12 5 8
Lark Bunting - - - -
American Tree Sparrow 2 - - -
Dark-eyed Junco 2 1 6 3
White-crowned Sparrow - 2 13 2
White-throated Sparrow - 4 - -
Vesper Sparrow 52 85 35 75
LeConte's Sparrow - - - -
Savannah Sparrow 10 8 6 3




Baird's Sparrow

Song Sparrow 13 12 17
Lincoln's Sparrow - - - 1
Spotted Towhee 39 66 40 49
New world sparrow sp. 2 - - -
Yellow-breasted Chat - 2 1 -
Yellow-headed Blackbird 54 48 129 94
Bobolink - 2 - -
Western Meadowlark 257 221 198 234
Baltimore Oriole 28 45 24 20
Red-winged Blackbird 430 434 493 398
Brown-headed Cowbird 84 47 107 66
Rusty Blackbird - - 5 -
Brewer's Blackbird 172 173 224 211
Common Grackle 395 537 387 576
Blackbird sp. 27 20 20 20
Ovenbird 1 - - -
Northern Waterthrush 1 - 1 -
Tennessee Warbler 1 3 - -
Orange-crowned Warbler 2 2 - -
Common Yellowthroat 37 36 24 22
American Redstart 2 2 4 -
Yellow Warbler 343 459 387 382
Blackpoll Warbler 1 - 3 -
Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 4 6 1
Townsend's Warbler - - 2 -
Wilson's Warbler - - - -
Western Tanager 1 1 - -
Rose-breasted Grosbeak - 1 1 1
Black-headed Grosbeak - - - -
Lazuli Bunting 3 18 1 2
Indigo Bunting - - - -
Total Individual Birds 6,437 9,136 7,989 8,631
Total Known Species 118 126 129 120

*Species not seen in the past 10 years omitted from this list but remain on SBC

Historical Data.




