Minutes

Grasslands Naturalists General Meeting

May 27, 2025

Kiwanis Centre and via Zoom

1. 6:30 -7:00 PM Socializing and Refreshments

2.700 - 8:00 PM Club Updates

Welcome - Sheila McLeod.
Land Acknowledgment- Sheila McLeod
Minutes of 22 April 2025: Motion to Approve the minutes, moved by Ivan Shukster and
seconded by Russel Henderson. Motion Carried
Exciting Sightings:
o Pronghorn seen en route to Edmonton (Sheila and Grant McLeod)
o Numerous crocuses in Cypress Hills
o Ruby-crowned kinglet singing outside window (confirmed with Merlin app) (Linda Fisher)
o Loggerhead Shrike at Manyberries (Russel Henderson)
Welcoming of new members
Treasurer’s Report - Angela Turner
o Casino Account
= Balance: $7,981.98
= $2,000 donation by the Medicine Hat Kiwanis Club for MHIP
= Routine promo expenses paid (Chronicle printing; GN & MHIP ads in Medicine
Hat News).
o Grasslands Naturalists Club
» Checking account: $4.786.31
=  Savings account: $7,033.53
= GICs: $5,000 + $10,000 + $5,000
o Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, moved by Cathy Linowski and seconded by
Melanie Barnett. Motion Carried
MHIP Report — Alicia Voth
o Grants & Staffing: Young Canada Works and Canada Summer Jobs secured.
o Nick Holt (University of Calgary CS student; former Medalta Education Assistant; YMCA
camp leader) joined May 5 at Nature Centre through the end of August.
o Erika Derman was retained full-time for 8 weeks via Canada Summer Jobs.
o Programs Since Late April: 8 public programs, including Talk About Eggs, Geology Walk at
Echo Dale, Bees & Blossoms, Red Rock Coulee Walk
o Earth Day Bash drew 321 participants with partners (BHE, Empower Energy, City Parks &
Rec, Seniors for Climate). Approx. 100 visitors attended the other seven programs. The
visitors enjoyed three interactive stations created by our interpreters, along with a
collection of booths from partner organizations
o School Programs: Main focus April-June; field trips are back.
o Note: Nature Centre A/C has been out for about 3 weeks.



o Displays:
= Current: Spiders (importance & adaptations), up until early June.
= Next (early June): “A Story of Soil — The Earth Beneath Our Feet” (soil
classification; prairie ecosystems; planet health).
o Program Finances
= Revenue approx. $98,000, Expenses approx. $104,000; $28,000 in grants
secured (not yet reflected).
o Spring Bird Count: Successful; about half the territories are still outstanding, please
submit data ASAP.
e Indoor Program Report - Linda Fisher
o Tonight: Colin Weir on the Birds of Prey Center.
o June 24: Annual potluck picnic (Nature Centre back patio). Arrive 5:00 p.m.; supper 5:30
p.m. Bring dish to share (main/salad/app/dessert), your own chair, plate, and utensils;
coffee/tea provided. Details in Sagebrush Chronicle.
o Sept 23: Paul Thibault - Irrigation in Southern Alberta.
o Oct 28: Paul van Huene - Two topics: School programs at his ranch, and 10-week post-
Ross Creek flood.
o Nov 25: George Duffy - Nature-related ecotour travels.
o December: Potluck supper following the Bird Count.
e Motion to Adjourn: Moved by David Gue and Melanie Barnett, Motion Carried

3. 8:00-9:00 PM The Alberta Birds of Prey Centre - A 40-plus Year Journey by Colin Weir, Director of the
Alberta Birds of Prey Centre



