Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting Minutes -
March 5, 2025 4:00 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce and via Zoom

1. Call to Order 4:03 pm

Present: Sheila McLeod, Paul Thibault, Angela Turner, lan Turner, Linda Fisher, Martha Munz Gue, via
Zoom - Martha Maudsley, Cathy Linowski, Phil Horch.

2. Adoption of Minutes from previous meeting adopted as amended. Carried

3. Business arising from minutes

4. Bundled Agenda Items

a) Information provided to the board in writing with no discussion or action required.
4:15-5:00 p.m.

b) Items submitted to the board in writing requiring discussion and/or approval. Motion to change
Credit Union account signing authority changed to Phil Horch, Sheila McLeod, Cathy Linowski, Angela
Turner. All in favour, carried.

5. More immediate items requiring discussion.

1. Assessment of the February General Meeting and possible move to Kiwanis Centre. Discussion. April
22 meeting will be held in the same room as February. May 27 meeting will be held in a larger room
at the Kiwanis Centre and reassess afterwards.

2. Annual General Meeting March 25th schedule: Socializing 6:00 - 6:30 pm. Guest Speaker
6:30 - 7:30 pm. Break 7:30 to 7:45 pm. Business Meeting including Elections  7:45 -9 pm.
President’s Report, Financial Report,MHIP Report and introduction of Committee Chairs and Executive
Board. Honorary certificates. Can posters be made for advertising? Linda Fisher to contact Corlaine
Gardner to inquire how it was done last year. If no, Martha MG to ask Melanie. Board Members can
pick up and distribute finished product. Angela and lan Turner will supply the draw box and
paper/pencils for Guest Speaker’s Door Prize draws.

Linda Fisher awaiting confirmation from Carl Morrison re his April 22 presentation of his many years of
cougar research in the Cypress Hills. May 27 - Colin Weir, Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation, (including
bringing owls!), his speaking fee can be up to $1500 but willing to negotiate. Linda proposed $600
waiting to hear back.

GN Filing Cabinet Box sorting - Wednesday March 12, time to be determined. Board Members and
others to attend. Sheila McLeod to send email inviting Lorrine Marshall, Bob Townsend, Rob and
Corlaine Gardner, Phil Horch, John Slater, Dennis Baresco (Phil and Martha MG will ask him). Sheila to
speak to Alanna Dean to see how she organized boxes and how to present.



Nomination Committee Report: Martha MG - Teacher’s Convention collaborative display. Crowded and

well located. List compiled for schools/teachers asking for in school/classroom

presentations. Martha MG gave Sheila McLeod a copy of the list for follow up of schools asking for
presentations. Martha MG suggests next year to have separate tables booked for each group as it was
crowded.

Von Huene Ranch - will have a field day including 2 schools from MHCBE and MHPSD 76.
Martha MG to change ‘collaborated’ to ‘combined’ in last sentence of Adopt a Pond description.

Nomination Committee - no one has replied so far to the nomination committee. Sheila McLeod will
stay on 1 more year as President. Angela will stay on as Treasurer. Cathy Linowski will stay as Vice
president. Martha Maudsley will resign as Secretary as of the AGM. Linda Fisher to stay on for the
Indoor Program Committee. Alanna Dean resigned as a Director at Large. lan Turner, Paul Thibault,
Martha MG and Linda Fisher will stay on as Directors at Large. John Slater needs to be asked to Chair
election by Martha MG.

Cathy Linowski asked to keep a list of events upcoming:

March 16 and 17 - 2 Casinos.

March 18 World Water Day - MH college 10 to 4.

March 24-26 program with college students on Buckthorn.

Saturday April 25, 26, 27. SEAAS Archeology Conference. John
Slater will have a table to sell GN books.

May 21 and June 2 endangered species events at von Huene ranch.

BioBlitz - Motion: Rob Gardner be named as the Grasslands Naturalists official representative for the
June 6/7/8 BiobBlitz . All in favour, Carried. Rob suggests June 8th is a good day for members to
attend.

5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
6. Longer term items requiring discussion. Strategic Planning Report
1. Assessment of actions taken as a result of discussion at Feb. 5

Meeting. Angela and lan Turner put together a ‘template’ (to be converted into a policy?) re speaking
with new members at meetings. We will try a sign in sheet by the name tags. Assign a greeter. Ask
Coraline Gardner. Angela Turner and Martha MG to be greeters for AGM.

2. Continuing discussion of Strategic Plan Activities, pages 26-31 in Strategic Planning Report

3. Deciding whether or not to adopt a GN theme for 2025-2026. Discussion. Cathy motions ‘Nature is
for everyone’. All in favour, carried. Sheila McLeod to introduce it at our AGM and ask for ideas to
support our theme.



Motion to add to Objectives “Opportunities to keep our current members engaged and connected,
and being welcoming to new members”. All in favour, Carried. Change #6 to “broaden and enhance
our involvement with external groups”.

Talk to Medicine Hat Interpretive Program Operations Committee about increased collaboration
between GN and MHIP.

Motion: Grasslands Naturalists welcomes all current and future MHIP staff members with a free
membership to GN for the duration of their employment. Carried. 1 member abstained.

7. Adjourn 6:04 pm



