Creekside Stewardship Group/ GN Stewardship Planning Group Report to Grasslands Naturalists
Background and update:

The Creekside Stewardship Group is an association of members of the Grasslands Naturalists that are
undertaking preliminary steps towards formation of a GN Stewardship Committee. Members of the
Creekside Stewardship group include Cathy Linowski, Martha Munz Gue and the late Gerry Ehlert. A GN
Stewardship Planning group consisting of Cathy Linowski and Alanna Dean have met with Hugh
Armstrong to begin development of a formal GN Stewardship committee including Terms of Reference
and Scope of the committee.

Other community and GN volunteers took part in the activities of the Creekside Stewardship Committee,
primarily the organizing and hosting of three invasive species awareness events in various locations
within Medicine Hat. Invasive species awareness events were also supported by a display and
individuals from the MHIP. Martha Munz Gue participated with display materials and signup sheets for
the GN Adopt a Pond Program. Events took place on Saturday mornings in the communities of
Riverside, Harlow and River Flats. The events were successful in the goals of raising invasive species
awareness and resulted in some individuals adopting paths or ponds. Another goal was that of building
community connections between individuals and city parks. This goal was also successful such as the
connecting of a senior with a younger neighbour who offered to assist the senior in management of the
weeds growing in their back alley.

The Creekside Stewardship group undertook applying to the City of Medicine Hat Vibrancy Microgrant
program and was successful in receiving funding in the amount of $500. Funds were used to purchase
snacks, print or purchase resource materials, and to purchase small gifts to distribute to participants at
the events. A final report was submitted to the City of Medicine Hat per requirements of the
microgrant.

Goals for 2025

The Creekside Stewardship group will meet with SEAWA to potentially collaborate in the maintenance of
riparian plantings in the Seven Persons Creek areas. Potentially additional invasive species workshops
might be organized to increase public awareness and share resources. The GN Stewardship Planning
group will meet again and develop terms of reference and scope for the Stewardship Committee.

Submitted by Cathy Linowski
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