Grasslands Society - Annual Report - Sheila McLeod, President

The Grasslands Naturalists Society is a key organization for nature lovers and a
leading voice for nature in southeastern Alberta.... and the society’s annual report
provides an opportunity to thank the many volunteers, the Interpretive Program staff
members, and others who have worked (and continue to work) to bring this vision to
life.

Thank you to all the Interpreters who staff the Nature Centre, making it a hub for
environmental fun, learning and appreciation in our community.

Thank you to the City of Medicine Hat for financially supporting the Nature
Centre and its Interpretive Program. And thank you to the staff of the Medicine Hat
Parks and Recreation Department who tend Police Point Park, keeping it a welcoming
natural area for wildlife, both vegetation and animal, as well as for hundreds of human
visitors.

Thank you to all the GN Board Members, Committee Chairs, and Committee
Members. Your dedication, knowledge, and work ethic enables the Society to continue
and embody its vision. And finally, warm appreciation to all GN members for supporting
the society.

This past year has been one of ups and downs. First, the downs.

Several long-term, well respected members passed away and we continue to
mourn their loss and remember with gratitude their contributions to the society. What a
huge benefit the society has received from their presence and knowledge!!

Next, the ups. New members continue to join the society and | suspect
interesting, well-informed speakers at the general meetings, opportunities to socialize
and share exciting sightings, nature walks and excursions in and beyond Medicine Hat,
and articles in the Sagebrush Chronicle have all helped many learn more about the
environment and resolve to become a GN member. Community displays, information
at the Nature Centre, and newer initiatives, such as the Adopt a Pond program and
Repair Cafes have also proved interesting. The work of identifying invasive species
and conducting bird counts continues, as well as encouraging the city to declare itself
bird and pollinator friendly. The Board has also provided letters of support for fellow
environmental groups working on particular projects.

GN celebrated the launch of the “Views of Medicine Hat” publication, a labour of
love for its initiators and a valuable resource for everyone who appreciates the natural
world of Medicine Hat and wants to help others appreciate it too! Let’'s make it a goal to
visit every scenic view this spring, summer and fall, inviting friends to come along.
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As well, a project initiated by the GN Vice President has been the engagement of
four University of Alberta Business School students in the Sustainability and
Responsible Marketing program to develop, as part of their course work,

a possible marketing plan for the society. When their report is complete the Board and
the Communications Committee will review it to assess its usefulness for promoting the
GN Society. Who knows? Perhaps the perspective of these students will help the
society enhance its already good public profile.

In February, after GN members submitted much valuable information about their
expectations for the society in 2023 and 2024, the Board received the “Grasslands
Naturalists Strategic Planning Report” compiled by a member of the Board. At
following meetings, the Board will use the report to continue developing a strategic plan
to meet its members’ expectations. The latest outcome of this work is that the theme,
‘NATURE IS FOR ALL OF US” has been adopted for the upcoming year. The intention
of this theme is to encourage Board members and all GN members to welcome others
of all ages and abilities to society events, making space for new environmental
awareness both for GN members and visitors. By doing so the society’s membership,
with regard to age, skills, and cultural demographic, may be broadened as everyone
learns from each other’s environmental abilities and concerns.

As well, the Board is reasonably certain it is on the cusp of locating a venue for
the general meetings to accommodate everyone comfortably and provide better Zoom
connection for those presenting or attending remotely. However, the plan is to keep a
strong connection with the Nature Centre by continuing to meet there for small indoor
meetings when possible, and gathering there outdoors for social events. As well, all
GN members are encouraged to continue going to interpretive programs at the Centre
and providing support and volunteer help for the Interpreters when requested.

Living, as we do, in a society which often fails to acknowledge the value of the
natural world which supports all life and everything we do, | believe those of us who are
members of the Grasslands Naturalists Society, or who share it’s vision, have a
responsibility to pursue the society’s goals. They are:

- to encourage the study and protection of the natural world.

- to provide educational opportunities such as lectures, field trips, and publications.

- to encourage the preservation of natural habitat and aesthetic natural features.

- to assist in the collection and provision of records of species for statistical and
educational purposes.

- to act as stewards of the environment.

May we enjoy pursuing these goals together. Thank you for your
encouragement and support during the past year.
Sheila McLeod, President



