Irrigation Committee Report for
2025 AGM

The Irrigation Committee was formed in response to the Government of Alberta's plan to expand
irrigation in Southern Alberta. This involves the expansion of reservoirs in existing irrigation districts and
the development of new irrigation areas. The main projects of particular interest to GN are:

1. Expansion of the Saint Mary’s Irrigation District’s Chin Reservoir
2. Expansion of the Eastern Irrigation District’s Snake Reservoir
3. News irrigation in the District of Acadia and Special Areas north and south of the Red Deer River.

The resulting new and expanded reservoirs will flood native grasslands, affect Species at Risk, and put
more pressure on future water availability.

Current Irrigation Committee members are Rob Gardner, Martha Muntz-Gue, and Paul Thibault (Chair).

A main committee activity is to participate in the Irrigation Group led by Cheryl Bradley from the
Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE). This group involves many organizations including:

e Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE)
e Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA)

o Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society (ACTWS)

e Canadian Parks of Wilderness Society (CPAWS)

e Freshwater Conservation Canada (Previously Trout Unlimited Canada)
e Nature Alberta

e  Grasslands Naturalists

e Bow Valley Naturalists

e South East Alberta Water Alliance (SEAWA)

e Fish Creek Watershed Association

e University of Calgary

e Medicine Hat College

e Environmental Law Centre

e Ecojustice

e Water Conservation Trust

This group has made an impact by providing comments resulting in changes to Terms of Reference (TOR)
for Environment Impacts Assessments (EIA) related to irrigation expansion. It has also submitted to GoA
the following two important documents:

e ‘Managing irrigation expansion to protect native grassland and associated biodiversity’.
Submitted 1 May 2025.

e ‘Suggestions to Maintain and Enhance Water Availability for Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems’.
Submission for input to the Alberta online engagement on water quality, 25 January 2025.

Cheryl Bradley has been very successful in attracting speakers from GoA, Industry, and Academia.



As Board Member of Nature Alberta, Paul Thibault has written the report ‘Alberta Irrigation Expansion -
Pillars of Water Availability and Quality’ (4 January 2025). In addition to Nature Alberta, this report has
been distributed to GN and the Irrigation group led by Cheryl Bradley. It has been peer-reviewed by
Cheryl Bradley and Brian Hills, retired Resource Manager for Alberta Environment and Parks. These have
provided useful comments and suggestions for revisions.

The Irrigation Committee Plan for the remainder of 2025 is to:

1. Continue to participate in Cheryl Bradley’s Irrigation Group on current irrigation projects and
new much larger projects involving the Eyremore Reservoir on the Bow River and the Ardley
Reservoir on the Red Deer River.

2. Revise the report written for Nature Alberta, based on reviewer comments and suggestions. The
report will then be posted on the Nature Alberta website and an article will be published in the
Summer edition of the Nature Alberta Magazine.

3. Give a presentation in September as part of the GN Indoor Program.

Respectfully submitted by
Paul Thibault

Irrigation Committee Chair



