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Indoor Program Report    January – December 2024   

 

The Indoor Program Committee has one member, Linda Fisher. 

 

Grasslands Naturalists conducted 7 general meetings in the theatre of the Nature Centre.  The 2024 

AGM was held in the Auditorium of the Medicine Hat Library.  All meetings including the AGM were 

offered in the hybrid format using Zoom, with both in-person and remote speakers. Members have 

indicated that they appreciate the choice of attending in person or online so the hybrid meetings will 

continue to be offered. 

 

The technical team of David Gue and Ian Turner continued to tweak the Zoom meetings and their 

efforts are very much appreciated. The very poor evening internet coverage at the Nature Centre has 

caused extreme Zoom issues for all meetings there; these issues increased in severity to such a high 

degree during the November general meeting that it was decided that all future Zoom general meetings 

in the Nature Centre will be discontinued.  Other membership gatherings and GN events such as the 

June Potluck Picnic and Christmas Potluck Supper will continue to be held in the Nature Centre. 

 

In late November 2024 the Board asked Linda Fisher to research possible venues for the monthly 

meetings. Many venues were researched and hopefully a new meeting place will soon be found. 

  

Socializing before the Business Meeting and Guest speaker presentations with cookies and coffee/tea 

was  again offered. The Board decided that the Guest Speaker presentations would start the schedule 

for the evening, with the Business Meeting to follow.  A trimmed down Business meeting with 

committee reports and announcements published ahead of time on the GN website allowed members  

discussions on timely themes. 

 

A wide variety of guest speakers made presentations either in-person or remotely via Zoom to GN 

members.   

 

January 23, 2024 – Pizza Parley.  An evening with socializing, discussions, pizza, veggies and 

refreshments. A slideshow of  past GN activities was shown. Guided round table discussions were led 

by Sheila McLeod on selected topics. An informal look at GN and how we can make us better through 

Strategic Planning undertaken by the Board – input to help plan programs, field trips, advocacy, etc.   

 

February 23, 2024 – Jordan Vos, (from the University of Lethbridge where she is conducting research 

associated with her Masters Degree), spoke in person regarding her research with prairie amphibians - 

Diet Analysis of Prairie Amphibians. These understudied animals have much to add to the knowledge 

base. Her work has implications for the conservation of of  these prairie species, including how 

pesticides may be taken into amphibians bodies through their diet.   

 

March 26, 2024 AGM including Elections and guest speaker, Lorne Fitch, was held in the Auditorium 

of the Medicine Hat Public Library.  The very dynamic and engaging Lorne Fitch read excerpts from 

his recently published book - Streams of Consequence - Dispatches from the Conservation World.   

Lorne weaves together a cross section of stories and essays on Alberta's biodiversity riches and 

treasured landscapes. These are stories told of the land and of Alberta's plants, fish and wildlife told 

through the voice of a biologist with decades of experience on the front lines of conservation efforts. 

     

 



April 23, 2024 - Gillian Chow-Fraser conducted her remote Zoom presentation on behalf of CPAWS, 

as a volunteer.  Her amazingly detailed and interesting presentation, Caribou Conservation in Alberta: 

A Future In Limbo, discussed her past research and work regarding the Recovery Plan for the 

Woodland Caribou in Alberta. 

 

May 28, 2024 – Dr. James Glasier, who lives in Edmonton, (but who was in the Manyberries area 

gathering ant species data regarding the habitat areas of the Greater Sage grouse with a fellow Wilder 

Institute colleague), joined us for an in-person presentation titled,  Alberta Ants: Exploring their 

Biodiversity and Ecology.  He discussed the diversity of ant species we have in Alberta and spoke of 

their vital importance to ecosystems and biodiversity. (His present research is in regards to the natural  

history and distribution of the extremely rare half-moon hairstreak butterfly in the Waterton area, on 

behalf of the Wilder Institute component of The Calgary Zoo). 

    

June 25, 2024 – The annual Potluck Picnic was held on the back patio of the Nature Centre. This is 

always very well enjoyed and attended by many members. 

 

September 24, 2024 – Dr. Dale Leckie, geologist, author and adjunct professor at the University of 

Calgary, traveled from Calgary for an in person presentation titled,  Wildlife Landscapes and Geology – 

Exploring Connections.  He spoke on the connections between wildlife, landscapes and the geology of  

Alberta and Saskatchewan, the topic of his newest book. Other nature related publications he has 

authored include Rocks, Ridges, and Rivers: Geological Wonders of Banff, Yoho, and Jasper National 

Parks and  The Scenic Geology of Alberta: A Roadside Touring and Hiking Guide, both of which 

topped the bestseller list. 

 

October 22, 2024 – Morganne Wall, a local Medicine Hat College faculty member, who has extensive 

local prairie research in her background and is also a past Police Point Park Interpreter, spoke on 2 

southeast Alberta owl species she has or is at the present time conducting research on. Her presentation 

titled - From Burrows to Branches: Monitoring small owl species in Southeast Alberta,  discussed data 

gathered as part of her Masters Thesis on Burrowing Owls, (Burrowing owl - apparent survival and 

dispersal), and also detailed a newly implemented monitoring program for Northern Saw-whet Owls  

that she has undertaken in the Cypress Hills. 

 

November 26, 2024 – GN members Corlaine and Rob Gardner shared 7 highlights of their wonderful 

July 2024 trip to Newfoundland with its amazing marine ecosystems and wildlife spectacles, a great in 

person presentation titled  Whales, Birds, and People Embracing the Sea.  Their wonderful insights 

regarding Newfoundland culture and amazing photographs were enjoyed by all who attended.  Their 

professionalism and vast experience with public speaking saved the evening, as sadly the Zoom 

broadcast shut down completely a few times during their presentations. 

 

December 22 , 2024  - Our GN year rounded out with the always amazing annual Potluck Dinner held 

in the Nature Centre following the Christmas Bird Count. We extend a big Thank You to the MHIP staff 

for organizing of the Bird Count and Potluck Dinner. 

 

Submitted by Linda Fisher 

Indoor Program Coordinator 

 


