
GN Field Trips, Nature Walks and Activities in 2024  
 
Even though various events had to be adjusted or cancelled again in 2024 due to cold or wet weather, 
the GN Club had a successful year with a variety of outdoor activities and events throughout the year. 
 
After getting some late snowfall in February and March, and then starting in November, the winter 
conditions were ideal for Cross-Country Skiing in Police Point Park as well as on the Spring Creek Trail in 
Elkwater. A total of ten outings were enjoyed by 5 GN members during the four months.  
 
By mid-April, we were able to commence our Nature Walks on various trails in Medicine Hat. 
Throughout the year, a total of 30 nature walks were enjoyed by as many as 11 different GN members. 
Up to and including November, the weather stayed suitable to enjoy Nature walks.  
 
For celebrating World Water Day on March 22nd, Martha announced year 4 of the Adopt a Pond and 
Path program. Throughout the year, walks were conducted at various ponds located within the City.  
 
For International Earth Day on April 22nd, there was a walk along River Road prior to viewing a film at 
the MH Public Library “Dried Up! What Now?” sponsored by the Library and SEAWA. Also, the City did a 
soft launch of its Annual Litter Cleanup program which was conducted throughout the summer. 
 
Four Birding Field Trips were conducted; on April 6th to Manyberries area (Birding Trail Guide #4) led by 
Milt Spitzer; on April 27th to Sauder & Murray Reservoirs (Trail #2) led by Phil Horch; on June 8th to 
Coaldale Birds of Prey Centre arranged by Ivan Shukster; on Sept 28th to McLaren Lake (Trail #8) by Milt 
Spitzer; and lastly on December 4 in Police Point Park for Bird Identification 101 led by Dan Schiebelbein. 
 
During the year, other special events were organized in which some GN members participated such as 
the Endangered Species Day held May 22nd at Von Huene Ranch located on Ross Creek east of Hwy 41 
South; two Red Rock Coulee field trips on June 5th and Oct 19th led by Ivan Shukster; a tour of Medalta 
Shaw Centre on November 20th led by Melanie Barnett; Weed pulls of Hoary Cress in Saamis Coulee and 
Downy Brome at the Somerside Pond lead by Martha Munz Gue. Also, Cathy Linowski obtained a City 
Community Vibrancy Grant to run three informative Weed Pull public sessions with Gerry Ehlert’s 
assistance at three locations during the summer. 
 
The Medicine Hat Interpretive Program organized and ran a great variety of activities during 2024 either 
at the Nature Centre or outdoors in Police Point and other Parks. In addition, the Spring and Christmas 
Bird Counts were conducted throughout Medicine Hat; including the Feeder Watch project at the 
Nature Centre and Members residences. 
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