Birding Committee Report

To The GN AGM
Tuesday, March 25, 2025

Bird Friendly City Report — As per my previous report to the board, this committee has
suspended meeting until we receive the details of the City of Medicine Hat’s new online
platform for proposing joint projects between the City and GN. As mentioned in my previous
report based on what we presently know about this new platform it will likely be necessary for
GN to re-organize its internal actions and procedures in order to conform to the City’s new
criteria. We can better assess this impact on our internal workings once the City’s new online
platform becomes known.

Bird Checklist Committee Report — This committee or sub-committee if we wish to call it that,
conducted its first meeting on Thursday, October 3, 2024. At that meeting | was appointed as
Chairperson and lan Langill was appointed as secretary. At this meeting we discussed the scope
and responsibility of this committee and discussed to what extant we believe it is necessary to
revise our current 2013 SE Bird Checklist. Some areas of the text need to be revised and
expanded in order to make mention of climate change which was ignored in previous versions
and also to amplify the comments in regards to birding ethics. Since we had some blank space in
the previous editions, it may be possible to do this without adding extra pages.

It was also recognized by the committee that the taxonomic order of the bird species has
changed significantly since 2013 and this requires a complete revision of our species order.
Since that meeting, Milt Spizer has re-arranged the order. The committee also recognizes that
there may be many species name changes coming from the American Ornithological Union
(AOU) which will impact our final published product. Since these name changes are often
controversial and the AOU often debates these matters lengthily our committee believes we
should publish whatever name changes have been approved at the time we are ready for
publication. Historically, the English approved bird names are always changing over the years to
some degree and we don’t believe we should hold up our new publication just because some
bird names might be changed in the future.

It appears that our committee is generally satisfied with the format and layout of our existing
checklist and with the choice of the cover bird artwork which is a Yellow-Breasted Chat. Our
“Abundance Codes” will come under discussion but the committee presently seems quite
satisfied with the current titles and definitions for “Abundant, Common, Uncommon, Rare and
Vagrant”. Reviewing the current abundant code status of each species on the list will comprise
much of this committee’s work in the coming months. Some species status’ have changed
because of growth or declines in local populations. Also, it will be necessary to add some new
species to our list that have appeared in our SE Alberta territory for the first time since 2013. It
is hoped that this revised checklist will be ready for publication by the end of 2025. Presently
our supply of 2013 checklists have been exhausted.

Submitted by Phil Horch, Bird Committee Chairperson



