Society of Grasslands Naturalists General Meeting
November 26, 2024
Police Point Park Nature Centre and Zoom

7:00-8:00 pm- Presentation in person and on Zoom by Corlaine and Rob Gardner. “Whales, Birds &
People Embracing the Sea”

8:00-8:10 pm - Report by Rob Gardner- South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 10 Year Review -
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9781460139417 to learn more and inform yourself. Ron
Linowski attended an in person GOA SSRP forum in Calgary on November 15 on behalf of SEAWA. GN
members can complete the survey (see above) before the deadline of December 6.

8:10-8:45 pm -Business Meeting 8:27 pm
-Welcome, Introduction of New Members & Visitors - Sheila McLeod

-Land Acknowledgment -Sheila McLeod - Discussed Indigenous Remembrance Day

article https://medicinehatnews.com/news/southern-alberta-news/2024/11/12/kainai-ceremony-
honours-continued-tradition-of-blackfoot-warriors/ Friday Nov. 29 Jared Tailfeathers to discuss his new
book at the MH library at 7 pm.

Announcements - lvan Shukster - Medicine Hat Paddling Club Film Festival at the Monarch Theatre,
Sunday, April 13 2025. December Tickets online ticket sale. Sale $15.00 each until Jan. 1/25 when they
are $20 each. Tickets available online through INTERAC bank transfer paddlemedhat@gmail.com

GN members Leandra Brandson and Melanie Barnett, who have their pottery at the Medalta Market,
Nov. 29 from 4 pm to 8 pm, Nov. 30th from 10 am to 4 pm. GN members are invited to visit and hang
out.

Saturday, Nov. 30 Martha MG and David Gue invite all to their Zoom meeting featuring live baking online
of Heritage baking.

Bee Gallery, 2 doors from Country Crumbs, near Arcade Plaza, with an Art Show featuring Bird, Bees and
Wildflowers. Wednesday’s Nature walk will start there.

Scenic Views booklet and supplement available at Nature Centre and the Medicine Hat Tourist booth in
about 2 weeks for sale. Price not set yet.

-Minutes of October 22, 2024 Meeting, Accepted as is, All in favour, Passed.

-Special Sightings - Linda Fisher saw approx. 8,000 Canada Geese feeding near her house in a corn
stubble field. Dan Schiebelbein saw 6 coyotes at the river, stalking the geese on the shoreline.

Financial Report - Angela Turner - GN chequing: $5,856.12
GN savings: $6,985.69
GIC #1: $10,000

GIC #2: $5,000
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GIC #3: $5,000

Casino chequing: $14,301.02

Angela’s report Accepted, All in favour, Motion passed.
-Interpretive Program Report - Alicia Lew

There are no changes to staffing to report at this time.

We hosted our annual Halloween guided walk; sold 300 tickets for the event, raised $6,000 in revenue,
and received incredibly positive feedback from the participants and the volunteers. Thank you very much
to all of our volunteers.

October and November have thankfully seen some bookings from schools, but it is still not to the levels
seen pre-COVID. Connecting with teachers and schools is one of the priorities this month.

The annual Birdseed Fundraisers were a great success and we sold more than 6,200 Ibs of seed!

We invite you to take in our newest display called Signs of Animals. The display is all about how you can
tell what animals are active in wintertime. This display will remain up until Christmas Eve.

The Young Artists Inspired by Nature display will be installed just after Christmas.

The Interpretive Programs Total Revenue is currently around $238,000 and Total Expenses are around
$236,000.

Christmas Market Saturday Nov. 30/24 at Nature Centre from
10 am to 3:30 pm -all items repurposed, upcycled, or natural sourced.

Sunday December 22, 2024 -Annual Christmas Bird Count and Potluck Supper. Sign up for the Bird
Count at the Nature Centre. Please also RSVP if you will be attending the Potluck Supper at 403-529-
6225,

Indoor Program Report Linda Fisher

December 22, 2024 - Annual Potluck Supper at the Nature Centre following the Annual Christmas Bird
Count. Please RSVP if you will be taking part in the Potluck Supper. Doors open at 5 pm, Supper begins
at 5: 30 pm, Share your birding day highlights. Bring a dish of food to share, as well as your own plate
and utensils. Coffee/Tea will be provided.

January 28, 2025 — From the Skeena Watershed Coalition, Anissa Watson - discussing fungi use in
remediation of toxic sites.

February 25, 2025 — Members' Night. David Gue will organize the slide show portion, please get them to
him well ahead of time.

March 25, 2025 - Annual General Meeting. Myrna Pearman, well known biologist, nature photographer
and author our Guest Speaker. https://www.myrnapearman.com/



https://www.myrnapearman.com/

April 22 or May 27, 2025 — Dr. Leroy Little Bear from Lethbridge will be speaking on 10 Years of the
Buffalo Treaty, a treaty signed between 13 North American First Nations to re-introduce American Bison
back to their respective lands. https://www.buffalotreaty.com/ The International Buffalo Relations
Institute https://buffalorelations.land/

https://www.alberta.ca/aoe-leroy-little-bear

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/leroy-little-bear

Further Committee Reports - none
-Courtesies - Thanks for coming and thanks to David Gue for all he does.

-Adjournment of Business Meeting 8:54pm
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