Minutes

Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting
October 2, 2024 4:00 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce Board Room
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call Present: Sheila McLeod, Phil Horch, Paul Thibault, Linda Fisher, Alanna Dean Absent: Cathy
Linowski, Martha Munz Gue Guests: n/a

3. Approval of Agenda all in favour. Passed.

4. Review and Adoption of the September 4, 2024 Meeting Minutes all in favour, passed.
5. Business Arising from the Minutes - Irrigation reporting moved to the next meeting.

6. Committee Reports

The Bundle:

MHIP (submitted)

Finance Report - Angela Finance Report - Angela Membership 38 individual, 39 family, 9 Lifetime
- Servus GN Chequing $4,671.60

- Servus GN Savings $6,977.39

- Servus GIC $10000.00.

Servus GIC #2 $5000.00.

- GIC #3 $5000.00.

Servus Casino $15 988.18

Program Report - Linda

Adopt a Pond - Martha M-G submitted email.

7. Other reports: Sheila shared a letter from Sherri Monk concerned about a patch of ragweed in a
potential snake den area. lan to check with John Slater to see if the city knows. Sheila to talk to Milt
about an article in Chronicle about buckthorn (helping John Slater).

8. Continuing Business

Honorary Memberships supposed to be done by Nomination committee, chair Martha Caroline. Phil
says they’ve been working on it.

Possible approval of costs for Scenic Views publications - John sent letter. John suggests ordering 100.
Can be used as a speaker gift and possibly handed out for others. Needs to be printed by mid November
(for gift giving). Should go through the budget committee. Paul to Boylan’s to find out cost differences



between various numbers and how quickly they can print. Paul needs the stewardship committee to
meet (and also regarding buying a laptop). Budget committee can meet to decide afterwards. Sheila to
check with David if he will change the map first. Motion to move the decisions about book printing,
computer purchase and stewardship committee expenses to the Budget committee to provide
recommendations to the board. All in favour. Passed.

School Earth Club Collaboration - Friday Oct. 4, 2:30 - Martha Maudsley. Met with MHHS Earth club
teacher coordinator Jennifer Matt. She says students will meet us at Kin Coulee picnic tables near ball
diamond. Need to be done by 4pm.

Memorial Science Fair Award - Cathy - Board has decided to have a yearly award at the science fair, this
year in honour of Gerry Elhert. John Slater would also like a bench put up near tipi in Gerry’s name as
well with money received in a sympathy card. Our policy is to only make donations to charities. As well
this sets a precedence.

Cost of updating SEA Bird Checklist - Phil - first meeting October 3. Names and statuses of bird species
have changed and needs to be updated. There are none of the old version left. If we redo it completely
we’d own the rights. Another company owns the rights to old version. It will take at least a year to do
this. Motion that the funds we’ve received from Birding Trails and as allocated be put towards Birding
Committee expenses. All in favour, passed. Motion to form a birding committee. Members include Milt
Spitzer, Marty Drut, lan Langill, Bob Frew, Dan Schiebelbein, Geneieive Mathieu and Phil Horch. All in
favour, carried.

Succession of Leadership for Nature Walks - Martha M-G CSL 1 person has signed up to lead a group
walk in their area.

Volunteer Student Involvement - Cathy has submitted a letter of intent to U of Alberta. Will let Board
know when she hears back.

9. New Business
- Laptop for use at General Meetings - Paul to meet with budget committee with possible purchase.

- Leadership Breakfast - Oct. 22. 7:30-9:30-Chinook Village - Cathy - will go with Alicia. Motion to
support payment for their breakfast tickets up to $100 total. All in favour, carried.

What to do to encourage the government to require environmental assessments before projects with
potential to harm the environment are approved. Tabled

- Tri Area Intermunicipal Development Plan Review Open house TOMORROW - Oct. 3. 4-8 p.m. - Desert
Blume Golf Course Contact - Ted Nestor of the M.H. Planning Department

Nature Alberta Letter to Ministers re: Grizzly Bear Hunt - Paul. Situation is you cannot hunt grizzlies,
except in specific circumstances. Governments has decided hunters can be allowed with permission.
Nature Alberta would like all the clubs to sign on to this letter. They’d attach our logo and how many



members we have. Motion that GN sign on to the NA letter to the minister by providing our logo and
number of members. All in favour, passed.

10. Adjournment 5:29pm



