
Grasslands Naturalists Board Meeting Minutes December 4, 2024 4:00 p.m. 
Chamber of Commerce Board Room and zoom 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call Present: Sheila McLeod, Cathy Linowski, Phil Horch, Paul Thibault, Linda Fisher, Alanna Dean, 

Ian Turner, Angela Turner, Martha Munz Gue, Martha Maudsley Guests: none 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. Review and Adoption of the November 6, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

5. Business Arising from the Minutes 

6. Committee Reports 

Possible Bundle Reports: 

Finance Report - Angela Turner GN chequing: $5,922.81 

GN savings: $6,993.73 

GIC's 1 to 3: $5,000.00, $10,000.00, and $5,000.00 

Casino chequing: $14,301.02 
 

 
Irrigation Committee Report - Paul Thibault 

Birding Committee Report - Phil Horch sent email 

Communications Committee - 

Operations Committee - 

Budget Committee Report - Paul Thibault sent by email to all Board members. 2024 was a good year, 

with lots of donations. Accommodate Scenic Views. We do not expect as many donations in 2025. Some 

Committees were under budget and so have been adjusted. Possible need to rent an appropriate 

meeting space. John Slater brought up the possibility of volunteers being paid mileage. Alicia Lew has 

also brought up her mileage rate. Should drivers for field trips be paid? What about when members 

attend meetings in other places? Discussion. Committee (mileage) expenses must be documented. We 

have expense items which can use the very specific casino account. We thought there’d be enough 

money to pay insurance. We’re only allowed 20% for administration costs. We’re looking for ways to 

spend the money. If we can’t spend the money, an option would be to ask the MHIP. Angela says we 



could give the Scenic View booklets out to the membership. Any money paid for them must go back into 

the Casino account. 

Phil Horch Motions that the Scenic View booklet and supplement will be given to members, 1 per 

membership. All in favour, carried. 

 

 
Paul Thibault motions Board to approve the 2025 budget with amendments for Scenic Views 

committee and Invasive Species committee. All in favour, carried. 

Sherri Monk’s request for GN participation in Grant application - Sheila McLeod has attached a report 

on bottom of these minutes. 

 

 
7. Other Committee Reports 

Indoor Program Committee: Linda Fisher via email: 

December 22, 2024 - Annual Potluck Supper at the Nature Centre following the Annual Christmas Bird 

Count. RSVP to the Nature Centre if you will be taking part in the Potluck. Doors open at 5 pm, Supper 

begins at 5: 30 pm. Share your birding day highlights. Bring a dish of food to share, as well as your own 

plate and utensils. Coffee/Tea will be provided. 

 

 
January 28, 2025 – From the Skeena Watershed Coalition, Anissa Watson - discussing fungi use in 

remediation of toxic sites. 

 

 
February 25, 2025 – Members' Night. David Gue will organize the slide show portion, participants please 

get your photos to him well ahead of time. 

 

 
March 25, 2025 - Annual General Meeting. Elections. Myrna Pearman, well known biologist, nature 

photographer and author our Guest Speaker. https://www.myrnapearman.com/ 

 

 
April 22 or May 27, 2025 (date TBA) – Dr. Leroy Little Bear from Lethbridge will be speaking on 10 Years 

of the Buffalo Treaty, a treaty signed between13 North American First Nations to re-introduce American 

Bison back to their respective lands. https://www.buffalotreaty.com/ The International Buffalo 

Relations Institute https://buffalorelations.land/ 

https://www.alberta.ca/aoe-leroy-little-bear 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/leroy-little-bear 

https://www.myrnapearman.com/
https://www.buffalotreaty.com/
https://buffalorelations.land/
https://www.alberta.ca/aoe-leroy-little-bear
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/leroy-little-bear


April 22 or May 27, 2025 - Paul Thibault speaking on Irrigation in Southern Alberta. Paul has indicated he 

is available for either date. 

 

 
June 24, 2024 - Annual Picnic. Location to be determined at a future meeting. 

 

 
Zoom/Hybrid general meetings - Discussion about the location of GN General Meetings to overcome 

zoom signal unreliability in the Nature Centre. Linda Fisher will check into renting the Medicine Hat 

Library meeting rooms and the Medicine Hat College Crowfoot Room - regarding internet connectivity, 

room size, rental availability, insurance, etc, and will report for January’s Board meeting. 

Will supply this information to Board members by email ASAP so a decision can be made for the 

January 28, 2025 General Meeting. 

 

 
8. Continuing Business 

Honorary Memberships - Martha Munz-Gue. Paul Thibault sent the pertinent Policy and Procedures. An 

article to Call for honorary memberships printed in the December Chronicle that then goes to a 

committee of lifetime members. Nominations must be in writing. 

Scenic Views publications - date of arrival, decision about gifting them to various recipients. As 

discussed above. 

 

 
Development of Collaboration with H.S. Earth Clubs and Leadership Groups - Martha Maudsley and 

Martha Munz-Gue - Nothing happening this month. 

 

 
Memorial PRAXIS SCIENCE OUTREACH SE AB Regional Science Fair Award - Cathy Linowski - tabled. 

 

 
CSL Volunteer Student Involvement - Cathy Linowski. Orientation meeting Monday December 9, 

2024 to find out about the students who will help us with marketing and promotion. 

 

 
Tri Area Intermunicipal Development Plan December Open House Sheila McLeod - pleased to see Cathy 

Linowski, Ron Linowski, Corlaine Gardner, Rob Gardner and maybe other GN members attended. Sheila 

McLeod acquired the new information. She had gone through the City's recently adopted Environmental 

Framework document and gave her suggestions to them. Cathy LInowski and Rob Gardner added to 

their ‘sticky notes’. Cathy Linowski had a good discussion with municipal planners for the City of 

Medicine Hat and Cypress County. 



Storage Boxes - Are we keeping the storage unit? Storage space is empty. Alanna Dean has gone through 

1 of her boxes and can take another. Her criteria is: Are we keepers of the data? Listed where you can 

find this information (somewhere else such as online). She has contacted other places to see if they want 

their authored documents. She’s seen many items from the 90’s so are no longer relevant. Looking for 

our GN data, things we’ve actually been involved in such as birding guides. Collate comments to include 

in the Archives of the Medicine Hat Museum for reports and/or history. Phil Horch thinks we should keep 

everything regarding the Meridian Dam. But Alanna Dean says it’s already in the Archives. The Board set 

a meeting date of March 12th, 2025, or later, if people are available to look at all of the collated boxes. 

Invite Phil Horch, the Gardners, Martha Munz-Gue, John Slater. 

 

 
GN History Development - Paul Thibault. Not discussed. 

 

 
News about BioBlitz at Cypress Hills Provincial Park - Paul Thibault - Will be held June 6 - 8, 2025. Paul 

Thibault sent information to people considered experts who it might affect to see if they want to take 

part and what are good location sites. 

9. New Business 

Proposal for continuation of Scenic Views Committee - deferred to next meeting. Sheila McLeod. 
 

 
Environmentalists possible membership on City of Medicine Hat Committees, Boards and 

Commissions - Martha Munz-Gue. Not discussed. 

 

 
Update on interacting with the City via the online portal - Cathy Linowski talked to Sheila Sharp and a 

City planner who promised to let us know. 

 

 
Table at 2025 Teacher’s Convention - Martha Munz-Gue would like to do a presentation on Adopt a 

Pond, the weekly nature walks, repair cafe. Space reserved for a booth and a classroom for the select-a- 

session portion . Would like to use GN as the registered charity to book the spaces (for free) and use the 

brochure at the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program table. Martha Munz-Gue moves that GN book a 

booth and a classroom at the February 20-21, 2025 Teacher’s Convention. All in favour, Carried. 

 

 
Cathy Linowski believes the Medicine Hat Interpretive Program hopes to join our booth. Martha Munz- 

Gue will discuss this with them. Sheila McLeod suggests putting an article in the Sagebrush Chronicle 

asking for volunteers; to talk with the Communications Committee chair Corlaine Gardner. 

 

 
GN Board interaction with Arusha Centre, Calgary? Martha Munz-Gue. Not discussed. 



Possible printing of more “Case for Conserving Prairie Grasslands” booklet - Martha Munz-Gue. Not 

discussed. 

 

 
Letter from Tina Anderson to reject gravel pit for a Cypress County location. Sheila McLeod - read 

letter. Asking for GN’s support. Letter has also gone to SEAWA, Cathy Linowski reported that Ron 

LInowski has done a site visit and found it falls squarely under SEAWA’s mandate. Time sensitive. Gravel 

pits fall under Alberta Environment and Parks. There are municipal guidelines as well. Cathy Linowski 

recommends GN be added as a supporter to SEAWA’s letter to bring to the GN Board as co-signer. The 

gravel pit has been approved, but GN can make recommendations as to how it could operate through 

mitigations such as monitoring, noise requirements, completion of a full environmental impact 

survey. The issue of the timing of environmental impact assessments in the provincial approval process 

has already been raised with the Assistant Deputy Minister not just for this project, but others such as 

solar projects, wind farms, irrigation, etc. Martha Munz-Gue suggests a field trip to this gravel pit site. 

 

 
Action on the government of Alberta allowing cougar hunting in Cypress Hills Provincial Park. Paul 

Thibault - Nature AB is very concerned. Paul Thibault feels GN should take the lead as it’s in our territory 

but we need to do something. Paul Thibault to contact AWA and Nature AB and come up with a plan. Do 

we know of a cougar expert ? We have members living nearby, including Alanna Dean and Paul von 

Huene. Alanna Dean to check with Calgary Zoo to see if they’re releasing cougars to that area and if 

they are opposed to it. Also to check with Cypress Hill Provincial Park interpreters to hear their 

opinions. Report for the January 8, 2025 Board meeting. Phil Horch suggests getting input from GN 

members at the December 22, 2024 Potluck Dinner. 

 

 
Publication of Memorial BBQ photo in Sagebrush Chronicle - John Slater asks permission for a group 

photo to be published in the Sagebrush Chronicle. Angela Turner reports that 3 people in the photo are 

not GN members and we don’t have their permission. Linda Fisher informs that the permission to print 

members photos document would also need to be examined to determine if each GN member in the 

photo has or has not given permission. Sheila McLeod will contact John Slater. 

 

 
Idea for a presentation on wills to be held in lieu of a Wednesday weekly walk. John Slater and Hazel 

Gray attended a wills presentation and would like permission for Edwin Rivers to do a similar 

presentation. Discussion. The Board does not feel this is appropriate. Sheila McLeod will contact John 

Slater. 

 

 
10. Next Board Meeting - January 8, 2025. 4:00 p.m. 

11. Adjournment 
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Report from Sheila McLeod for December 4, 2024 GN Board Meeting 

1. I telephoned Sherry Monk, owner of Snakes on a Plain, to see if 15 minutes at the Board Meeting 

would be enough for her presentation. However, she said she has submitted the grant application for her 

project without GN’s endorsement and did not think it necessary to speak with the Board at this time. 

However, she still wants to speak with the Board if she receives the grant, to inform us of the volunteer 

involvement she would appreciate from GN members for her study. Basically it would involve finding and 

watching the snakes living within Medicine Hat’s boundaries to record their kinds and numbers. So 

training for the volunteers would be given. There would be no direct handling of the snakes. 

2. Suggestions for a common travel allowance rate for staff and GN members travelling for GN business 

will be discussed at the February Operations Committee meeting. 


